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OVERVIEW 

 

Links:  Finding aid to the Fargo Main Avenue Urban Renewal records 
       View collection in Digital Horizons. 
 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

Provenance:  Deposited by the Fargo City Planning Commission, 1978 and 1985 (Acc. 2129). 

 

Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection remain with the creator. 

 

Citation:  Institute for Regional Studies, NDSU, Fargo (item number) 

 
 

HISTORY 

 

In 1955 the City of Fargo submitted a Survey & Planning Application to the Department of HUD for both 

the Fourth Street and Main Avenue urban renewal projects. They were advised to concentrate only on the 

Fourth Street project and rescind the Main Avenue application. The application was resubmitted in 1961, 

this time receiving approval. The project was expanded to include the area east of Broadway to the Red 

River and from the Northern Pacific Main Line tracks to the equivalent of Second Street South. The 

Amended Revised Urban Renewal Plan "Main Avenue Project N.D. R-2" was approved by the Urban 

Renewal Agency in 1972. The Agency closed out with one parcel remaining and was succeeded by the 

Housing and Redevelopment Authority of Fargo in 1974. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

http://library.ndsu.edu/archives/collections-institute/photography/finding-aids
http://library.ndsu.edu/archives
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/188
http://digitalhorizonsonline.org/cdm4/results.php?CISORESTMP=results.php&CISOVIEWTMP=item_viewer.php&CISOMODE=thumb&CISOGRID=thumbnail,A,1;title,A,1;image,A,0;creato,200,0;none,A,0;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOBIB=title,A,1,N;image,A,0,N;creato,200,0,N;none,A,0,N;none,A,0,N;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOTHUMB=20%20(4x5);identi,none,none,none,none&CISOTITLE=20;title,none,none,none,none&CISOHIERA=20;image,title,none,none,none&CISOSUPPRESS=0&CISOTYPE=link&CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1=source&CISOBOX1=2011&CISOOP2=exact&CISOFIELD2=image&CISOBOX2=&CISOOP3=exact&CISOFIELD3=creato&CISOBOX3=&CISOOP4=exact&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOBOX4=&c=exact&CISOROOT=%2Fuw
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The Fargo Urban Renewal Agency Main Avenue photograph collection consists of 257 images used in 

the planning and execution phases of the project. The photographs were accessioned as part of the Main 

Avenue Urban Renewal records. The records were processed as Manuscript collection 149. The 

photographs document the area affected by the project in the downtown business district centered on 

Main Avenue. It includes aerials of the project area and a great variety of images of individual buildings 

before demolition. The collection has been organized into four series: Aerials, Hagen appraisals, Ralph 

Wenger & Co. appraisals, and Topical. 

 

The Aerials Series consists of aerial photographs taken of the affected downtown business district before 

the project. The series is arranged by photographer. Most were taken by Everett E. Brust of Fargo. 

 

The Hagen Appraisals Series consists of photographs taken of homes and business affected by the 

project, centered on Main Avenue. The series is arranged by block as developed by the urban renewal 

agency. Within each folder, the photographs are separated by lot number. This series includes the great 

majority of images in the collection. 

 

The Ralph Wenger and Co Appraisals Series consists of ten photographs taken of the Oscar H. Kjorlie 

Co. buildings located at 95 Main Ave. The series is arranged in alphabetical order using the letter given to 

each structure by the appraisal company. 

 

The Topical Series consists of photographs taken of houses and businesses affected by the project, 

centered on Main Avenue. The series is arranged into the following topics: Geller Auto Parts Co, 

Commercial facilities, Apartment homes, and Houses. 

 

 
BOX/FOLDER  CONTENTS (No. of items) 

 

1/1   Finding aid 

 

   Aerials Series 

 

1/2   Aerials, by Everett Brust (10) 

1/3   Aerials – Other (6) 

 

   Hagen Appraisal Series 

 

1/4   Block B (2) 

1/5   Block D (23) 

1/6   Oscar H Kjorlie Co – 95 Main Ave (13) 

1/7   Block 1 – South 100 Block Main Ave (19) 

1/8   North 100 Block Main Ave (8)  

1/9   Block 2 – South 200 Block Main Ave (29) 

2/10   North 200 Block Main Ave (8) 

2/11   Block 3 – South 300 Block Main Ave (24) 

2/12   North 300 Block Main Ave (9) 

2/13   Block 4 – South 400 Block Main Ave (35) 

2/14   North 400 Block Main Ave (6) 

2/15   Block 5 – South 500 Block Main Ave (25) 

3/16    North 500 Block Main Ave (3) 

3/17   Block 6 – South 600 Block Main Ave (1) 
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3/18   Block 7 – South 700 Block Main Ave (2) 

3/19    Block 21 (1) 

3/20   Block 22 (11) 

   

   Ralph Wenger and Co Appraisal Series 

 

3/21   Oscar H. Kjorlie Co (10) 

 

   Topical Series 

 

3/22   Geller Auto Parts Company (2) 

3/23   Commercial Facilities (3) 

3/24   Apartment homes (2) 

3/25   Houses (5) 

3/26   Slides (8) 
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