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OUR NEW GOLD FIELDS.

There is a great fascination in the
one word “gold.” How many a man has
left a comfortable home or a lucrative
position to join in a rush for some far-
off gold field to go through the vicissi-
tudes and uncertainties of a prospector’s
life. The farther off the place and the
more difficulties to be overcome the great-
er seem to be the attraction. The only
thing that will be necessary to discover
the North Pole is a report that gold can
be found there in plentiful guantities.
Difficulties that otherwise seem insur-
mountable are overcome with ease, when
a prospective gold mine is on the other
side. The hardships that a man will
endure in his search for gold seem
almost incredible,

Gold was first discovered in what has
now become known the world over as
“Cape Nome,” late in the fall of '98 by
Mr. Hulberg, a missionary, and his part-
ner, Mr. Blake. They agreed to keep the
discovery quiet for a while until they
could both have their friends come in
and secure valuable property. This was
more than Mr. Hulberg could do, he let
it out to some of his missionary friends,
and they in return to some of their
friends, The result was that there was
a stampede of missionaries into the new
country. Thus it can well be seen how
they secured the best claims in that part
of the country. Anvil was the creck
upon which Mr. Hulberg and his part-
ner made the discovery and it is the one
which so far proved to be the richest
gold hearing creek ever found.

It did not take long for the news of
the new strike to spread; it never does.
It seems to spread like wild-fire. A party
of these new prospective millionaires be-
came somewhat intoxcated oné evening

at a trader's by the name of Dexter.
From there the news quickly traveled

“to St. Michaels, a distance of about 350

miles, by the way people were compelled
to go. The moment the news reached
there, all became wild. in their eagerness
to join the rush into this new wonderful
gold field,

It required nerve and a strong phy-
sique to make that trip. It was more
than 300 miles over snow and ice, and
all this distance was to be made drag-
ging a small hand-sled, on which was
loaded all that the miner would require
for several months, such as provisions,
tent and stoves, etc. They went mostly in
pairs, as stove, tent and blankets would
serve two as well as one and every pound
counted. This was also by far the cold-
est part of the year; it was the month
of December. There were a few who
were fortunate enough to possess dog
teams to draw their loads for them. The
dog is indeed the “King of the Trail”
up there. A good dog team at that
time was worth its weight in gold.
However one way and another these
men made their way into the country
and located their claims, after which
they waited patiently for the slowly
approaching spring to disclose to them
the results of their efforts.

In traveling from St. Michaels to
Nome, they came through several Es-
kimo wvillages. The KEskimos were
then a very kind and honest people.
They would take in the cold and
weary prospector and give him a

‘warm place by the fire over night,

They even carried their honesty to great
extremes, if a man should accidentaily
drop something no matter how valuable it
might be, and an Eskimo should come
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along and find it, he would immediately
start upon the trail of the white man
and travel for hours to overtake him
a nd restore his property to him and for
this he would expect nothimng in return.
The missionaries had done very good
work among the natives up to the time
of the discovery of gold, A great amount
of good had been done and many of the
natives had become Christianized. The
life work of these missionaries has been
undone in a few short months by some
unprincipled men who were among the
first to rusn into the country. A great
deal can be said in regard to the way
in which the white man, the Christian,
he who is supposed to represent the
highest develonment of civilization has
affected the life of the simple native of
Alaska.

Early in the spring of 'gg very meagre
reports came to the outside of very good
prospects being found in the vicinity
Cape Nome, but very few credited these
reports as it was thought to be a scheme
on the part of the transportation and
trading companies to secure trade. This
explains why very rew went from the
United States to Nome the first season.
The report, however, of the find also
made its way up the Yukon River to
Dawson City with the mail carrier. This
was a distance of about 2,000 miles over
a hard, rough country. There were in
Dawson at this time, a large aumber of
disgusted men who were eager to try
their luck in United States territory.
Many hundreds followed the Yukon
down to Nome with dog teams. It was
considered ahout a two months’ trip.
As soon as the ice left the Yukon in
May many thousands floated down its
swift current to Nome in row boats.
The population, therefore, of Nome the
first year was made up largely of Dawson

"
men. Some of these men had had con-

siderable experience in gold mining and
therefore were of great value in open-
ing up the new country.

Tt did not take long hefore every inch
of ground surrounding Nome was

staked, as every mas allowed 20 acres
on each ecreek and its tributaries. One
great curse to the country was the stak-
ing by the so-called “Powers of Attor-
ney.”  This has never been done before
to any extent in a mining country and
it will surely be done away with in
the near future. By this method there
15 hardly any limit to the number of
claims a man can stake. A large com-
pany of men from some outside place
cach give their “Power of Attorney’ to
one man and he goes into the mining
district and stakes a claim for himself
and one for each of his friends on every
stream and creek he comes across. In
that way a few men can gain control of
a whole country, which is certainly not
right. These various methods of stak-
ing were wnat caused most of the trouble
last year i regard to the ownership of
claims.

Another thing which has retarded to
a great extent the development of the
new country is the “claim jumper.”
There is not a valuable piece of property
in the whole country that for some rea-
son or no reason at all, has not been
jumped or contested from one to a dozen
times. These “jumpers” are men who
come in after the claims have been
located, and attempt to derive henefits
from the exertions of others. Unhap-
pily they are one of the unavoidable
curses of every mew mining camp. If
they cannot find any grounds upon which
to contest a claim they manufacture
some. They make considerable trouble
f or a while, but finally right wins out.

It is obvious that with all these diffi-
culties to contend with the duties of
judge are very hard to fullfil. Mr. Ar-
thur A. Noyes, who held that position
last summer, has been charged with the
most gross irregularities. Whether these
charges are valid or not it is hard to
say, but the investigations which will
take place next summer will no doubt
bring out the truth. Whichever way
he decided an important case all seemed
to agree that the winning side must have
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offered the larger bribe. We must also
remember that it is impossible to sat-
isfy everybody, someone is bound to
complain that he has not been fairly
treated, wespecially in a country where
everybody wants a slice. Several of
the cases which were brought before
Judge Noyes last suinmer involved the
possession of claims which were worth
millions of dollars, therefore the office
which he fills is one of the lughest re-
sponsibility.

Great difficulties were involved in
opening up a claim even on Anvil Creek
which was by far the easiest to operate.
Lumber, with which to make the sluice
boxes, had to be dragged back to the
creek over the swampy and marshy
ground or elze it had to be trekked up
Snale River, which is just as crooked as
its name signifies, to Anvil Creck, which
is a branch of Snake River. Ordinary
lumber in Nome was worth $300 per
thousand and you were considered lucky
to get it at that. All other necessities
were proportionately expensive.  One
thing which helped to open up the
country more than anything clse was
the coming into the country of a man
with five pack horses. He packed gocds
from Nome out to the camps on Anvil
at th= rate of 20 cents per pound. Ie
cleared between fifteen and twenty thous-
and dollars in less than two months.

The first gold of any amount was taken
ort of G. W. Price’s claim No. 9
Atove on Anvil, It was in the latter
part of May and very little of the ground
was then thawed out, but he found a
small patch which had become partly
thawed and on this he put several men
to work carrying dirt over into his
slice boxes. Only a very small amount
of dirt could be handled in this manner,
but it was enough to make a fair test.
Tt was quite a sight that evening. Mr.
Price had let it become known that he
would “ctean up” that evening. All
those men who had withstood the long
gloomy arctic winter together now gath-
ered around the sluice boxes to sce

what this first “clean up” on Anvil
should bring forth. LThey knew that
on it depended the results of all their
labors, all that they had.endured. If
this turned out good they could have
reasonably good hopes that their claims
would also contain something of the
precious vellow metal. Many different
thoughts whirled through these hardy
men's minds as they watched Mr. Price
take the riffles out of his sluice boxes,
and put on a small head of water to wash
out the sediment that had been left in
the bottom of his boxes. Finally when
he had washed out the dirt as clean as
he could he scooped what was left in the
hottom into a pail and he took it into
his tent to dry it on the stove and then
to blow out from the gold dust the fine
dust that was still in it. When this
was all completed he carefully weighed
what remained on his small gold scales.
Finally he announced the result to his
almost hreathless onlookers.  “Seven
Hurdred Dollars.” A loud cheer went
up from that crowd. Everybody went
home satisfied that they had discovered
one of the richest gold-bearing camps
in the world. When such results could
he obtaimed with the partially frgzen
ground the amount that could be taken
ont when the ground should become fully
thawed and men could shovel steadily
into the sluice boxes twenty-four hours
per day, would be almost unlimited. The
résults which were obtained later in the
srmmer verified the truth of their con-
clusions,

The claims on Anvil Creek and Snow
Gulch were the only ones that were
opened up in the summer of 'gg.. Snow
Gulch only contains three claims, but
these are very rich. Some wonderfully
rich “cleans up"” have been made on
both Anvil and Snow. As nigh as $25,000
have been taken out in a single day.
Last summer, while Discovery claim, on
Anvil, was in the hands of the receiver,
it cleared $z00,000 above expense in one
month and there are several other claims
on the creek which are every bit as rich










































