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THE SUPREMkCY AND ACHIEVEMENT OF AMERICAN DIPLOMACY. 

Lacking that dramatic and thrilling 
experience attributed to the daring 
and gallantry of adventure, the splen-
dor and glory of battle, the extent and 
cost of military operations, the great-
ness of diplomatic achievements fails 
to appeal to the average imagination, 
and is therefore never justly reward-
ed. The performance of diplomatic 
feats is alwayS through the greatest 
secrecy, and the means of accomplish-
ment must be concealed, making the 
results appear in ways which divert 
the popular mind and keep hidden the 
honor and greatness of the men who 
made them possible. Great diploma-
tic victories are not won before the 
eyes of the world, by !thousands of 
men, clothed in the grandeur and dig-
nity of military diplay, equipped with 
the latest improved firearms, or 
shielded by the 'huge giants of the 
sea, the greatest demons of worldly 
destruction. On the contrary diplo-
matic achievements are gained by but 
a few men, in attire not such as to 
distinguish 'them from ordinary peo-
ple, shut off from the rest of the 
world in some dark stateroom, sur-
rounded by naught but a display of 
material covering the vital question 
under consideration, yet armed, yes 
armed with the greatest equipment 
that Providence affords,—with minds, 
—filled with centuries of political his-
tory—ltrained to 'foresee the sway of 
public opinion, and educated to know 
the inclination and progress of na-
tional growth. 

How well Sir William Jones knew 
the basis of national strength! 
"What constitutes a state? Not 'high  

raised battlements or labored mound, 
thick wall or moated gate; not Cities 
proud, with spires and 'turrets crown-
ed; not bays and broad-armed ports, 
where, laughing at the storm rich 
navies ride. No! MEN—high mind-
ed men—men, who their duties'know, 
and knowing dare maintain." The 
foundations and lasting qualities of 
nations stand upon the strength and 
greatness of their diplomats. They are 
the guiding and propelling forces of 
national advancement; the machinery 
and means by which international 
commerce and arbitration are accom-
plished; the final tribunal to which 
nations resort before actually enter-
ing upon the evils of 'hostilities, and 
always the means and rendezvous 
through which concluding pacifica-
tion is 'attained. Without internation-
al ,diplomacy the peaceful conclusions 
of international differences would be 
an utter impossibility. Hostilities, 
having once opened, would mean the 
submission or annihilation of one na-
tion by a superior. 

In our Modern days of great worldly 
diplomacy, the position a nation holds 
in the scale of civilization 'Is not de-
•ermined by its vast standing 'armies 
and great floating navies, its far reach-
ing territory or its populous 
but by the position in the rank of in-
telledt occupied by its great states-
men. The recital of numerous exam-
ples is not neccessary for the verifi-
cation of this statement. Look at the 
case of Japan. But a few years ago, 
an ancient and isolated country, occu-
pying one of the remotest places in 
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civilization. Today holding rank and 
power among the greatest civiliza-
tions of the world. Is this great rise 
in the standard of civilization due to 
-the vast increase of its standing army, 
or the building up of a large and pow-
erful navy; the great outstretching of 
new territorial expansions, or 
enormous increase of its already 
crowded population? No, directly it 
was 'affected by none of these. Pt 
was due to the quickening contact 
with some of the foremost civiliza-
tions, through which she was ineuced 
to establish international intercourse, 
thus leading her into ,diplomatic rela-
tions, which in order to carry out suc-
cessfully she had to raise the Stand-
ard of her educational system, thus 
turning out statesmen who are capa-
ble of coping with the world's great-
est diplomatists. To show that an ad-
vancing civilization cannot be built 
upon and sustained by great armies 
and enormous navies, without having 
back of them the.machinery and guid-
ing principle of the greatest 'and high-
est diplomacy, let us turn for a. few 
moments to 'the history of Spain. For 
centuries, since she reached her high-
est mark in civilization, she has been 
relying wholly upon her vast armies 
and navies in holding under subjuga-
tion her colonial possessions and thus 
forcing them to keep her civilization 
up to a standard which she had ac-
quired through her early international 
diplomacy. What do we find as the 
results of this policy? A nation 
pushed in the back ground by its 
former associates, stripped of all its 
colonial territory through its ig-
norance of international 'diplomacy, 
burdened with millions of dollars of 
debt and with its coffers drained to 
the last penny, all through trying to 
force upon its colonists a diplomacy 
worse than utter slavery. Do we won-
der at this? No, it is but the natural 
course of civilization. Foolhardy na-
tion, to suppose that she could press 

upon modern civilization a medieval 
policy. 

DiplOmacy is an outgrowth of na-
tional policies. The rending and sev-
ering of national ties is a resultant 
of friction between policies. The-
very foundation of American din:oma-
cy was laid when our pilgrim forefa-
q,ners, disregarding the rights of their 
government in enforcing upon t-tem a. 
creed in which their conscience was 
not at peace with God, crossed the 
rough and mighty Atlantic and placed 
upon American soil the principle of 
religious freedom for all. From tnence-
on till thie nearing of the great strife 
which forever severed the bond of 
national unity, the diplomacy and .  

Statesmanship of the American peo-
ple was steadily expanding, develop-
ing, until finally it became equal, and 
at last even superior to that of its 
mother country, and thence taking  
the natural course of civilization,. 
would not submit to policies lower 
than the grandest conception of its 
greatest 'statesmen. Hence the 'lay-
ing of the foundation of a new govern-
ment whose corner-stone was the very 
highest and noblest ideas of its illus-
trious men. Was it then due to the 
greatness of the American army and. 
navy, the vastness of its territorial 
area and great population that the na-
tional union of Great Britain and Amer-
ica came to an end? No, it was the 
repelling influences of two -diploma-
tists, the one, base and corrupt seek-
ing to hold in submission, the other 
grand and elevating in his ideas. 

The greatest principle's, the very -
bee-rock of diplomacy was laid, when 
a few American statesmen, refusing 
any longer to submit their grand and 
elevating ideas to the 'disgraceful and. 
debased conceptions of a few corrupt 
European statesmen, assembled in. 
the old courthouse of Philadelphia and 
there drafted the Declaration of In-
dependence. Later the very bylaws 
of international diplomacy were.. 
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framed when the Federal committee 
of the thirteen states met at the Qua-
ker City and drew up that precious 
document, the foundation and gu:ding 
principle of -the American people. 

Turning now from the foundation 
of American diplomacy let us look for 
a while upon some of its wonderful 
achievements. Coping with. Great Britain 
tain in the final peace (treaty, it wrest-
ea from her an enormous and wealthy 
country covering over 800,000 square 
miles, extending from the borders of 
Canada to Florida and the Gulf of 
Mexico, from the Atlantic Ocean to 
the Mississippi River. Great as was 
this achievement, yet it accomplished 
a greater. In 1803, knowing that 
France feared an opening of hostili-
ties with Great Britain in which she 
would undoubtedly lose her American 
possessions, Thomas Jefferson, the 
noted 'diplomatist, realizing fully the 
value of (this great territory to the 
United States, interviewed and 'offered 
France the paltry sum of $15,000,000 
for (this enormous and wealthy terri-
tory. Rather than lose this great 
possession Ito Great Britain she gladly 
accepted the offer. Hence was achiev-
ed one of the greatest diplomatic vic-
tories known to the civilized world. 
Through it the United States was 
more (than doubled in area, besides 
being made the proud possessor of 
one of the greatest and wealth-
iest agricultural regions of the world. 
Again in 1819, American diplomacy 
was called upon to (terminate the trou-
ble brewing between Amenica. and 
Spain through international differ-
ences •existing with Florida. By the 
skill and ability of the American di--  
plomatist, the grievances were read-
ily adjusted, and by' paying the small 
sum of $5,000,000, a new state was 
added to our union. If we next pass 
to the Mexican war, the superiority 
and genius of American diplomacy is 
again conspicuous in the diplomatic 
'adjustments which followed. By the  

treaties which ensued, the area of 
the' United States was •increased by 
over 900,000 square miles at a trifling 
cost of less than four cents 'an acre. 
The country has now become a com-
pact area of nearly 3,000,000 square 
miles, a three-fold increase within sev-
enty years. Does it rest satisfied here 7 
No, diplomacy, reaching northward 
and westward places Alaska within 
the folds of the American republic. 
Long before the accomplishment of 
this great diplomatic feat, there was 
feh the necessity of this great region 
becoming American territory. In 
1860 during the first Lincoln camp'aign 
in one of his speeches at St. Paul, Mr, 
Steward said "Standing here and look-
ing far off into the northwest, I see 
the Russian as he busily cccupies 
himself in establishing seaports, iand 
(towns, and fortifications on the verge 
of 	this 	continent it, the ottti..).is df 
St. Petersburg; and I can say:—`Go 
on and build up your outposts all along 
the coast, up even to the Arctic ocean; 
they will yet become the outposts of 
my own country—moriuments of the 
civilization of the United States in the 
northwest." In less than seven years 
from the date on which this speech 
was uttered by the great American 
commoner, the hand of the speaker 
(traced the midnight treaty which 
transferred the immense territory, 
with all the adjacent islands, from 
the sovereignty of autocratic Russia 
to that of our great republic. 

Let us now view the achievements 
of our diplomacy in the late war. But 
few are there of •average American 
intelligence, who are cab -able of appre-
ciating the relative value of diplom-
acy, and so lightly does its greatness 
appeal to 'the (imagination 'that few 
would hesitate to admit that its ac-
complishments are as great as that 
done by admirals and generals with 
all the pomp and circumstance of glor-
ious warfare. Long before (there 
were any serious expectations of hos- 
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tilities with Spain our diplomacy be-
gan in the instructions given to the 
ambassadors and ministers 'appointed 
by President McKinley at the opening 
of his administration, to impress upon 
the governments to which they were 
accredited, at every possible oppor-
tunity, the real purpose and desire 
of the United States respecting Cuba. 
These instrudtions were so well car-
ried out that the influence of every 
important government of the world 
was being used to 'induce Spain to 
discontinue her policy of oppresssion 
in the treatment of her American 
colonies. So clearly had our foreign 
diplomatists presented, the true atti-
tude of the United States toward 
Cuba, and the real situation therein, 
that the foreign powers apparently 
recognized Cuba as being so .obvious -y 
within our "sphere of influence" as to 
justify us in putting forth efforts 
which would terminate the terrible 
destruction being wrought there, and 
again place industry on its previous 
footing. Not alone did our diplomatic 
fairness gain 'European influence in 
our favor, but so wen understood wen) 

our relations with Great Britain that 
there practically existed an unwritten 
Anglo-Saxon 'alliance. This was the 
crowning diplomatic feat of the war. 
It practically held all Europeau indu 
ence 'at bay. It was the instrument 
which impelled Spain Ito accept the 
great Protocol, thereby bringing-  the 
war to a speedy termination and 
wresting from her the last remnant 
of her colonial possessions. 

What then has American diplomacy 
accomplished? lit has peacefully add-
ed to our great country the Louisiana 
and Alaskan domains, an immense terri-
tory of over one and a half million spuare 
miles, at 'a cost of less than three 
cents an acre. Practically in the van 
of all our milibary and naval opera-
tions, it has been the means of leading 
us 'to signal victory everywhere, and 
closely following on the heels of tri- 
umph it has added over another mil-
lion square miles of the earth's 
est territory. But greatest of all, it 
has placed the American nation fore-
most among the world's civilizations. 

T. F. M. 

THE CHARACTER 

In George Eliot's novel, aomola," we 
have placed before us at the outset a 
young scholar, handsome, talented, 
wealthy and with an amiable disposition. 
It is natural to suppose that such a pe:- 
son, starting life in Florence, the home 
of the noblest arts, would develop into 
a noble man. But of Tito Melemgin we 
are to learn that, because he oared for 
nothing so much as his own safety, and 
because he tried to slip away from ,eve-y-
thing that was unpleasant, he came at 
last to lose his "self-knowledge, self-
control, self-reverence" and perform the 
basest, most traitorous acts. 

Tito Melemgin in his boyhood was res-
cued from want and suffering by a lone-
ly scholai, Boldassore, who with a fath- 

OF TITO MELEMIN. 

er's care and love, reared him and 
taught him all he knew. At the age of. 
twenty Tito and his foster father were 
ship-wrecked and separated by a storm. 
Owing to this storm Tito was left in 
Florence, in possessicn of the weal :h of 
Boldassore, while owing 'to the same 
cause Boldassore found himself a s'ave 
in Antioch. Titus, preferring to believe 
that his father had been killed in the 
wreck, instead of searching for and re-
deeming him if possible, at once used 
his money and talents to win for him-
self a high standing in Florentine cir-
cles. 

The first great epoch in deciding Ti-
to's charabter. was his struggle upon re-
ceiving word from a dying monk that 


























