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THE SUPREMACY AND ACHIEVEMENT OF AMERICAN DIPLOMACY.

Lacking thait dramatic and thrilling
experience attributed to ‘the daring
and' gallantry of adventure, the splen-
dor and glory of battle, the extent and
cost of military operaltions, the great-
ness of diplomatic achievements fails
to appeal to the average imagination,
and is therefore never justly reward-
ed. The performance of diplomatic
feats is always through the greatest
secrecy, and the means of accomplish-
ment musgt be conczaled, making the
results appear in ways which cdivert
the popular mind and keep hidden the
honor and greatness of the men who
made them possible. Great diploma-
tic wvictories ars not won before the
eves of the world, by 'thousands of
men, clothed in the grandeur and dig-
nity of military diplay, equipped with
the latest dimproved firearms, or
shielded by the ihuge giants of the
sela, the greatest demons of worldly
desiruction. On the contrary diplo-
maitic achievements are gained by but
a few men, in attire not such as to
distinguish ‘them from ordinary peo-
ple, shut off from the rest of the
world in some dark stateroom, sur-
rounded by naught but a display of
malferial c¢overing the vital question
under consideration, yell armed, yes
armed with the greatest equipment
that Piovidence affords,—with minds,
—filled with centuries of political his-
tory—irained to foresee the sway of
publie opinion, and educated to know
the inclination and progress of na-
tional growth.

How well Sir Willlam Jones knew
the basis of national strength!
“What constitutes a state? Not high

an utter imposzsibility.

raised battlements or labored mound,
thick wa]l or moated gate; not cities
proud, with spires and turrets Crown-
ed; not bays and broad-armed porits,
wizre, laughing at the storm rich
navies ride. No! MEN—high mind-
ed men—men, who their duties know,
and knowing dare maintain,” The
foundations and lasting qualities of
uations stand upon the strength and
greatness of their diplomats. They are
the guiding and propelling forces of
nutional advancement: the machinery
and means by which international
commerce and arbitrm'tion are accom-
plished; the final tribunal to which
nations resort before actually enter-
ing upon the evils of hostilities, and
always the means and rendezvous
through which concluding pacifica-

tion is alttained. Without internation-
al diplomaey the peaceful conclusions

of international differences would be
Hostilities,
having onee opened, would mean the
submission or annihilation of one na-
tion by a superior,

In our modern days of great worldly
diplomacy, the position a nation holds
in the scale of civilization (s not de-
termined by its vast standing armies
and great floating navies, its far reaca-
ing terrvitory or its populous millions,
but by the position in the rank of in-
telledt occupied by its great states-
men, The pecital of numerous exam-
pleg is not nececessary for lthe verifi-
cation of this statement. Liook at the
case of Japan. But a few jyears ago,
an ancient and izolaited country, occu-
pying one of the pemotest places in
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civilization. Today holding rank and
power among the greatest civiliza-
tions of the world. Is this great rise
in the standard of civilization due to
the wast increase of its standing army,
or the building up of a large and pow-
erful navy; the great outstretching of
new territorial expansions, or .

enormous increasie of its already
crowded population? No, directly .t
was affected by none of these. I:
was due to the quickening contact
with some of the foremost civiliza-
tions, through which she was inauced
to establish international intercourse,
thus leading her into diplomatic rela-
tions, which in order to carry out suc-
cessfully she had to mise the stand-
ard of her educational system, 'thus
turning out statesmen who are capa-
ble of coping with the world's great-
est diplomatislts. To show that an ad-
vancing civilization cannot be built
upon and sustained by great armles
and enormous navies, without having
back of them the machinery and guid-
ing principle of the greatest ana high-
est diplomacy, let us turn for a few
moments to 'the history of Spain. For
centuries, since she reached her high-
est mark in ecivilization, she has been
relying wholly upon her vast armies
and navies in holding under subjuga-
tion her colonial possessions and thus
forcing them to keep her civilization
up to a standard which she had ac-
quired through iher early intiernational
diplomacy. What do we find as the
results of this policy? A mnation
pushed in the back ground by its
former assoeiates, stripped of all its
colonial  territory  through its  ig-
norance of international diplomacy,
burdened with: millions of dollars of
debt and wita its coffers drained to
the last penny, all through ltrying to
force upon its colonists a diplomacy
worse than utter slavery. Do we won-
der at this? No, it is but the natural
course of civilization. Foolhardy na-
tion, to suppose that she could press

upon modern civilization a medieval
policy.

Diplomacy is an outgrowth of na-
tional policies, The rending anc sev-
ering of national ties is a resultant
of friction between policies. The
very foundation of American dip oma-
cy wias laid when our pilgrim ferefa-
fers, disregarding the rights of their
government in eaforcing upon trem a
creed in which thizir conscience was
not at peace with God, crossed the
rough and mighty Atlantic and placed
upon American soil lthre principle of
religious frezdom for all. From taence-
on till tke nearing of lthe great strife
which forever severed the bond of
national unity, the ciplomacy and
statesmanszhip of the American peo-
ple was steadily expanding, develop-
ing, until finally it became equal, and
at last even superior lto that of its
mother country, and thence taking
the mnatural course of civilization,
would not submit to policies lower
than the grandest conception of its
greatest statesmen. Hence the lay-
ing of the foundation of a new govern-
ment whose corner-dtone was the very
highest and noblest ideas of its illus-
trious men. Was it then due to the
greainess of the American army and
navy, the vastness of its ‘territorial
area and great population that the na-
tional union of Great Britain and Amer-
ica came to an end? No, it was the
repelling influences of two diploma-
tists, the one, base and corrupt seek-
ing to hold in submission, the other
grand and elevaking in his ideas.

The greatest principles, the very
bea-rock of diplomacy was laid, when
a few American stalesmen, refusing
any longer to submit th:ir grand and
elevating ideas to the disgraceful and
debased conceptions of a few corrupt
European stafiesmen, assembled in
the old courthouse of Philadelphia and
thera dirafted the Declaration of In-
dependence. Later the very bylaws
of international diplomacy were
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framed when -the Federal committee
of the thirteen states met at the Qua-
ker City and drew up that precious
document, the foundation and gu'ding
principle of the American people.
Turning now from the foundation
of American diplomacy let us look for
a while upon some of its wonderful
achievements. Coping with Great Britain
tain in the final peace ltreaty, it wrest-
ea from her an enormous and wealthy
country covering over 800,000 =quare
miles, exiending from the borders of
Canada to Florida and the Gulf of
Mexico, from the Atlantic Ocean to
the Mississippi River. Great as was
this achievement, yet it accomplished
a greaier. In 1803, knowing that
France feared an op2ning of hostili-
ties with Great Britain in which she
would undoubtedly lose her American
possessions, Thomas Jefferson, the
noted diplomatisl:, realizing fully tne
value of lthis great territory to the
United States, interviewed and offered
France the paltry sum of $15,000,000
for ithis enormous and wealthy terri-
tory. Rather than lose this great
possession to Great Britain she gladiy
accepted the offer. Hence was achiey-
ed one of the greatest diplomatic vie-
tories known to the civilized world.
Through it the United States was
more than doubled in arsa, hesides
being made the proud poszsessor of
one of the greatest and wealth-
iest agricultural regions of the world.
Again in 1819, American diplomacy
was called upon <o lberminate the trou-
ble brewing between America and
Spain  through international differ-
ences exigting with Florida. By the
skill and ability of the American «i-
plomatist, the grievances were read-
ily adjusted, and by’ paying the small
sum of §5,000,000, a new state was
added to our union. If we next pass
to the Mexican war, the superiority
and genius of Awmerican diplomacy is
again conspicuous in the diplomatic
adjustments whiech followed. By the

freaties which ensued, the area of
the” United States was inecreased by
over 900,000 square miles at a trifling
cost of less than four cents an acre.
The country has now become a com-
pact area of nearly 3,000,000 square
miles, a three-fold increase within sev-
enty years. Doss it rest satisfied here?
No, diplomacy, reaching northward
and  wesiward places Alaska within
the folds of the American republic,
Long Dbefore the accomplishment of
this great diplomatic feat, there was
fell the necessity of this great ragion
becoming American territory. In
1860 during the first Lincoln campaizn
in one of his speeches at St. Paul. Mr,
Seward said “Standing here and loak-
ing far off into the northwest, I see
the Russian as he busily cecupies
himself in establishing seapor:s, and
ltowns, and fortifications on the verge
of this continent > 1he ourpr~is of
St. Petersburg; and I can say:—‘Go
on and build up your outpos:s all along
the coast, up even o the Arc:ic ocean;
they will yet become the outposts of
my own country—monuments of the
civilizaition of the Uniied States in the
northwest.,”  In less than seven years
from the date on which this speech
was uttered by the great American
commoner, -the hand of the speaker
traced the midnight treaty which
transferred the immense territory,
with all the adjacent islands, from
the sovereignty of autocratic Russia
ko thalt of our great republic.

Let us now view the achievements
of our diplomaey in the late war. But
few are there of average American
intelligence, who are cabable of appre-
ciating the relative value of diplom-
acy, and so lightly does its greatness
appeal to the imagination that few
would hesitate to admit that its ac-
complishments are as great as that
done by admirals and generals with
all the pomp and cireamstance of glor-
ious warfare. Long before Ithere
were any serious expectations of hos-










































