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The Gheological Spirit.

The range of phenomena of which the
human mind is capable of taking cogniz-
ance, though great, is limited. Ower the
area of this vast field the mind of man is
ceaselessly  working: sifting, sorting,
viewing the just relations of things,
comparing the like, contrasting the un-
like, scanching out truth, developing
laws—in short, organizing science and
philosophy.

Because of the vastness of the field
and the complexity of the phenomena
presenting themselves, as well as the
niatural conservatism which seems in-
herent in man, the progress has neces-
sarily been hesitating and slow. Ad-
vance has been more rapid along certain
lines, and, in consequence, the effect of
the super-developed factors has been
greater than their impontance would
warrant. The race lhas often developed
in a disproportionate manner.

Reading history aright and generaliz-
ing therefrom, we may roughly deter-
mine when a certalin set of fadtors be-
comes debrimental to the highest wel-
fare; which set of factors should natur-
elly be encouraged and which should be
repressed.

It is the object of this discussion to
show some of the effeots of the theologi-
cal spirit upon civilization, when it has
dided and when it has retanded.

We would not confuse the idea of a
theological spirit with those noble relig-
ious feelings and sentiments whioh near-
ly all mankind, to a greater or less de-
gree, hold in common. We hold the
two to be entirely separate. Theology
is an intellectual structure, consisting of
centain arbitrary beliefs and dogmas
conecerning things beyond the grasp of

man’s mind and proposed for human
guidance.

It then necessarily follows that a fac-
tor of such a nature would have its
greatest influence when the intelleots of
the masses are held in control by the in-
tellects of the few. This factor, this
theological spirit, fixes the beliefs and
controls the action of a large portion of
the race; and, if judiciously used, it
serves as a political element of untold
power for good or evil.

From the beginning, mankind has, at
intervals, passed through great crises.
At times the thread of civilization scem-
ed broken, lost—never to be recovered.
But because of the innate tendenmcy of
life, mam, though impeded at times by
force of circumstances, has ever striven

onward and upward toward the goal
which, at present can be but dimly de-

soribed.

When man was issuing from the
gloom of a barbarous age, he progressed
slowly for his working materials were
scanty, his sphere of action limited.
When the glare of the lightning or the
roar of the cataract struck terror to his
simple heart, he was wont to serve and
appease the spirits who, as he supposed,
held such fearful sway. By slow de-
grees a class arose which attended to the
worship of the people, received sacri-
fices, and performed other religious du-
ties. The priestly class thus became
more and more defined. As early as
the eighth century in Furope the theo-
logical factor became prominent above
all others. The priests gajned immense
influence over the common people, ac-
quiring wealth in abundance. With
wealth came leisure, hence many of the
priests gave learning their attention.
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There, within the monasteries of Europe,
were Kept the seeds of civilization:
glorious, permanent, and abiding. Lit-
tle did these friars realize, as they pa-
tiently copied and cmbellished the
ancient manuscripts, as they heated the
unkniown chemicals in their crucibles,
as they gazed with thouglhtiul mind
upon the stars, that posterity would owe
them a debt of gratitude that could
never be repaid. They labared patientiy
and nobly, safely protected firem «he
tumult and intrigues of camp and court,
But the Christian church has not always
worked so silently for the cause of man.
When necessary, she has girded on the
armor of battle to fight for the rights
and liberties. nay, for the very life of
herself and the common people.

With heroism and fodtitude beyond
parallel, she battled for hundreds of
years the AMoors in Old Spain. and had
it wot been for her courageous action
we might today have turned our faces
toward Mecca, where Allah  receives
prayers. For centuries the clergy of
Scottand repelled the advance of the
Scottish nobles and kings upon their
Jawiul rights. With thrills of emotion
and sympathy we read of the awiul pri-
vations and sufferings that the ministers
ol the Lowlands underwent in defending
the rights that were so dear to them.
But nobles and king were at length de-
feated, and Scotland's political liberty
was finally abtained.

It is a striking attribute of man that
he secks dominion over his fellows. In
the low stages of civilization, selfishness
chiefly influences the operations of man
—his power is so applied as to swit his
supposed sell interest. When man seg-
regated into communities, definite laws
and forms of government influenced
him. Then, selfrshness was not centered
in mere physical force, the intellect

" helped to guide and rule it. Knowledge
was slightly dispersed, influencing but 2
fow, Selfishmess, the chief factor,
prompted the ruling powers. Tt cen-
tered in the political arenas, and the
carly centuries found entangling political
alliances between church and state. So

closely were the two connected that =
history of the one must include that ot
the ather.

When the church began her struggle
with the different states of Europe (o
political preferment, she lost sight of
her high and holy calling, only to pros-
titute herseli for the sake of wealth ana
power. To secure the maximum of
power it was necessary that she obtain
a following of the masses. Fram them,
troops and money would be [orthcom-
ing wherewith she might make further
advances. The temporal potentates oi
Furope relied upon loyalty and patriot-
ism to All their ranks. That spiritual
ruler, the pope, was peculiarly forfunate
in possessing influence which his com-
peers might well envy: and, indeed, in-
Muence to which even they were forced
to submit.  His means were potent: ior
man, sunk in ignorance, acknowledged
the supremacy of the church over his
intelligence in this world and his soul
in the next.

Having secured his entire homage, it
was possible for her to wield an almost
unlimited power for goad, by promoting
and encouraging intellectual  pursuits.
But such a course, it scems, was thought
to be suicidal to her own welfare, nay,
to her own existence. Let her attain
and keep to an integral whole and then
there was nothing that she might not
do.  TFssential was it to her that all
knowledge and all thought and all belici
should come from one source. When
this idea became shattered her power
was shaken, and her glory dimmed.
But have not all theological bodies ad-
hered to the same principle of action?
and have not their subjects broken away
more and more from creeds and dog-
mas only as they have become enlight-
ened?  Infuse knowledge into man and
he will think aright, his feclings will be
more- highly sensitive, he will construct
his own theology, and may he not then
be a nobler type of manhood?

Take from the shelves the history of
any nation, and, scanning its pages, scc
instances innumerable, how, with re-
lemtless hand, the church has held bacle



THE SEECIRUM. 7

the best intellects of the age: yea, more,
she has slain even the bodies which have
nurtured those intellects. Note the un-
numbered times she has sanctioned and
even participated in pillage and spolia-
tion. Murder has put a bloody finger
upon every page of history and, as the
days of reckoning come, can the differ-
ent churches say: “We are innocent?”

The results of theological sway are
casily seen, the causes are no more
recondite. The conditions which make
such a factor possible should not be de-
plored, for it is characteristic of all peo-
ples that they pass through a stage
where faith is the guide of all actions.
The race. as a whole, did the best it
could, and it cannot be censured for its
ignorance or for its lack of action. We
forget that hali barbarous people adopt-
ed a religion which long centuries had
evolved among a people pre-eminently
spiritval. That they could assimilate
what waz above their standard, of ne-
cessity could not follow.  As they had
but lately emerged from barbarism, it
was but  natural that their  thinkers
walked in the valleys of supersiition and
ignorance—only rarely making  shight
ascents of the mountains around whose
smmits plays the pure, cold air of
iruth.  But science has advanced with
no faltering step. Has the history of
the last two thousand years shown that
any such advance has harmed mankind
in the least? No, for every advance in
truth has promoted true religion and not
irreligion.  True, the parapets of theo-
fogy have been battered down under its
resistless assaults, but have we not het-
tered by the change?  All advances have
but broadened and ennobled man’s idea
of Christ and God; and though the on-
ward march of truth has been met by
bigotry and perverseness coupled with
i conservatism almost overwhelming,
vet we cannot say that the result has
been wholly bad, for it compelled truth
to protect herself so wvaliantly and to
bear herself so nobly that, perhaps,
nothing was lost thereny.

Man's deep religious nature will cver
react upon his thirst for knowledge, and
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these two forces, balancing each other,

will produce a creation which prophets,
in their divine moments, have pictured.
I see before me a noble race arising,
clothed in power majestic—the forces of
nature yield themselves to its touch:
still dependent upon the infinite, its
spiritual nature holds ever sweeter and
diviner communion with God.
L. R. W.

Ghe First Magicin.

Webster defines a  magician as one
who performs things by enchantment.
Who was the first magician? Whence
came he?  What were the wonders he
performed? and whence came the en-
chantment with  which  The periormed
them? The frst magician of whom his-
tory speaks came from Paradise, when
God drove Adam and Eve out of the
Garden of Eden, saying, “go forth and
carn thy bread Dby the sweat of thy
brow.” His name is Work, he has been
upon carth for more than five thousand
yvears and is as young today as when at
God's command he went forth the guar-
dian angel of the children of men.

No one but him has ever bathed in the
fountain of youth, sourht for so long
and so unsuccessiully by the people of
past ages. The years that have passed
have neither silvered his brow  nor
sapped his strength,  He stands woday
in the prime of his manhood, as noble
and majestic as when he stood outside ot
the gates of Paradise, an unscen loree
that was to transiorm the whole wide
world into a delightful habitation for the
human race. No great or noble deed
has cver Dbeen accomplished except
through his agency. No nation has
ever risen without his help, nor yet been
over-thrown without his aid.  His name
is a synonym of power and endurance
and vet of beauty and sweetness.

Let us trace his deeds from antiquity
to the present.  We find him in the
areat cities of the past.  When Babylon
and Ninevah were built he was there
His epitaph still stands by Egypt's sa-
cred river in the pyramids. We can
trace his hand in the events that made










































