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Boyhood life does not in its nature 
often tell one very closely of his future 
work. It is well if those first days lead 
one's feet over paths and among ob-
jects which shall busy the thoughts in 
after days. A person's birthplace may 
not fix one's ocupation but early asso-
ciations readily prejudice selection, when 
the time of selection is at hand. Thus 
it was in part, with the subject of this 
sketch. Closing the village school days 
with a longing for travel and visions of 
law and of legislative glory—entering  

the 	university 	with 	mechanical 
engineering uppermost in view—
he  readily fell a prey to 
the love of plant and animal iife as in-
stigated by Professors Barnes, Coulter 
and Arthur, a love which promised 
slight thought of public life and liveli-
hood. The study was a source of hap-
piness at every advance. It was an 
evening up day of opportunity, the get-
ting even with many a plant and animal, 
sources of wonder in days already gone. 
It was interesting labor to learn of the 
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anatomical and physiological features 
of nature developing through ages, 
which had made possible the surly 
bullhead and the doughty pumpkin-
seed of the "old swimming hole," the 
treacherously slippery "frog-spittle" on 
the ripple rocks and the toe stinging 
nettle on the shore line. 

In the pre-university days there were 
fourteen years of this nature study by.. 
contact ranging from wallowing in the 
sand of North Hogan Creek and roll: 
ing down the 'steep Dearborn hillsides 
of Indiana to various grades of swim-
ming, sliding, fishing, 'hunting and wood 
splitting. To be sure game was neither 
so large nor so abundant as in the days 
of Boone, but there wastheblackbassin 
Hogan to be rock-trapped by hiin who 
knew his habits, and the "possum" 
coon, and squirrel made pleasurable and 
desirable long woodland excursions 
over hills amid forests of oak, hickory, 
bass-wood, liquid-amber and poplar, 
such as exist nowhere north of the 
watersheds of the Ohio. After these 
day dreams of woods and stream Carrie 
four years of farm life under 'eastern 
Michigan conditions. There are vivid 
remembrances of those first days when 
the answer came, "Yes, you may go 
fishing this afternoon if you plow as 
much corn this morning as if at home 
all day"--or to that effect—remem-
brances of the shin-cracking return of 
the root front before the "jumping 
shovel" plow,_ the winter log boat, the 
stone boat, the long rows of stanchion-
ed cattle and the haying days. Though 
the Experiment Stations as they now 
exist were not in operation, these days 
were probably in. anticipation of 
Prof. L. H. Bailey's late remarks to ,  

the effect that to be of use in an experi-
ment station one must first have served 
an apprenticeship upon the farm. One 
more summer was spent upon a Hoos= 
ier farm mostly in more or less broken 
connection with the versatile "hillside" 
plow. Then came the Dearborn County 
scholarship to Purdue University, the 
first held from that county.' Five years 
were spent in the .  university with sum-
mers upon farms in—Indiana and Illi-
nois, sufficing to tarn the degree B. S.—
followed by M. S. two years later. The 
thesis for this work was a dissertation 
upon the nature of the rusts of the cer-
eal grains, a study still of chief experi-
mental interest. 

During 	this 	university 	period 
Professor Bolley became a mem- 
ber of the Indiana; Academy 
Of Science, a member and later a 
fellow of the American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. He is al-
so a fellow of the Society for the Pro-
motion of Agricultural Science. 

Previous to graduation Professor 
Bolley was a student assistant in Biol-
ogy under Dr. Coulter at Purdue Uni-
versity, later instructor in Biology in 
the same laboratories, and in 1888 and 
1890 was assistant Botanist and Bacter-
iologist of the Indiana Experimental 
Station under Dr. J. C. 'Arthur. He 
Came from that position*to this institu-
tion on the date of its organization, 
Oct, i5, 189o. His chief lines of in-
vestigations have_ been concerned with 
questions of physiology and of diseases. 
of plants. together With bacteriology of 
milk and of water. The results at-
tained, aside from technical papers, are 
recorded in the 'bulletins of the Indiana 
and North Dakota Experiment Stations. 

OlivQr Ufer?d ,01 polfrIeF. 

By a superficial reader of Holmes' 
works, a majority of his writings would 
in all probability be condemned as 
heavy and too profound for ordinary in-
tellectual ability to comprehend or to  

peruse with any degree of interest or 
pleasure; but this is true only in a sur-
face glance at his deepest articles. 

That some of them are profound can-
not be denied, but his sparkling wit and 
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practical thoughts make them readable 
in the largest sense of the word. As 
for his lighter works—it is hard to apply 
that quality to them, undoubtedly less 
profound would be more correct—we 
find in them the witty, the good, the 
beautiful and the patriotic, which make 
them near to us. 

He was not a poet of nature, but "My 
Aviary," written in later life, presents a 
series of marine pictures showing that 
had this author taken the woods and the 
shore for his theme, he would have ably 
coped with our greatest poets of nature. 

Although he first became known and 
revered as a poet, he is, perhaps, more 
renowned in prose. His first lit-
erary work was as ,editor of The Col-
legian, his college paper while an under-
graduate at Harvard, and this paper was 
indebted to Holmes for its vivacity and 
its humorous poems. He was amember 
of that famous class of '29, which in-
cludes Judges B. R. Curtis and George 
Bigelow, Hon.. Geo. Davis, Professor 
Pierce, the great mathematician, Revs. 
Freeman, Clarke, Robbins and Chan-
ning—all prominent Unitarian clergy-
men—Rev. Smith, author of our best 
known national hymn—and others. 

The annual gathering of this college 
class of noted men have called forth 
some of Holmes' liveliest and most 
worthy poems. An edition of 
these 	class 	poems 	makes 	over 
thirty pages—varying from the 
lighter ones of rollicking spirited youth 
to the more reflective, sadder ones of 
maturity. 

"The Song of Other Days," one of the 
earliest of these, may be called, if it is 
permissable to praise a class drinking 
song, the most splendid specimen in 
modern literature. They were all the 
more fascinating and appreciable when 
read at these meetings by their author, 
who put in each line the spirit in which 
it was written, far better than any elo-
cutionist could hope to do. One .of the 
best known of the lighter kind is one 
for the year '52, and entitled "Ques-
tions and Answers." 

Where, oh, where are the visions of 
morning, 

Fresh as the dews of our prime? 
Gone like tenants that quit without 

warning, 
Down the back entry of Time. 
He was . a member of a club along: 

with Emerson and Longfellow, at whose 
meetings was heard some of his best -
after-dinner poems, for which he was. 
noted. Of these Nux Postcoenastica 
is perhaps the best. We appreciate some--
what his intellect and ability when we 
reflect on the fact that at the age of 
twenty-one he produced such poetry as 
"Old Ironsides," "The Last Leaf," "My 
Aunt" and "The Dilemma." In Holmes, 
fun is always closely followed or identi-
fied with pathos. After some comic -
picture we come upon a stanza contain-
ing the gentlest touch of natural feel-
ing. "The Last Leaf" is a good illus-
tration of this characteristic: 
"I know it is a sin for me to sit and grim. 

at him here; 
But the old three-cornered bait 
And the breeches and all that 

Are so queer." 
"The mossy marbles rest 
On the lips that he has prest 
In their bloom; 
And the names he loved to hear- 
Have been carved for many a year - 
On the tomb." 

The hour of the nation's need at the 
breaking out of the Civil War found' 
Holmes a patriot inspired with passion-
ate devotion, and he gave to his 
country "The Voice of the Loyal 
North," "Brother Jonathan's Lament 
for Sister Caroline," "Army Hymn,"' 
"Never or Now" and "Union and Lib4- 
erty," perhaps the greatest of these. 

After graduation he studied medicine 
in the schools and hospitals of London ,  
and Paris, returning and taking his de-- 
gree at Harvard. He practiced medi-
cine for several years in Boston and he-
had published some volume's of Profes-
sional Papers, among them being "Cur--
rents and Counter-currents in Medical' 
Science," "Border Lines in Some Prov-
inces of Medicine" and "Mechanism in 
Thought and Morals." In these is.. 
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found, mingled with the technical part, 
his wit, good humor and literary skill. 

To The Atlantic Monthly, founded in 
1857 he contributed "The Autocrat of 
the Breakfast Table," "The Professor 
of the. Breakfast Table," "Elsie Venner" 
and "The Guardian Angel." 

"The Autocrat of the Breakfast 
Table" was a series of essays, put in 
conversational form, upon the leading 
social and moral questions of the day, 
and indeed of today. These more 
than anything else depict his profound 
logic written in language so that the 
least educated can comprehend the 
greatest thoughts€and combined with 
that, his wit, which made them pleas-
ant to read. "The ProfesSor of the 
Breakfast Table" was upon the same 
plan but new characters were 'employed. 
In these he said less about social ques-
tions and minor morals and dealt with 
proiblems €"illuminated them with 
science and experience, and adorned 
them with beautiful imagery." They 
show more force of thought and more 
tender pathos. 

"Elsie Waller" is a weird story pre-
ulations concerning hereditary tenden-
cies. 

The Guardian Angel" is a counter-
part in some respects, but a more agree-
able story. In it 'the clergy are rep-
resented and in them we perceive the 
currents and eddies of theological opin-
ions. 

"The Poet of the Breakfast Table," 
which apeared in 1871, contains vigorous 
attacks against certain theological opin-
ions, especially the rigid Calvinistic 
views. 

We ascribe depth of intellect and feel-
ing to him who wrote 

"Build thee more stately mansions, 0, 
my soul€ 

As the swift seasons roll 
Leave thy low-'vaulted past, 
Let each new temple nobler that the last 
Shut thee from Heaven with a dome 

more vast, 
Till thou at length are free, 
Leaving thine outgrown, shell by life's 

unresting sea." 

MISS BRONSON AS A COM- 
PANION. 

There is a sort of companionship fre-
quent among girls€a silent companion-
ship€in which the friends study or walk 
or work together, scarcely exchanging 
a word, yet contented, enjoying each 
other's presence. 

There is that other girl comrade of 
ours whose presence wakes us up men-
tally, whose bright chatter and irrepres-
sibility make it impossible for us to be 
dull or silent in her presence. 

Of these last "Brownie" was one. 
She came upon one with dancing eyes 
and a mischievous smile or an evanes-
cent frown and pout; she teased; she 
laughed, or sang snatches of song, or 
protested with great vehemence that 
she couldn't, couldn't get her lesson, 
and would certainly fail utterly in reci-
tation, or expressed the wildest joy be-
cause she had recited creditably. To 
those of us who are more or less on, a 
dead level of feeling, moderately, calm-

. ly contented about our duties and our 
pleasures as they come, a varying na-
ture like hers, now in the clowds, now 
treading earth in their shadow, comes 
as an awakening€a revelation.. 

To everyone she was "Brownie"€ 
there•was a fitness about the name; for 
in her there was something of the busy, 
energetic spirit of those strange little 
beings of our imagination, determina-
tion to accomplish what she sets out to 
do and courage in struggling over the 
places too rough for her girlish 
strength. 

Even when really despairing over 
some task, made harder to her because 
of her weak eyes, she would break into 
her own bewailing with some joking 
speech and go laughing away. 

Yet she had ready sympathy for the 
everyday woes of others and was al-
ways ready to comfort a companion 
afflicted with the "blues" or to help with 
an unmanageable lesson. 

Child of 'impulse that she was; she 
was not unlike this month of showers 
and sunshine in which she left us. 

Jo. Jewett. A. E. S., '98 


























