Map Reading and Interpretation Exercise: Geography of Religion

Name

There are two parts to this activity. There are first six simple map reading and interpretation questions
to assess your basic skills of using thematic maps. Then, there is a two-phase short answer essay to
assess if you can apply map-related information to a current events issue while recognizing spatial and
geopolitical relationships.
Question 1

2 points Save
According to Figure 5.25 of your textbook, there are TWO principal formal
regions of Catholicism in the United States associated with two distinct ethnic
groups. Which ethnic groups have been identified in this manner? Remember:
BOTH ethnic groups must be marked for full credit.
German
English
French
Spanish

Question 2

1 points Save
Refer to Figure 5.18 of your textbook. Some universalizing religions are on the
decline globally but some are experiencing increased adherence and expansion
in other regions of the world. Comparing the areal coverage, which of the
following SUBTROPICAL regions has the largest area of universalizing
religions? Note: if you need to use an atlas, go right ahead.
Caribbean, Mexico, and Central America
Southeast Asia
North Africa and Sahelian Africa
South Asia
Scandinavia
North America

Question 3

3 points
The column on the left lists the major branches of Christianity. The column on
the right identifies major branches of the Indo-European language family.
Based upon Figure 5.4 and Figure 5.18 of your textbook, match the two
columns

-

Catholicism

-

Eastern Orthodox

-

Protestantism

A. Germanic
B. Indian
C. Balto-Slavic
D. Armenian
E. Italic

Save

Question 4

1 points Save
Refer to Figure 5.18 of your textbook. Tribal religions are on the decline globally
but still are practiced in some regions of the world. Comparing the areal
coverage, which of the following ARCTIC regions has the largest area of
animists and shamanists? Note: if you need to use an atlas, go right ahead.
Amazon Basin
Siberia
Nunavat
North Dakota

Question 5

1 points Save
Refer to Figure 5.18 of your textbook. Tribal religions are on the decline globally
but still are practiced in some regions of the world. Comparing the areal
coverage, which of the following TROPICAL regions has the largest area of
animists and shamanists? Note: if you need to use an atlas, go right ahead.
Siberia
Northern South America
Equatorial and Southern Africa
Australian Outback

Question 6

2 points

Save

The southern part of the Sahel (refer to Figure 5.18 of your textbook and
related readings) is where Christianity is diffusing or attempting to diffuse into
regions that historically have been identified as which TWO religious bodies?
Remember, to receive full credit you must mark both correct answers!
Judaism
Tribal (traditional)
Islam
Sikhism
Short Answer Essay Question: Return to the map of the southern Sahel (Figure 5.18). First, how
might the introduction of Sharia Law in northern Nigeria and other aspects of the ongoing diffusion of
Islam into the southern Nigeria be factors in the political instability of this part of Africa? Second, why
is the spatial situation of Nigeria significant to the West with respect to both the War on Terrorism and
Western reliance, particularly that of the USA, upon oil from the Niger Delta? 10 PTS.

