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1. Course Information
Category(ies) in which you are submitting this course:
Course title/number/credits:

Social & Behavioral Sciences

Colloquium in the Social Sciences / HON 341 / 3 cr.

Catalog description:
Interdisciplinary exploration of selected topics in the social sciences; emphasis on integrating
information and perspectives from multiple disciplines and on student participation through
discussion, research, writing, and projects. May be repeated. Prereq: admission to Honors
program or dept. permission.

Students for whom the course is intended (only if applicable):
Students admitted to the University Honors Program and others as space is available

2. Textbook(s)/Course Materials/Library Materials on Reserve (if required)
Title(s) Texts will vary with each course

3. Intended Course Outcomes and Their Relationship to General Education
List course outcomes in measurable terms and identify the associated general education
outcome(s) by number.
Outcome 1
Students will improve their ability to:
1. Listen to and react to a wide variety of perspectives, both from other participants and from
other sources (guest lecturers, readings, etc.)
2. Participate in a respectful and stimulating exchange of ideas about important issues
3. Routinely engage in and often lead discussions
4. Produce reasoned written responses to the issues and discussion
5. Perform background research on topics and produce written and oral projects which
integrate information and viewpoints from multiple disciplines

Outcome 6
Students will improve their ability to:
1. Perceive the disciplinary viewpoints, and their consequences, on given topics and issues
2. Locate and integrate information and differing viewpoints through research and discussion
on these topics
3. Present orally and in written form an interdisciplinary synthesis of the information and
perspectives studied

4. Student Activities to Promote General Education Outcomes
Outcome 1: Courses taught as honors colloquia emphasize interaction between professors
and students, especially the open exchange of ideas and perspectives. Students are asked to
participate in and to lead discussions on a routine basis; they must do more than present—the
need to account for opposing viewpoints, especially those of their fellow participants (listening)
is stressed; writing assignments routinely include short reaction papers or essays on weekly
readings and discussion as well as long project-style papers which are often presented orally.
Courses include both individual and group presentations or projects.
Outcome 6: This outcome is emphasized throughout these courses because of their
interdisciplinary nature. Because the goal of the courses is to show how different disciplines
contribute to the analysis and understanding of various problems and issues, students are
required to research, discuss, and write from a position which integrates multiple perspectives.
In researching and reviewing the literature on a topic, students must show that they get outside
the primary discipline; in discussing and writing about the issue, they must show that they have
a grasp of the issue’s complexity by bringing in and integrating conflicting viewpoints.
Discussion and writing assignments stress the need to make inferences, see linkages, and go
beyond summary and reiteration to find meaningful compromises or alternatives.

5. Evaluation of General Education Outcomes
Outcome 1: Students demonstrate this through the various discussion and writing assignments.
Discussion assignments require listening skills above all, but also presentational skills, including
creation of outlines or abstracts to support the discussion. The writing assignments vary from
short essays on weekly topics, which are often presented orally as well, to end-of-term projects
that involve researching, presenting, and writing . Since the honors coll oquia are designed as
“conversations”, the students are heavily evaluated on their participation in all forms of that
communication.
Outcome 6: Students are evaluated on the quality of their participation in the discussions, which
is dependent on their having have read from a variety of sources and perspectives and having
attempted some synthesis of the material to present to the seminar or to put down in writing.

6. Schedule and Topics
(e.g., major assignments, exams/quizzes, projects, vacations, field trips or special activities,
unless provided in attached syllabus)
For examples, see attached syllabus

Outcome 1
General Education Outcome 1: Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts and
modes, using a variety of communication skills.
In order for a course to meet General Education Outcome 1, student products should be
substantial and should constitute at least 50% of the course grade. The course must require that
students produce at least three pieces in two of the following three categories: writing, oral
presentations, or visual communication. Students should receive structured feedback and at
least one revision should be required.
1a Communicate effectively in a variety of contexts
The student has demonstrated the ability to communicate effectively:
1. For a variety of
N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
purposes (to inform/
Evidence: The discussions include explanation and information on a
complex issue, presentation of different perspectives and an argument for
persuade/ evaluate,
or against certain of these, a synthesis which evaluates and proposes, etc.
etc.)
2. With different kinds of
audiences (peers,
public, individuals,
groups, etc.)

N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
Evidence: Oral presentations and discussions may include an audience of

3. In different kinds of
communication forums
(dialogues, committees,
public speeches,
various publications,
electronic
communication [email,
web pages], etc.)
4. Using different kinds
of formats (formal
presentation, progress
report, final report, news
story, etc.)
5. Other. Please specify.

N/A
No
Somewhat
Evidence: Students are asked to work on and present material

peers, professors (courses often team taught), and invited guests with
expertise on the topic.

Yes

individually and in pairs or groups, to take part in electronic discussion
groups, to produce a variety of written work (reports/reactions; research
papers; opinion essays).

N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
Evidence: Formal presentations, individual, paired, and group; less formal
open discussion; opinion essays; written reactions to texts; research papers

N/A
Evidence:

No

Somewhat

Yes

1b Communicate effectively in a variety of modes
The student has demonstrated the ability to communicate effectively:
1. Using oral
N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
communication
Evidence: Open discussion, formal presentations by students are routine
2. Using written
communication

N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
Evidence: Frequent writing assignments (reactions, opinion essays,
reports on readings) and longer research papers.

3. Using visual
communication (charts,
graphs, illustrations,
etc.)
4. Other. Please specify.

N/A
Evidence

No

Somewhat

Yes

N/A
Evidence:

No

Somewhat

Yes

1c Communicate effectively using a variety of skills
The student has demonstrated the ability to communicate effectively:
1. Finding topics,
N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
arguments, and
Evidence:
evidence appropriate for
speech/written
document/ situation
2. Organizing ideas in a N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
coherent structure
Evidence: Students must bring together their ideas on complex issues in
order to lead discussion, present individual or group background research,
and write opinion essays and other written work.

3. Composing language
effectively to convey
meaning
4. Employing an
appropriate universitylevel vocabulary
5. Demonstrating the
grammar, spelling,
usage, mechanics, and
structure of standard
English

N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
Evidence Important for credible participation in discussion and essential

6. Presenting the text or
speech effectively as
finished product or
performance
7. Other. Please specify.

N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
Evidence One of the essential learning experiences of a seminar /

in written work, where it directly affects the grade given for that work

N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
Evidence Routinely evaluated in discussion and writing assignments
N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
Evidence Fundamental expectation for admission to the honors program
or for anyone given permission to enroll in the honors colloquia

colloquium. Students are explicitly evaluated on these terms for both their
oral and written work.

N/A
Evidence:

No

Somewhat

Yes

Outcome 6
Outcome 6: Integrate knowledge and ideas in a coherent and meaningful manner.
Integrate knowledge and ideas in a coherent manner.
The student has demonstrated the ability to:
1. Identify and
N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
organize information
Evidence: The colloquia are issue driven – all assignments do this.
Students are specifically asked to generate discussion and writing based on a
relevant to a question
multi-disciplinary understanding of a problem.
or issue.
2. Synthesize
information to address a
question or issue from a
variety of sources (such
as personal observation,
scholarly journals,
monographs, electronic
media).

N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
Evidence: Assignments require background research in both media
sources and scholarly publications to augment personal observation in order
to underline the various kinds of information and viewpoints available on a
problem. Discussion and writing centers around bring these together in a
meaningful way.

3. Integrate a variety
of perspectives and
points of view to
address a question or
issue.
4. Other. Please
specify.

N/A
No
Somewhat
Evidence: See previous statement, #2 above

N/A
Evidence:

No

Somewhat

Yes

Yes

Integrate knowledge and ideas in a meaningful manner.
The student has demonstrated the ability to:
1. Identify significant
N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
patterns from
Evidence: Discussion and writing assignments require individuals to
information relevant focus on a particular aspect of an issue and present a reasoned argument
that helps to both understand the complexity of the problem and seek a
to a question or
meaningful response.
issue.
2. Identify significant
N/A
No
Somewhat
Yes
patterns from the
Evidence:
variety of points of
view and perspectives
relevant to a question
or issue.

3. Evaluate the
significance of various
points of view and
perspectives relevant to
a question or issue.

N/A
Evidence:

4. Integrate information
to gain new insights
relevant to a question or
issue.
5. Integrate
perspectives and points
of view to gain new
insights relevant to a
question or issue.
6. Other. Please
specify.

N/A
Evidence:

No

Somewhat

Yes

The emphasis in the colloquia is on seeing problems across disciplines,
across time, and often across cultures, whether domestic, academic, or
international. That is the idea behind the “conversational” approach.
Difficult to evaluate in a quantitative way, although students are asked to
synthesize material in such a way that significance emerges from the work
of putting the various angles and viewpoints together.

No

Somewhat

Yes

N/A
No
Somewhat
Evidence: See statements #1 and 3 above

Yes

N/A
Evidence

Yes

No

Somewhat

North Dakota State University
University Honors Program
Fall Semester 20XX
Honors 341
Colloquium in the Social Sciences

World Media and World Power
Instructor
Ross Collins, Ph.D., associate professor of communication, 321 Minard; tel 231-7295;
ross.collins@ndsu.edu;
www.ndsu.edu/communication/collins.
Office hours: 9:30-11 Tuesdays and Thursdays, or by appointment.
Class web site: www.ndsu.edu/communication/collins/resources.htm.
Class web site includes announcements page, class roster, class resources, and student bulletin
board.
Colloquium Description: Interdisciplinary exploration of selected topics in the social sciences;
emphasis on integrating information and perspectives from multiple disciplines and on student
participation through discussion, research, writing, and projects. May be repeated. Prereq:
admission to Honors program or dept. permission. 3 credits
General Education: This course has been approved for the General Education category of Social
and Behavioral Sciences because it focuses on the methods used by scholars in the social sciences to
analyze and understand human behaviors and the various processes and structures that are
reflected in societies and cultures.
The assignments for the course address Outcome #1 (communicate effectively in a variety
of ways) by requiring students to participate actively in discussions, to formulate opinions, defend
them, scrutinize those of others, re-evaluate their own, and respond to criticism. There are also
written assignments which increase students’ awareness of what it means to read texts and
evaluate data with a critical eye and to prepare to discuss these materials convincingly. Outcome
#6 (integration of knowledge in a meaningful way) is a pre-requisite for success in #1. Discussion
and papers must demonstrate that students have sufficiently assimilated and are able to synthesize
the readings, research, previous discussions, and occasional lecture so that the divergent
perspectives on the issue at hand can be brought together in a meaningful way.

Course Objectives
Comparing perspectives on American society: from within and without.
Understanding media systems worldwide.
Studying media abroad compared with domestic media development.
Examining concepts and philosophies of journalism and its relationship to political
systems worldwide.
Considering how U.S. world views drive foreign policy perspectives.
Influence of science and popular culture world-wide.
Attendance
As this is an advanced-level seminar, attendance is essential. Students need to come prepared to

ask questions and discuss assigned material, as informed discussion is vital to the vibrant
experience of a seminar.
Instructor realizes that students sometimes face unforeseen emergencies that may require them to
miss a seminar or class. Course policy is to allow one “free skip” for any reason. Beyond this
students must realize that their missing the discussion may substantially lower their class grade.
What is a seminar?
Students who enroll in a class may expect to receive a syllabus specifically describing the
material that class will cover, how it will be covered, and activities throughout the semester. The
class instructor will take primary responsibility for preparing and relaying this information to
students, through lectures as well as films, field trips and other activities, and specific
assignments. Examinations will usually be administered to evaluate student progress and
establish a final grade.
A seminar, on the other hand, shares the educational experience among students and instructors.
Professors facilitate discussion based on their own knowledge and study of a topic, but seldom
offer long lectures or other formally structured lesson plans and assignments. Learning is instead
based on participation of each student. Students will be expected to do their own research on
topic ideas to be covered at class meetings, offer essays or other written work in support of those
ideas, and lead or facilitate group discussions of those topics. In addition to facilitating class
discussions, instructors may provide tutorials and evaluation of written work. But the knowledge
and insight taken from a seminar relies on enthusiasm of everyone who takes part.
Because the seminar approach asks students to pursue research, writing and discussion of topics
through their own initiative, enrollment is usually limited to motivated and mature participants,
either high-achieving undergraduates or graduate-level students. Ancient universities such as
Cambridge (the instructor's alma mater!) and Oxford, as well as American “Ivy League”
universities, favor the seminar as a pinnacle of higher education. Truly it is the bright and
fortunate undergraduate at NDSU who experiences the challenge—and fun!—of seminar-style
learning.
Course requirements and grading
Grades will be based on class participation and written work as assigned throughout the
semester. There will be no examinations. Students will be asked to submit an annotated list of
references (at least three) that they consulted in preparation for each class session, and be
prepared to discuss the week’s topic. (In other words, don’t just sit there: say something!)
References must include material beyond web sites!
Please note that reference lists, essays, and other written work must be typed, double-spaced, and
reasonably free of spelling and grammar errors.
Graded assignments
* Topic essays. Students will be expected to produce an essay every other week or so, 50 pts
each=300 pts.
* Three self-assessment essays, 50 pts each=150 pts.
* Weekly participation, 200 pts.
Total pts: about 650 pts, depending on number of topic essays.

Grading will be standard point-count based on a percentage: 90-100 percent=A, 80-89
percent=B, 70-79 = C; 60-69 = D, less than 60 = F
* An essay for this class is a four- to five-page paper based on specific topics to be discussed, as
decided on by the instructor and the class.
* A self-assessment essay is a three- to four-page paper relating to broader issues discussed in
meeting sessions, and how they may relate to your personal life.
*Class participation: students will receive a mid-semester evaluation of their class participation
for reference.
Tentative Schedule
General class themes and approximate schedule
Discussions may center around the following themes, each reflecting an aspect of American
power or world media. They will not necessarily be presented in this order, and are subject to
change, depending on class/instructor interests and current events.
Week

1.

World Power:
Post-Cold War era.

2.

United Nations.

Self-Assessment Essay 1

3.

America as superpower.

Topic Essay 1

4.

Inhibitors of American power.

5.

Iraq—Pre-9/11, post 9/11.

6.

Perceptions of America—Pre-9/11, post 9/11.

7.

Foreign policy.

Self-Assessment Essay 2

8.

Popular culture.

Topic Essay 3

9.

Science and global power.

10.

Economic constraints.

Topic Essay 2

Topic Essay 4

11.

World Media:
World press systems & Survey of influential world media.

12.

History and development of the mass media world-wide.

13.

The New World Information and Communication Order (NWICO)

14.

The mass media and war.

Self-Assessment Essay 3

15.

Globalization and media conglomerates.

Topic Essay 6

16.

Conclusion

Topic Essay 5

Books and readings
No textbooks are required. Students will be expected to collect and read course material to
prepare for the theme of each class. Readings will be collected from the library, on-line
databases, and the internet. Instructor may assign specific readings, or may provide
bibliographical lists from which students may wish to draw to prepare for a meeting. Information
students collect and present in class may be used for subsequent class assignments.
Official notices

Work in this course must adhere to the NDSU Code of Academic Responsibility and Conduct.
This addresses cheating, plagiarism, fabrication, or facilitating dishonesty. Instructors have the
right to respond to a student’s dishonesty by failing the student for the particular assignment or
test, or even the entire course, or recommend the student drop the course. All participants in the
Honors Program are expected to perform their work and conduct themselves in an honest and
ethical manner, consistent with NDSU Senate Policy, Section 335: Code of Academic
Responsibility and Conduct, to be found at http://www.ndsu.nodak.edu/policy/335.htm
If you have documentation from the Disability Services Office indicating that you have a
disability which requires certain accommodations, please present this information to me as soon
as possible.

