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OVERVIEW 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the NDSU Archives. 

 

Provenance:  Initial donation by Rudolf Otterson, 1953 (Acc. 44) 

 

Property rights:  The NDSU Archives owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection is held by the NDSU Archives. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Alexander McKenzie Collection (SC 44), NDSU Archives, North 

Dakota State University, Fargo. 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Alexander McKenzie was born April 3, 1851 in Ontario, Canada. He immigrated to the 

United States and worked as a station hand and, later, as foreman of a construction crew 

for the Northern Pacific Railroad. He settled in Bismarck, North Dakota in 1873 where he 

was appointed sheriff of Burleigh County; he later served as Republican national 

committeeman for North Dakota. In addition to his persuasive role in North Dakota 

politics, McKenzie and several associates established the Alaska Gold Mining Company 

through which he was involved in questionable operations in Nome, Alaska during the 

early 1900s for which he served jail time.  
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

Student term papers, published articles, and newspaper clippings documenting the life of 

Alexander McKenzie. 

 

 

FOLDER LIST 

 

Folder  Content 

 

1  “Alexander McKenzie: A Product of the Western Environment,” a report written by 

Marjorie Stoa, 1960 

 “The Life of Alexander McKenzie,” a term paper written by David Baglein (2) 

 “Alexander McKenzie in North Dakota,” a term paper written by Donna Risan 

 Photocopy of newspaper clipping from Nonpartisan Leader, Feb 3, 1916: “McKenzie 

Property Interests ‘Protected’” 

 “The Nome Gold Conspiracy” from the Pacific Northwest Quarterly, January 1982 

 “Alex Mc Kenzie” term paper by Marlowe A. Myer 

 Photocopy of newspaper clipping from North Dakota Diamond Jubilee, June 30, 1964: 

“Alex McKenzie in Alaska: Claim Jumping in the Gold Strike.” 

 Various newspaper clippings 

 Handwritten biography of Alex McKenzie 
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