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OVERVIEW
Donor: Mary (Fitterer) Smith
Accession Date: 7 August 2013
Collection Number: 148
Quantity: 0.25 linear feet
Summary: Scanned copies of a portrait of Martin and Regina (Fix) Friedt; scanned images
of a scrapbook relating to the Friedt and Fitterer families; and copies of family history
information relating to the Friedt and Fitterer families, ancestral village information, maps,
letters, and certificates.
Languages: English & German
Links:
- Mary (Fitterer) Smith Collection images on Flickr
- Obituary of Theophile E. (Ted) Smith (Star Tribune – 16 October 2013)
Access Restrictions: Open to the public, available upon request. Copyrights to items in this
collection remain with original copyright holders or are in the public domain.
Citation: Mary (Fitterer) Smith Collection, 148, Germans from Russia Heritage Collection,
NDSU Libraries, Fargo, ND.

BIOGRAPHY
Mary Fitterer grew up in Mandan, North Dakota and graduated from high school there in 1951.
On July 16, 1955, Mary Fitterer married Theophile E. “Ted” Smith, the son of Theophile N. and
Eunice (Brotherton) Smith. Ted and Mary (Fitterer) Smith settled in New Prague, Minnesota and
had four children: Marc, Dan, Brian, and Susan. Ted Smith died on October 17, 2007.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT
The Mary (Fitterer) Smith Collection consists of scanned copies of a large, oval portrait of
Martin and Regina (Fix) Friedt; scanned images of a scrapbook containing family history
information, letters, obituaries, newspaper clippings, maps, photographs, family charts, and
documents relating to the Friedt and Fitterer families; and copies of family history information
relating to the Friedt and Fitterer families, ancestral village information, maps, letters, and
certificates.
The portrait of Martin and Regina (Fix) Friedt and the scrapbook are only available in digital
format. These items were scanned by the GRHC and returned to the donor. These images are
available for viewing on the GRHC’s Flickr (see Links section above). Three pages of the
scrapbook were omitted and not uploaded for public viewing due to a donor restriction.
Some family history information relating to the Friedt and Fitterer families, ancestral village
information, maps, letters, and certificates are available in print format. These documents were
not uploaded online, but they are available for research at the GRHC. A description and listing of
these documents are available below.
The collection has been arranged into three series: Family History, Correspondence, and Digital.
The Family History Series contains copies of naturalization records; death records; obituaries;
certificates; newspaper clippings; information and records about George, Emilie, and John
Fitterer; information and records on the Henke and Haupt familes; and information and records
on the Fried, Freed, and Friedt families. Also included is some information on the village of
Karlsruhe in the Beresan District of South Russia, which is an ancestral village of the families.
The Correspondence Series is comprised of copies of letters sent to Emilie Fitterer from
Celestina Assel and Rosa Assel of Dushanbe, Tajikistan. The letters date from 1964-1967.
The Digital Series includes scanned images of a portrait of Martin and Regina (Fix) Friedt and
scanned images a scrapbook containing family history information, letters, obituaries, newspaper
clippings, maps, photographs, family charts, and documents relating to the Friedt and Fitterer
families. The scrapbook dates from the early 1900s to the 2000s. Also available for viewing on
Flickr are documents and other family history information that were found loose within the
scrapbook.

BOX AND FOLDER LIST
Box/Folder

Contents

1/1

Finding aid, inventory, and historical information
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FAMILY HISTORY SERIES
1/2
1/3
1/4
1/5
1/6
1/7
1/8

Fried, Friedt, Freed families
Friedt family
George and Emilie Fitterer
Henke and Haupt families
John Fitterer
Karlsruhe, Beresan
Obituaries and naturalization records

CORRESPONDENCE SERIES
1/9

Correspondence, 1964-1967

DIGITAL SERIES
Flickr
Flickr

Portrait of Martin and Regina (Fix) Friedt
Family scrapbook, early 1900s-2000s
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