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BIOGRAPHY 

 

Agnes May Bishop was born May 2, 1883, at Bishops Mills, Ontario, Canada, the daughter of Mr. and 

Mrs. Alfred Lee Bishop. The family moved to Aurora, Nebraska when she was a young girl. There she 

attended school and later attended Nebraska Wesleyan University. As a young woman, her family moved 

to Casselton and later to Fargo, N.D. On November 27, 1907 she married John Alexander Jardine of 

Fargo, who was head of the Jardine Bridge Company. Mrs. Jardine was active in the company for many 

years and following the death of Mr. Jardine on September 15, 1952, she was elected president and 
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treasurer of the company with her son John B. Jardine as vice-president. Mrs. Jardine also was elected 

vice-president of the Concrete Sectional Culvert Company of which her son was president. 

 

Mrs. Jardine was very active in North Dakota and national music circles. She was one of the organizers of 

the North Dakota Federation of Music Clubs and also helped organize the Junior Fargo Music Club. She 

served as president for two terms of the National Federation of Music Clubs and later as its finance 

chairman. She also was an active member of the F-M Quota Club, Sigma Alpha Iota, and a founding 

member of the Fargo-Moorhead Symphony Orchestra. Mrs. Jardine died November 22, 1964, in Fargo 

and is buried at Riverside Cemetery. She was a member of First Methodist Church. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The Agnes Jardine Papers document her involvement in musical affairs, both at the state and national 

level. The papers have been organized into two series, correspondence and subject files. In 2005 two 

scrapbooks were donated by Carolyn Nelson of Fargo that were found among the North Dakota 

Federation of Music Clubs but rightfully belong with the Jardine papers. 

 

The Correspondence Series covers the period 1922 to 1924 when Mrs. Jardine was president of the 

North Dakota Federation of Music Clubs. It consists of both incoming and outgoing correspondence and 

appears quite complete. It has been arranged alphabetically following her original order. Many of the 

1etters are pasted together. The correspondence relates entirely to routine federation business such as 

programs, projects, and visits to clubs, etc. They do give a very good view of the operations of the 

federation during these years. 

 

The Subject Files Series material is also related mainly to the national and state music clubs. Included 

are convention programs (1926, 1938) for the North Dakota Federation of Music Clubs, a few executive 

board meeting minutes and various memberships, officer and club listings for the state federation, Mrs. 

Jardine's report for 1933-1935 to the national federation as its president as well as a historical article on 

the national federation. There are also copies of two newsletters sent to state members in 1923. 

 

The newspaper clippings on the National Federation deal mainly with several of its national conventions. 

The newspaper clippings on the North Dakota Federation deal with several state conventions and 

programs. The Miscellaneous File contains a certificate of completion from the Grammar Department of 

the Fargo Public Schools for John Alexander Jardine (1896), several poems, a resolution, and several 

financial reports of the state federation. 

 

The two scrapbooks, a 2005 addition, document the 1933 biennial convention of the National Federation 

of Music Clubs held at Minneapolis, Minnesota May 21-May 28, 1933. One scrapbook apparently was 

compiled by Mrs. Jardine and includes clippings of events for each day, including items about her with 

photographs of her published in the local newspapers. It was at this convention that she became president 

of the national federation. The other scrapbook contains an extensive collection of newspaper publicity on 

the convention that appeared in local newspapers and was compiled by the Convention Department of the 

Minneapolis Civic & Commerce Association. 
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SEPARATIONS RECORD 

 

The following non-manuscript material has been removed from the Mrs. John A. Jardine Papers and sent 

to the section indicated. 

 

Newspapers (Institute newspaper collection) 

 State Record, September, 1925 

 

 

BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

Box/Folder Contents 

 

1/1  Biographical material, and Finding aid 

 

  Correspondence Series 

 

1/2  C.E. Allen, 1922; Fannie Amidon, 1922-1923; Mrs. Anheier, 1921 

1/3  Associated Press, 1923; Marjorie Bacher, 1924; Mrs. P.C. Baer, 1922; Marguerite Beard,  

   1922, 1924 

1/4  Dorothy Beardsley, 1922-1924 

1/5 C.E. Birder, 1924; Mildred Blanding, 1924; Marjorie Bocher, 1921; Mrs. Nils Boson, 1922 

1/6 Ethel Bowen, 1922; Alex Bruce, 1922, 1924; Cora Brunsvold, 1924; Genevieve Byrne, 1924 

1/7  George M. Buckingham, 1922; Mary Cairns, 1922; Mrs. J.E. Campbell, 1921; Mrs. J.W.  

   Campbell, 1922 

1/8  Lyman N. Cary, 1922-1924; Mrs. J. Cashell, Jr., 1923; Mrs. J.C. Cavanagh, 1922; Francis  

   Chatburn, 1922 

1/9  Mrs. W.A. Childs, 1921-1922; Mrs. F.M. Cleveland, 1922; Mrs. J.H. Colton, 1923; Mrs.  

   C.A. Conant, 1922 

1/10  Mrs. F.D. Cooper, 1922-1924 

1/11  Mrs. James H. Cooper, 1923-1924; S.F. Corwin, 1922; Maybelle Cox, 1924; Mrs. Ray  

   Critchfield, 1922; Ada Cox, 1924 

1/12  Mary Deem, 1922-1924 

1/13 David DeHaven, 1922; Howard DeLong, 1924; Olivia Edelbrock, 1923; H.L. Edwards, 1922 

1/14  L.C. Elby, 1923-1924; Violet Erick, 1923; Mrs. O A. Erlandson, 1921; Fargo Concert  

   Assn., 1923-1924 

1/15  Mrs. Eugene Fenelon, 1922; Mrs. G.O. Flath, 1924; Mrs. Grace F. French, 1924; Knute  

   Froysaa, 1922, 1924 

1/16  Mrs. W.E. Fuller, 1923-1924; Mrs. J.A. Graham, 1922; Mrs. E.M. Grime, 1922; Mrs.  

   Louis Harrington 

1/17  Mary K. Hail, 1923; Mrs. F.D. Henderson, 1922; Bethilda Hess, 1924; Rev. W.C.  

   Hodgson, 1923; Mrs. Clark Hovey, 1922 
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1/18  John Howard, 1921-1922, 1924 

1/19  John F. Howard, 1922; Mrs. H. Hudson, 1924; Mrs. Carol Humpstone, 1923-1924;  

 Mrs. Oscar Hundley, 1924 

1/20 Lorraine M. Hutchinson; Mrs. R.C. Hutchinson, 1922; Fred Irish, 1923; Mrs. Ralph 

 Itskin, 1922 

1/21  Mrs. A.G. Jacobson 

1/22 Mrs. Gust Johnson, 1922; Mrs. H.C. Johnson, 1923: Blanch Jones, 1922; William Just, 1

 924 

1/23  Celestia Kellington, 1922; C. Kennington, 1922; Mrs. R.W. Kibbee, 1921 

1/24  Mrs. John Knauf, 1921-1922, 1924 24 

1/25  Harry Kneeshaw, 1923; M.C. Knudson, 1924; Mrs. E.J. Lander, 1922; W.J. Lane, 1922 

1/26 Helen G. Leo, 1924; Mrs. H.L. Leonberger, 1922; Jack Levenson, 1922; H. G. Loftus, 1922 

1/27  Mrs. A. McConville, 1922-1924 

1/28  Mrs. Ella McDonald, 1923; Mrs. George McKenna, 1923; Mrs. A.C. McLane, 1922 

1/29  Mrs. Agnes McLean, 1921; Mrs. Neil McLean, 1922 

1/30  Mrs. G.F. Masters, 1922, 1924 

1/31 Mrs. G.H. Mayer-Oakes, 1924; Mrs. Christine Messer-Smith, 1922; Mrs. J.B. Meyer, 1924 

1/32  Mrs. H.W. Middaugh, 1922; Mrs. John Molstad, 1924; Max M. Moore, 1924 

1/33  Mrs. M. Morris, 1922-1924 

2/1  Florence H. Morsbach, 1923 

2/2  Mrs. A.P. Natchtwey, 1922-1924 

2/3  Mrs. C.I. Nerhaugen, 1923; Ruth Neste, 1924 

2/4  Mrs. Don Nierling, 1922-1923 

2/5  Mrs. J.J. Nygaard, 1922-1924 

2/6 Mrs. C.H. Oleson, 1922; Bertha Palmer, 1922; Clarence Parker, 1922; Laura Parker, 1922 

2/7  Lulu J. Parsons, 1924; Dorothy Payne, 1921-1922; Harriet Pearson, 1922; Mildred A. 

   Perkins, 1924 

2/8  C.L. Peterson, 1923; Mrs. Ethel Hutchins Peterson, 1924 

2/9  Mrs. H.A. Pierce 

2/10  Mrs. J.A. Poppler, 1921, 1924; Mrs. Walter Reed, 1924; Engeborg Reishus, 1923;  

   Martha Reishus, 1922 

2/11  Mrs. Jessie Finley Riley, 1921-1924 

2/12  Mrs. Sam Rinde, 1924; John H. Rindlaub, 1924; Prof. Ringgenberg, 1922;  

   Hazel E. Ritchey, 1924 

2/13  Mrs. J.W. Robinson, 1922; Pearl Rolofson, 1924; Mrs. F. W. Rose, 1922;  

   Mrs. James A. Rose, 1924 

2/14  Harold Rudd, 1922; Antonette Sabel, 1923 

2/15  Mrs. George J. Schwoebel, 1922-1924 

2/16  Mrs. D.C. Scothorn, 1924; Inez M. Serumgard, 1922; Mrs. Siver Serumgard, 1921;  

   Mrs. W.J. Servis, 1924 

2/17  Valerie Sherlock, 1923; Mrs. R.W. Skinner, 1923; Mrs. John C. Snyder, 1922; Mrs. R.L.  

   Stanley, 1921-1922 

2/18  Mrs. Alfred Steel, 1922; Prof. A.J. Stephens, 1924; W.G. Stevenson, 1921; Margaret  

   Stewart, 1921-1922 
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2/19  Mrs. W.H. Stutsman, 1922-1924; Mrs. J.C. Taylor, 1922; Mabel D. Taylor, 1924; Mrs.  

   Frank Temple, 1921 

2/20  C.C. Thayer, 1923-1924; Mrs. C.M. Tremaine, 1924; Mrs. D.M. Upham, 1922, 1924;  

   Dorothy Waller, 1922 

2/21  H.S. Walters, 1922; A.R. Watkins, 1922; Doyle Watt, 1921 

2/22  Emma G. Wheeler, 1921-1924 

2/23  A.A.Whittmore, 1922; E.H. Wilcox, 1921, 1923-1924 

2/24  Lynn Williams, 1922 

2/25  Hulda Winsted, 1924; Mrs. E.R. Wright, 1922; A.H. Yoder, M. Zimmerman, 1924 

2/26  General, 1922-1924 

 

  Subject Files Series 

 

2/27  Convention programs, 1926, 1938 

2/28  Executive Board meeting minutes, 1920, 1922 

2/29  Membership and officer lists 

2/30  Miscellaneous 

2/31  National Federation of Music Clubs, 1933-1935 

2/32  Newsletter, March-April, 1923 

  Newspaper clippings — 

2/33   National Federation of Music Clubs, 1925-1926, 1939 

2/34   North Dakota Federation of Music Clubs, 1920-1923, 1939 

2/35  Programs, 1921-1922 

Scrapbooks — 

Mss1521  National Federal of Music Clubs convention, 1933 

Mss1521  National Federal of Music Clubs convention, 1933 
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