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OVERVIEW 

 

Links:  Finding Aid to the J. Roberts Haggart Collection 

        View collections on Digital Horizons 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

       Provenance:  Donated by Gilbert and James Haggart, 1989 (Acc. 2247). 

 

Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection donated to the Institute. 

 

Citation:  Institute for Regional Studies, NDSU, Fargo (item number) 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

John Roberts Haggart was born September 22, 1901 in Fargo, N.D. He graduated from Fargo Central 

High School in 1919, received his bachelor's degree from Dartmouth College in 1923, and his master's in 

business administration from Tuck School of Business in 1924. Mr. Haggart was president of Haggart 

Construction until 1970, when he closed the business and became a Certified Public Accountant. He had 

been president of the Associated General Contractors of North Dakota, a member of several service 

organizations, and the Fargo Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Haggart married Marjory Archer in September 

1936, and they had two sons, Gilbert and James. Mr. Haggart died in Fargo on March 19, 1979. Mrs.  

Haggart was born in Finley, N.D. on December 10, 1911. She graduated from Fargo Central High in 

1929, and NDAC in 1933. She later returned to NDSU in 1964 and received a master’s degree in English. 

She taught English for fourteen years at Fargo Central High School.  She passed away January 28, 1988 

in Fargo. 

http://library.ndsu.edu/archives/collections-institute/photography/finding-aids
http://library.ndsu.edu/archives
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/205
http://digitalhorizonsonline.org/cdm4/results.php?CISORESTMP=results.php&CISOVIEWTMP=item_viewer.php&CISOMODE=thumb&CISOGRID=thumbnail,A,1;title,A,1;image,A,0;creato,200,0;none,A,0;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOBIB=title,A,1,N;image,A,0,N;creato,200,0,N;none,A,0,N;none,A,0,N;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOTHUMB=20%20(4x5);identi,none,none,none,none&CISOTITLE=20;title,none,none,none,none&CISOHIERA=20;image,title,none,none,none&CISOSUPPRESS=0&CISOTYPE=link&CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1=source&CISOBOX1=Roberts+Haggart+Family+Photograph+Collection+2041&CISOOP2=exact&CISOFIELD2=image&CISOBOX2=&CISOOP3=exact&CISOFIELD3=creato&CISOBOX3=&CISOOP4=exact&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOBOX4=&c=exact&CISOROOT=%2Fuw
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Gilbert W. Haggart, father of John Roberts, was born January 18, 1876, and was the first white male child 

born in the Fargo city limits. He established Haggart Construction Co. in Fargo. He served in the North 

Dakota State Senate from 1917 to 1920. He died in Fargo in 1967. John Roberts' mother was the former 

Ruth Roberts, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel G. Roberts, also Fargo pioneers. She graduated from the 

Fargo public schools, and attended the University of Minnesota. Mrs. Haggart was prominent in social 

activities for many years, including the Round Table Study Club. She died in 1929. 

 

J. Roberts’ paternal grandfather, John E. Haggart, was a North Dakota U.S. Marshal, Cass County sheriff, 

and a state senator from 1889 to 1898. His maternal grandfather, Samuel G. Roberts, was involved in the 

Dakota Territorial Council, and a prominent Fargo lawyer. Both where influential in the locating of the 

North Dakota Agricultural College at Fargo 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The J. Roberts Haggart Family Photograph Collection contains professional portraits of family members 

as well as informal snapshots. Many of the snapshots are in albums. There is also one portrait of Ruth 

Roberts in an oval frame. The collection was organized into six series: Haggart Family; Samuel G. 

Roberts Family; Archer-Taisey Family; Portraits; Unidentified, and General. 

 

The Haggart Family Series includes the John E. Haggart family, the Hertsgaard family (Mrs. John E. 

Haggart's family), Gilbert Woods Haggart family (John E's son), as well as many photograph albums and 

individual photographs of the J.R. Haggart family (Gilbert's son), and J. Robert's sons, Gilbert & James 

Haggart. A photograph of the Roberts' home at 1115 S. 8th St. is also included. 

 

Featured in the Samuel G. Roberts Family Series are S.G. Roberts, his family, Ruth Roberts Haggart, 

and a photograph of the Roberts family grave marker. 

 

The Archer-Taisey Family Series contains albums and snapshots of the family in the early 1900s at 

Finley, N.D. and numerous photographs of Marjorie Archer Haggart (J. Robert's wife). 

 

In the Portraits Series there are photographs of Calamity Jane, Solomon G. Comstock, Chief Joseph, 

Dennis Hannifin, Alexander McKenzie, and Ed Patterson among others, as well as tintypes and 

unidentified adults and children. 

 

The Unidentified Photographs Series contains images of family scenes and Florida scenes, as well as 

photographs of various groups, and hunting. 

 

The General Photographs Series contains a photograph of Anderson and Bearson Used Cars on 2
nd

 Ave. 

North in Fargo, the Rotary Club in 1935, the Masonic Shiloh Lodge #1 from June 1, 1893, a Tom Thumb 

wedding at Finley, N.D. in 1915, and several of the Morton County Fair in Mandan, N.D. 

 

 

BOX/FOLDER CONTENTS  (No. of images) 

 

1/0 Finding aid 

 

 Haggart Family Series 
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1/1 Haggart, John E. family (11) 

7/47 Haggart, John E. (3) 

1/2 Haggart, Mrs. John E. (Betsy Hertsgaard) (11) 

7/49 Hertsgaard, Jorgen Olsen (1) 

1/3 Hertsgaard, Ingerid Knudsdatter (1) 

1/4 Haggart, Gilbert Woods (61) 

7/48 Gilbert Portrait (2) 

1/5 Gilbert and Ruth (17) 

1/6 Gilbert family, 1920s and 1930s (32) 

1/7 Gilbert family, 1940s - 1970s (25) 

1/8 Gilbert family and dogs, photographs taken from pocket album (17) 

1/9 Haggart family, non-Gilbert (11) 

1/10 Haggart family album, Social and Family, 1930s (1 item, 108 snapshots) 

1/11 Haggart family and friends, Misc. labeled (34) 

1/12 Haggart, J.R. (9) 

7/50 J. Roberts Portrait (1) 

1/13 J. Roberts as baby and young child (20) 

2/14 J. Roberts as young boy (11) 

2/15 J. Roberts as young man, college days (20) 

2/16 J. Roberts and Marjorie (18) 

5/45 J. Roberts family album, large brown (1 item and 1 folder, approx. 1100 snapshots) 

2/17 J. Roberts family, 1940s - 1970s (38) 

2/18 J. Roberts family, blue album, 1960s - 1970s (1 item, 64 snapshots) 

6/46 J. Roberts family, green album, family and social (1 item, 280 snapshots) 

2/19 Haggart, Gilbert and James Robert (62) 

2/20 Haggart – Roberts’ home, 1115 South 8th St. (13) 

 

 Samuel G. Roberts Family Series 
 

2/21 Roberts, S.G. (16) 

2/22 Roberts, S.G. family (16) 

3/23 Roberts, Ruth (Haggart) (34) 

7/53 Roberts, Ruth portrait in oval frame (1) 

3/24 Roberts family grave marker (1) 

 

 Archer-Taisey Family Series 
 

3/25 Archer-Taisey family snapshots (48) 

3/26 Archer-Taisey family album, early 20th century (1 item, 105 snapshots) 

3/27 Archer-Taisey, Finley, N.D. snapshots (40) 

3/28 Archer, Marjorie (Haggart) (78) 

 

 Portraits Series 
 

3/29 Barnes, H.A. (1) 

4/54 Calamity Jane (2) 

4/55 Chief Joseph (1) 

3/30 Comstock, Solomon, G. (3) 
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3/31 Hannifin, Dennis (2) 

3/32 Hughes Family (5) 

4/33 McKenzie, Alexander (2) 

4/34 Patterson, Ed (1) 

4/35 Plummer, Ed (1) 

4/36 Poritt, Fred and May (Baldwin) (15) 

7/51 Russell, R.P. (1) 

4/37 Tin types, unidentified - 2 in same frame (2) 

7/52 Tribal Council (1) 

4/38 Unidentified adults (27) 

4/39 Unidentified babies and children (30) 

 

 Unidentified Photographs Series 
 

4/40 Family scenes (28) 

4/41 Florida scenes (8) 

4/42 Groups and places (10) 

4/43 Houses (9) 

4/44 Hunting scenes (10) 

 

 General Photographs Series 
 

4/56 Anderson and Bearson Used Cars, 2nd Ave. N. (1) 

4/57 Morton County Fair, Mandan, N.D. (3) 

4/58 Rotary Club, 1935 (1) 

4/59 Shiloh Lodge #1, June 1, 1893 (1) 

7/60 Tom Thumb Wedding, Finley, N.D., 1915 (1) 
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