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OVERVIEW 

 

Links: Finding aid for Herschel Lashkowitz Papers 
Finding aid to the later accession of Herschel Lashkowitz Photograph Collection 

  Finding Aid to the Harry Lashkowitz Photograph Collection. 

  View collection in Digital Horizons. 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

Provenance:  Donated by Herschel Lashkowitz, 1990. 

 

Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection remain with creator or the Institute. 

 

Citation:  Institute for Regional Studies, NDSU, Fargo (item number) 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Herschel Irving Lashkowitz was born April 2, 1918 in Fargo, N.D., the oldest child of Harry and Etta 

(Levitz) Lashkowitz. In 1940 he graduated from the University of Minnesota with a B.A. degree. After 

attending Harvard University for a year, he enlisted in the U.S. Army and served overseas in the Aleutian 

Islands and Canal Zone during World War II for three and a half years. After the war in 1946 he moved to 

Los Angeles to write for the motion picture industry. Also that year Herschel legally changed his last 

name to Lash. In 1948 he graduated from the University of Minnesota with a LLB degree. After passing 

both the Minnesota and North Dakota bar examinations, he established a law practice with his father in 

Fargo. 

http://library.ndsu.edu/archives/collections-institute/photography/finding-aids
http://library.ndsu.edu/archives
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/9351
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/9014
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/1053
http://digitalhorizonsonline.org/cdm4/results.php?CISORESTMP=results.php&CISOVIEWTMP=item_viewer.php&CISOMODE=thumb&CISOGRID=thumbnail,A,1;title,A,1;image,A,0;creato,200,0;none,A,0;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOBIB=title,A,1,N;image,A,0,N;creato,200,0,N;none,A,0,N;none,A,0,N;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOTHUMB=20%20(4x5);identi,none,none,none,none&CISOTITLE=20;title,none,none,none,none&CISOHIERA=20;image,title,none,none,none&CISOSUPPRESS=0&CISOTYPE=link&CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1=source&CISOBOX1=Herschel+Lashkowitz+Photograph+Collection+2049&CISOOP2=exact&CISOFIELD2=image&CISOBOX2=&CISOOP3=exact&CISOFIELD3=creato&CISOBOX3=&CISOOP4=exact&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOBOX4=&c=exact&CISOROOT=%2Fuw
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In 1950 Herschel became the Cass County chairman of the Democratic Party. It was also during this time 

that he changed his name back to Lashkowitz. In 1954 he ran and was elected mayor of Fargo. He served 

as mayor for twenty years. During his tenure Fargo had two urban renewal projects (Fourth Street and 

Main Ave.), suffered the worst tornado in 1957 in the city’s history, and was named an All-American City 

in 1962. 

 

Herschel ran for North Dakota governor in 1960 as an independent but lost. In 1964 he was elected to the 

North Dakota Senate.  In 1966 he did not seek re-election to the senate but rather sought the endorsement 

of the Democratic-NPL Party for the East District Congressmen seat. After retiring as Fargo mayor in 

1974 Herschel Lashkowitz returned to full-time practice of law. That fall he successfully ran for the North 

Dakota Senate and served until his health forced him to seek hospitalization in March 1989 during the 

legislative session. He did not return to the legislature. He died September 7, 1993 at Fargo. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The Herschel Lashkowitz Photograph Collection documents the political career of Herschel, 

particularly when he served at mayor of Fargo for twenty years. The collection covers a wide variety of 

topics and the many people he met while mayor, both visitors to Fargo as well as from his travels in the 

United States and overseas. This collection was part of the initial accession of his papers. A later 

accession of photographs was organized separately as Photo 2107. This collection contains 550 

photographic prints of varying sizes from 11" x 14" (10 folio size), 10" x 12" professionally done 

photographs to small informal snapshots, and eleven 2" x 2" slides. Most of the images are not dated and 

identifying information is lacking on many of the images. The collection has been organized into eight 

series: Herschel Lashkowitz; Political events; Trips & Special groups; Organizations; People; Natural 

disasters; Fargo; and Slides. 

 

The Herschel Lashkowitz Series covers his tenure as state senator as well as his years as mayor of 

Fargo. Many mayoral functions are pictured and photographs of Herschel are divided into files of 

informal snapshots and professional photographs. The legislative images include Lashkowitz in the North 

Dakota Senate, in committee meetings, speaking on the senate floor and informal portraits of him. The 

Mayoral Functions file feature Herschel with other people including visitors to Fargo, and he attending 

various business and social functions. The Conference file does not provide the place or name of the 

meeting. The Informal Snapshots images are mostly taken at social scenes with friends. It does include 

one of Herschel in a wheelchair when a resident of Bethany Homes in Fargo. Most of the snapshots are in 

color. The majority of the profession portraits of Herschel date from the 1960s to the 1980s, and some are 

in color. 

 

The Political Events Series includes Ambassador Ushiba's visit to Fargo in 1972 and King Olav's visit to 

Fargo in 1968. There are images of picketers in front of the Black Angus restaurant in downtown Fargo 

by Local #729. The mayor of Akershus and Oslo, Norway was made an honorary citizen of Fargo during 

a visit in 1971. There are quite a number of snapshots of the visit of Estes Kefauver to North Dakota. 

Herschel attended the signing of the revenue sharing bill and had photographs taken with President Nixon 

and Vice president Spiro Agnes. There are a number of images of Lashkowitz campaigning door to door, 

likely in Fargo. Completing the series are Gov. Bill Guy signing bill and a series of images of Pres. 

Truman campaigning for Adlai Stevenson and Sparkman. Also included are color snapshots of Herschel's 

last day at City Hall. 
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The Trips and Special Groups Series feature Herschel and others visit to Berlin in 1961, including with 

Averill Harriman, and to St. Petersburg, Florida in 1964 looking at a seal demonstration. There is a very 

nice interior view of St. Mary’s Cathedral during Cardinal Muench's funeral showing the casket and pews 

filled with dignitaries. Karl Rolvaag and Lashkowitz are at a memorial to John F. Kennedy but location 

not known. The Medal of Honor display at NDSU includes Col. Clapp, Lashkowitz, Frank Anders and 

NDSU President Herbert Albrecht. The WDAY file includes portrait of Louis J. Pilato by a television 

camera, and Lashkowitz seated in automobile with WDAY owner Earl Reineke and wife Marie. Air 

Force Major Donald M. Sorlie is seated in cockpit of fighter plane, and there is a group photograph of 

‘Beverly Burke and the Hurricane Girls’ standing behind a large rock.. 

 

In the Organizations Series consists primarily of group photographs associated with the Epilepsy 

Foundation of America, Helen Keller Institute, North Dakota Fraternal Order of Eagles, Sons of Norway 

& Veterans Administration. Included is a portrait of Helen Keller, Herschel Lashkowitz with actor Dennis 

Day, and a large group of politicians at the Veterans Administration. 

 

The People Series contains pictures of Herschel with a variety of people including North Dakota 

Governors Art Link and George Sinner as well as U.S. Senator Quentin Burdick. Other portraits include 

with Mayor Smekta of Rochester, Minnesota, senators Edwin Muskee, Robert Kennedy Jr., Hubert H. 

Humphrey, and Adlai Stevenson, Harry Truman, Ronald Reagan. Patricia Nixon, Minnie Pearl & Will 

Rogers also are present. There is a photograph file of local friends including of Dolly Konen, Paul 

Dubord, Henry Martinson, and Tish Kelly, The Unidentified Family folder includes 6 images of what 

appears to be a husband, wife and two boys. Herschel is on one image together with an older man. All the 

prints have ‘Photo courtesy WDAY-TV.’ 

 

The Natural Disaster Series photographs show the devastation suffered from the 1957 tornado and the 

participation of the National Guard in the clean-up process. This is a very nice series of images including 

aerials of the destruction, street-level images of damages buildings, National Guard troops, feeding people 

and directing traffic. There are four photographs of the 1969 Red River flood, all aerials. They include of 

the downtown Fargo by city hall, houses in Southwood Addition, South University Drive, and Moorhead, 

Minn. residential area. 

 

The Fargo, N.D. Series contains a wide variety of images taken in Fargo. It includes aerial views and 

pictures of streets and surrounding areas as well as ground breaking events for Fairway Foods & the 

North Dakota Highway Department. The Main Avenue Project file includes many professional 

photographer images of the street prior to urban renewal, including aerials of the area and interior shots of 

Central Hotel and a restaurant on Main Avenue. There is a good series of images of conditions on the Red 

River at both the North and South dams from 1970. There is an extensive series of images of the ‘Long 

Lake’ drainage ditches showing the culverts and water in ditches. The file of color images are primarily of 

drainage ditches. The Downtown Fargo file includes images of Pontoppidan Lutheran Church, parade 

showing camels pulling a Shrine wagon, World War I era military parade, and Broadway at night. There 

is a file of four images of the old fairgrounds, likely showing the condition of some of the buildings. 

 

Files 62-63 consist of professional images taken by Scherling’s Photography of Fargo and are primarily 

aerials. They would appear to be documenting wetlands or farm land prone to flooding. Many of them 

include railroad lines. None of them include a town or other feature that would place the exact location. 

They no doubt were taken in the Red River Valley, but whether North Dakota or Minnesota not known. 

 

The Slide Series consists of fifty-one slides and feature Herschel on trips to London, Copenhagen, Olso, 

Israel and Berlin, Germany. One includes Herschel meeting the Pope, an aerial view of downtown Fargo, 
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and one of the front of Levitz Furniture Store in Fargo. 

 

 

FOLDER LIST 

 

Folder Contents (number of images) 

 

0 Finding aid, and Biographical material 

 

 Herschel Lashkowitz Series 
 

1 As state senator (69) 

2 At conference (29) 

3 At mayoral functions (43) 

4 Informal snapshots (19) 

5 Professional photographs (27) 

 

 Political Events Series 
 

6 Ambassador Ushiba's visit (1972) (5) 

7 Black Angus Picketing (July, 1971) (3) 

8 Norwegian Akershus Governor Peter Koren Night (5-25-71) (4) 

9 Joint Caucus (4-7-77) (1) 

10 Kefauver Day (29) 

11 King of Norway's visit (1968) (1) 

12 Last day at City Hall (3) 

13 1959 budget notice (2) 

14 Revenue Sharing Act signing by President Nixon (1972) (4) 

15 Senate campaign (1968) (5) 

16 Signing of N.D. House Bill 503 by Gov. Bill Guy (5) 

17 Vote for Stevenson & Sparkman campaign stop by Pres. Truman (8) 

 

 Trips & Special Groups Series 
 

18 Assiniboia Down (Winnipeg, Manitoba)  (2) 

19 Berlin visit - 1961  (6) 

20 Cardinal Muench funeral, inside St. Mary’s Cathedral  (1) 

21 JFK Memorial (1963) - (H.L. & Roalag)  (1) 

22 Medal of Honor display (1963-NDSU)  (1) 

23 St. Petersburg Florida visit (1964) (2) 

24 WDAY (Reineke, & Pres. Louis J. Pilato)  (2) 

25 Major Sorlie & Blue Gemini  (2) 

26 Beverly Burke & Hurricane Girls  (1) 

 

 Organizations Series 
 

27 Epilepsy Foundation of America  (3) 

28 Helen Keller Institute  (2) 

29 North Dakota Fraternal Order of Eagles  (4) 

30 Sons of Norway  (1) 
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31 Veterans Administration (1972 & 1973) (4) 

 

 People Series 
 

32 Herschel with governors (Art Link and George Sinner)  (16) 

33 Herschel with Mayor Smekta (Rochester, MN)  (1) 

34 Herschel & senators (Edwin Muskee, Robert Kennedy Jr., Hubert Humphrey, &  

  Adlai Stevenson) (11) 

35 Herschel with Harry Truman, Ronald Reagan, Lyndon B. Johnson & 

  autographed drawing of LBJ  (4) 

36 Celebrities (Pat Nixon, Minnie Pearl, Will Rogers, and with Julie Nixon  

  Eisenhower & Mrs. Charles Bailley, 1972)  (6) 

37 Friends & Locals (Donald J. Grace, Dolly Konen,, Paul Dubard, Tish Kelley,  

  Willard Fraser, Taigen & Henry Martinson)  (9) 

38 Unidentified family  (6) 

 

 Natural Disasters Series 
 

39 Flood disaster (1969)  (4) 

40 Tornado pictures (1957)  (8) 

41 Tornado pictures (from binder) nos. 1-10  (10) 

42 Tornado pictures #2 (from binder) nos. 11-19  (10) 

 

 Fargo, N.D. Series 
 

62 Aerials rural farmland with surface water  (12) 

63 Aerials of rural farmland with surface water  (13) 

43 Aerial views of Fargo (1961)  (28) 

44 Areas of Fargo  (7) 

45 Fargo area, 1970  (12) 

46 Fargo area streets, 1972  (8) 

47 Fargo area street scenes, 1973  (6) 

48 Downtown Fargo  (7) 

49 Fairgrounds (1960s)  (4) 

Folio 54.6 Fire Department staff, 1972 (1) 

50 Potential land sites for senior citizen's building  (2) 

51 Main Avenue Project (Present)  (22) 

52 Main Avenue Project (Present conditions)  (17) 

53 Newman signs (billboard ad)  (1) 

54 Southside fire station  (2) 

55 Gateway contracts signing  (4) 

56 Fairway Foods Ground Breaking (4-29-64)  (1) 

57 Highway Department Ground Breaking  (4) 

58 Roman Meal Grand Opening  (3) 

59 North dam & south dam  (21) 

60 Urban Development Plan  (3) 

 

(Slide no.) Slides Series (11) 
 

943 Lashkowitz with three soldiers, likely in Israel 
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944 Lashkowitz pointing to city in broad valley, likely in Israel 

945 Lashkowitz on street with two men, location unknown 

946 Lashkowitz overlooking large city by sea, likely in Israel 

947 Lashkowitz with three female soldiers, likely in Israel 

948 Lashkowitz by road with large building in background, perhaps Israel Knesset 

949 Lashkowitz by road with Jerusalem in background and man on lying camel 

950 Lashkowitz by lake, perhaps in Israel 

951 Lashkowitz, with beard, on Broadway during the Fargo Diamond Jubilee, 1950 

952 Lashkowitz shaking hands with Pope 

953 Aerial view of downtown Fargo, 1960s? 

1015 Levitz Furniture Store front 

1016-1026 Mayors group visiting Berlin, Germany, 196- 

1066-1072 Changing of the guard at Buckingham Palace, London, 1969 

1073-1076 Parliament Building, London, 1969 

1077-1086 Tower of London, 1969 

1087-1088 St. Paul’s Cathedral, London, 1969 

1089-1094 Trafalgar Square, London, 1969 

1097 Buckingham Palace, London, 1969 

1096-1100 Elevated views over London, 1969 

1101-1113 Copenhagen, Denmark, 1969 

1114 Pottery store, Israel, 1969 

1115 Frank Sinatra International Brotherhood Youth Center, Hebrew University, Jerusalem 

1116-1119 Road and goat herd, Israel, 1969 

1120-1127 Sea of Galilee and Jordan River valley, 1969 

1128-1142 Lashkowitz with women Israeli soldiers, 1969 

1143-1147 Haifa, Isreal, 1969 

1148-1173 Nazareth, Isreal, 1969 

1174-1188 Jerusalem – Knesset, Hebrew University and Israel Museum, 1969 

1189-1190 Lashkowitz with Israeli women 

1191-1192 Lashkowitz in Israel 

1193-1196 Lashkowitz with the Mayor if Oslo, Brynjulf Bull 
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