
 

Photograph Collections          Home 

 

 

Finding Aid to the  

H. Elaine Lindgren Photograph Collection 
 

 

Lindgren, H. Elaine 

H. Elaine Lindgren Photograph Collection, 1880s – 1980s (bulk from 1880s – 1910s) 

626 photographic prints (555 copy prints; 71 original prints) 

201 digital images (160 TIFF images; 40 JPEG images; 1 bitmap image) 

598 film negatives 

705 slides 

Collection number:  Photo 2008 

           Digital Scan CDs 16-19 

 
Biography     Scope and Content            Folder List 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

Links:  View collection in Digital Horizons 

E-book Work Makes Life Sweet, or Does It? 

Finding aid to the H. Elaine Lindgren Papers 

Finding aid to the H. Elaine Lindgren Research Papers 

Finding aid to the Jon G. and H. Elaine Lindgren Research Papers 
 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

Provenance:  Donated by H. Elaine Lindgren, 2005 & 2006 (Acc. 2762 & 2804). 
 

Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this 

collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection remain with the creators or is in the public 

domain. 

 

Citation:  Institute for Regional Studies, NDSU, Fargo (item number) 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

H. Elaine Lindgren became a faculty member of the NDSU Sociology Department in 1970. 

Originally from Wapello, Iowa, she earned a bachelor’s degree from Iowa State University at 

http://library.ndsu.edu/archives/collections-institute/photography/finding-aids
http://library.ndsu.edu/archives
http://digitalhorizonsonline.org/cdm4/results.php?CISORESTMP=results.php&CISOVIEWTMP=item_viewer.php&CISOMODE=thumb&CISOGRID=thumbnail,A,1;title,A,1;image,A,0;creato,200,0;none,A,0;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOBIB=title,A,1,N;image,A,0,N;creato,200,0,N;none,A,0,N;none,A,0,N;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOTHUMB=20%20(4x5);identi,none,none,none,none&CISOTITLE=20;title,none,none,none,none&CISOHIERA=20;image,title,none,none,none&CISOSUPPRESS=0&CISOTYPE=link&CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1=source&CISOBOX1=Elaine+Lindgren+Photograph+Collection+2008&CISOOP2=exact&CISOFIELD2=image&CISOBOX2=&CISOOP3=exact&CISOFIELD3=creato&CISOBOX3=&CISOOP4=exact&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOBOX4=&c=exact&CISOROOT=%2Fuw
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/14202
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/196
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/237
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/239
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Ames, and a master’s degree and PhD from the University of Missouri-Columbia. At NDSU, Dr. 

Lindgren taught classes on social change, the sociology of work, the sociology of sex roles, and 

social inequality among others. Dr. Lindgren, in cooperation with other faculty members, 

established a women’s studies program at NDSU in the 1980s. She has produced several 

published works in journals such as the Great Plains Quarterly and the Journal of Applied 

Behavioral Science. Dr. Lindgren’s most famous work is the book Land in Her Own Name: 

Women As Homesteaders In North Dakota, published in 1991. The paperback edition was 

published in 1996. Dr. Lindgren also published an article titled ―Cuba, Coal, and Courage: The 

Adventuresome Spirit of Annie C. Lind,‖ which appeared in North Dakota History. In the fall of 

2004, Dr. Lindgren retired. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The H. Elaine Lindgren Photograph Collection includes 626 images which were either 

collected or taken by Dr. Lindgren while conducting her professional research. The majority of 

these images were taken between 1880 and 1920 and between 1970 and 2000. Dr. Lindgren took 

some pictures herself while conducting research in the 1980s and 1990s. The majority of images 

in this collection are copies, as Dr. Lindgren returned the originals to their owners. The collection 

also includes a mix of black and white photographs and color photographs. These photos range 

from portraits, landscapes, architectural photos (interior and exterior), and photos showing people 

at work. Many of the photos are 5x7 or 4x6, but the remaining photographs are of various sizes. 

Negatives exist for many of the prints; the negative call number is written on the back of the 

corresponding print. 

 

The photograph collection has been arranged into four different series based on the subject of Dr. 

Lindgren’s research: the Land In Her Own Name Series; the Annie C. Lind Series; the Clara 

Bond Mason Series, and the Work Makes Life Sweet, or Does It? series. The photographs were 

accessioned as part of the corresponding research papers of H. Elaine Lindgren. The manuscripts 

were processed as Institute Mss 292. 

 

The Land In Her Own Name Series consists of 498 images. As part of her research for the book, 

Dr. Lindgren solicited photographs of women who homesteaded in North Dakota. She obtained 

many photographs from family members of women homesteaders; in some cases, she was able to 

interview the women and often took photographs of them and, if possible, of their land and 

original homesteads. Dr. Lindgren’s original order was explicitly followed during processing. 

This series consists of two sub-series: case studies and published photographs. The case studies 

photographs were collected from women homesteaders and/or their friends and family. The 

alphabetical arrangement reflects the original order of the materials. The published photographs 

were arranged in order of appearance in the book by chapter, also reflecting the original order of 

the material. 

 

The Annie C. Lind Series consists of thirty-six images. Dr. Lindgren authored an article titled: 

―Coal, Cuba, and Courage: The Adventuresome Spirit of Annie C. Lind,‖ in North Dakota 



Photo 2008  H. Elaine Lindgren Photograph Collection  Page 3 of 7 
 

History, Vol. 67, No. 2, 2000. For her research, Dr. Lindgren collected and copied photographs of 

Annie Lind, her family, and the Lind coal mine. She also visited the Lind’s land near Wilton, 

N.D. and took photographs of Lind’s grandsons, her church, and the family gravesite. This series 

includes both black & white and color images. 

 

The Clara Bond Mason Series consists of fifteen images. Dr. Lindgren obtained these images 

from Mason’s daughter, Jean Guy, whom she interviewed in 2001. The interview transcript is 

located in the H. Elaine Lindgren Papers, Institute Mss 292. There are no publications associated 

with this series. The collection includes black and white images of Clara Bond Mason and Sidney 

Mason, images of their house near Selfridge, N.D., images of playbills announcing performances 

by Sidney’s band and other events, and images of Clara’s parents. In 1927, Clara Bond Mason 

became a court reporter for the juvenile court, and in 1946, she moved up to being a 

commissioner with the same court. She retired in 1951. 

 

The Work Makes Life Sweet, Or Does It? Series consists of seventy-seven prints and 201 digital 

images. Dr. Lindgren obtained these images from a variety of sources, including private 

individuals, companies, and other repositories. Published as an electronic book in 2003, Work 

Makes Life Sweet, Or Does It?, was designed to ―stimulate thinking and discussion about ways in 

which our attitudes toward work influence the quality of our lives‖ by using historical 

photographs depicting people working from 1900 to 2002. The e-book is in PDF format, and can 

be viewed through the Links section above. 

 

The Slide Series consists of a total of 672 slides. Within this series are nine sub-series: Land In 

Her Own Name (2008.116.1 – 369); Homesteading Resources (2008.117.1-10); Clara Bond 

Mason (2008.118.1-8); Annie C. Lind (2008.119.1-4); The Rural Mystique (2008.120.1 – 80); 

The Rural Mystique [not used in presentations] (2008.121.1-103); Work Makes Life Sweet, Or 

Does It? (2008.122.1-82); Fargo, N.D. Downtown (2008.123.1-8; and North Dakota Scenes 

(2008.124.1-8). 

 

The slides from the Land in Her Own Name, Clara Bond Mason, Annie C. Lind, and the Work 

Makes Life Sweet, Or Does It? sub-series are all duplicate images of the photographic prints and 

digital images. The images in The Rural Mystique sub-series are the only copies of those images 

in this collection. The Fargo, N.D. Downtown images (8 slides) were taken in August 1982 and 

include scenes of the Powers Hotel, Broadway, Fargo Theatre, future site for city bus terminal, 

and Northern Pacific Depot. The North Dakota Scenes (8 slides) includes old building labeled 

Beulah airport, Fargo High Rise, art work on side of building in New Town, Welcome sign to 

Stanton, N.D. Allied moving van on street, view looking down railroad tracks towards horizon 

and a sunset scene. 

 

BOX/FOLDER CONTENTS 

 

1/1   Finding aid 

 

   Land in Her Own Name Series 
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   Case Studies— 

1/2    Abbott, Ruth (Haug) [3] 

1/3    Amdahl, Sena (Rendahl) [1] 

1/4    Anderson, Christiane (Oslie) [1] 

1/5    Asch, Ada (Rush) [1] 

1/6    Bergsgaard, Aagdt [1] 

1/7    Beske, Emma (Grimes) [1] 

1/8    Bilstad, Inga [2] 

1/9    Bjirka, Iverta (Johnson) [1] 

1/10    Blegen, Clara (Odegard) [1] 

1/11    Boesen, Hanna Amanda (Anderson) [1] 

1/12    Brennon, Amelia [1] 

1/13    Brennon, Lena [1] 

1/14    Budke, Caroline [1] 

1/15    Burns, Marie [2] 

1/16    Burud, Dora (Gagnum) [1] 

1/17    Chermak, Anna (Swanson) [7] 

1/18    Clausen, Mary (Uran) [1] 

1/19    Corneliusen, Sjannette [3] 

1/19a    Erickson, Hildur E. (Hanson) [2] 

1/20    Evenson, Esoline Mathilda [16] 

1/21    Farland, Andrea [4] 

1/22    Fedje, Ella [ 4] 

1/23    Furnberg, Anne (Jensen) [3] 

1/24    Garmann, Randi (Stockman) [6] 

1/25    Glynn, Euice (Divet) [2] 

1/26    Goldthorpe, Lucy (Vandeberg) [14] 

1/27    Gorecki, Lucy (Blasky) [1] 

1/28    Gramling, Katie (Stewart) [6] 

1/29    Green, Eleanor (Hasselstrom) [1] 

1/30    Gunvaldson, Caroline (Hall) [1] 

2/31    Hagen, Emma (Foster) [1] 

2/32    Hanson, Florence (Jacobson) [2] 

2/33    Heide, Johanna Rebecca (Rolfsrud) [3] 

2/34    Helland, Anna (Kantrud) [2] 

2/35    Hensel, Anna [2] 

2/36    Holen, Marie (Nelson) [1] 

2/36a    Holland, Olava (Boesch) [1] 

2/37    Hylden, Hannah Anderson [1] 

2/38    Isaacson, Sara (Ingle) [3] 

2/39    Jacobson, Greace (Nelson) [5] 

2/40    Jennings, Margaret (McDermott) [3] 

2/41    Johanson, Thora (Olson) [3] 
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2/42    Kapseng, Ingrid (Dybing) [1] 

2/43    Kateley, Rosa (Olstad) [1] 

2/44    Knutson, Sarah (Gryde) [2] 

2/45    Koppergard, Anna (Strand) [7] 

2/46    Krueger, Hulda (Olsen) [4] 

2/47    Kuhn, Johanna (Peterson) [1] 

2/48    Lamb, Agnes (McEvoy) [8] 

2/49    Lamb, Viola (Edwards) [12] 

2/50    Larson, Christine (Tollefson) [2] 

2/51    Lavalle, Lydia & Minnie [6] 

2/52    Lee, Ina Marie (Birkiland) [2] 

2/53    Lein, Mary (Dale) [1] 

2/54    Linn, Emilia & Lena [2] 

2/55    Lynch, Sarah Jane ―Sadie‖ (Murphy) [1] 

2/56    Lyngen, Julia (Hilden) [2] 

2/57    Lynner, Hilda M. [1] 

2/57a    McCombs, Cora (Green) [1] 

2/58    McDonald, Emma (Graham) [2] 

2/59    McInnis, Euphemia (Potter) [2] 

2/60    Moen, Julia (Gunvaldson) [2] 

2/61    Mostad, Tillie (Smith) [1] 

3/62    Murray, Mary Ann [2] 

3/63    Murray, Olive [1] 

3/64    O’Connor, Sister Anita [2] 

3/65    Olimb, Petra [1] 

3/66    Olson, Mary & Anna [1] 

3/67    Overbeck, Ellen [2] 

3/68    Overstreet, Fannie (Henry) [2] 

3/69    Paulson, Hilda (Oakland) [11] 

3/70    Peterson, Caroline S. [1] 

3/71    Peterson, Isabel (Legge) [1] 

3/72    Pfundheller, Nora (King-Lenartz) [18] 

3/73    Popp, Eva (Henry) [2] 

3/74    Popp, Ida (Joyce) [2] 

3/75    Reetz, Ella (Erbstoesser) [5] 

3/76    Robertson, Pearl [1] 

3/77    Roterud, Olive (McElwain) [1] 

3/78    Russel, Dorothy [2] 

3/79    Sanda, Thora [5] 

3/80    Schanche, Tyra [11] 

3/81    Shaski, Margaret Madson [2] 

3/82    Sheridan, Mae, Margaret, & Nell [2] 

3/83    Shoemaker, Pauline (Crowley) [17] 

3/84    Skredsvig, Kari [3] 
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3/85    Smith, Nancy (Hollenbeck) [2] 

3/86    Steles, Emma (Heidlebaush) [1] 

4/87    Stevens, Gertrude Elizabeth (Cushing) [3] 

4/88    Storberget, Karen [3] 

4/89    Thingvold, Annie & Emma [4] 

4/90    Thompson, Thea (Johnson) [2] 

4/91    Thoreson, Tomena (Whiting) [5] 

4/92    Tysver, Lillie E. (Ronnevik) [1] 

4/93    Uleberg, Josephine (Anderson) [2] 

4/94    Underdahl, Anna (Osteroos) [2] 

4/94a    Uran, Mary [1] 

4/95    Wood, Mary E. (Lynch) [3] 

4/96    Not Applicable [8] 

   Published Photographs— 

4/97    Title Page [1] 

4/98    Chapter One [50] 

4/99    Chapter Two [8] 

5/100    Chapter Three [30] 

5/101    Chapter Four [39] 

5/102    Chapter Five [23] 

5/103    Chapter Six [10] 

6/103    Chapter Six [10] 

6/104    Chapter Seven [13] 

6/105    Chapter Eight [13] 

 

   Annie C. Lind Series 

 

6/106   Annie C. Lind [41] 

 

   Clara Bond Mason Series 

 

6/107   Clara Bond Mason [15] 

 

   Work Makes Life Sweet, Or Does It? Series 

 

6/108   Work Makes Life Sweet, Or Does It? [20] 

7/108   Work Makes Life Sweet, Or Does It? [7] 

7/109   Anderson, John [3] 

7/110   Degrugillier, Sheila [11] 

7/111   Hepper, Jessie [25] 

7/112   Krabseth [2] 

7/112a   Leidholm, Doris [1] 

7/112b   Palmer, Catherine [3] 

7/113   Seeba, Walter [2] 
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7/113a   Slaaen, Marlaine [1] 

7/114   Untitled [2] 

7/115   Digital Images 

    [201 thumbnail images; CDs have been removed to Institute  

     Digital Scan Collection, CD numbers 16 – 18] 

 

   Slide Series 

 

8/116   Land in Her Own Name (369) 

8/117   Homesteading Resources (10) 

8/118   Clara Bond Mason (8) 

8/119   Annie C. Lind (4) 

8/120   The Rural Mystique (80) 

8/121   The Rural Mystique - slides not used in presentations (103) 

8/122   Work Makes Life Sweet, Or Does It? (115) 

8/123   Fargo, N.D. Downtown, Aug. 1982 (8) 

8/124   North Dakota Scenes (8) 
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