NDSU Institute for Regional Studies & University Archives
North Dakota State University Libraries

Manuscript Collections Home

Finding Aid to the
North Dakota Writers’ Project Ethnic Group Files

North Dakota Writers’ Project Ethnic Group Files

North Dakota Writers’ Project Ethnic Group Files Records, 1939-1940
3 microfilm reels

Collection number: Microfilm F635.N68 1989

History Scope and Content Microfilm List

OVERVIEW

Links: North Dakota Biography Index

Access: The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute.
Provenance: Acquired through purchase.

Property rights: The State Historical Society of North Dakota owns the property rights to the
original records.

Copyrights: Copyrights to this collection is held by State Historical Society of North Dakota.

Citation: [ldentification of item]. North Dakota Writers’ Project Ethnic Group Files.

HISTORY

The North Dakota Writers' Project began in 1935 for the purpose of gathering information on a variety of
topics of interest to the state; the Ethnic Group Files are one of sixteen series of records produced. The
Project was set up and sponsored by the Division of Women's and Professional Projects, Works Progress
Administration, and the State Historical Society of North Dakota. In 1942 the Writers' Project completed
their survey work and disbanded.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT

The North Dakota Writers” Project Ethnic Group Files Records are one of several projects carried out
by the Work Projects Administration in the 1930s and early 1940s. The files contain interviews with
members of various North Dakota ethnic groups. The material was gathered by staff members of the
North Dakota Writers’ Project. The material was to have been used as a background for a publication
entitled Hard Wheat, which was never published. The individual biographical essays have been indexed
and are searchable in the North Dakota Biography Index.

The Ethnic Group Files organize information alphabetically by name within each ethnic group. The files
contain biographical sketches and immigrants' reminiscences, histories of ethnic settlements,
bibliographies, and newspaper clippings. The files came from an unpublished compilation of inventories
to collections housed in the State Historical Society of North Dakota.

Following the Scope and Content are copies of the ‘Instructions for Interviewing’ and also ‘Instructions
for writing personal histories (social-ethnic essays)’ that the county worker used. Not all North Dakota
counties participated in this specific writers’ project. Among the topics to include in each essay were
where the person was born and when, brief description of their home in the ‘Old County’, their education
and religion in the ‘Old County’, recreation, reasons for emigration, preparations for the trip to America
and the trip to America, reasons why they settled where they did, their farming experiences including
current federal programs, raising their family, the informants views on current events, recreation
activities, views on America’s entry into World War I, what they think of the present European situation
and the person’s native country, and comparing the person’s native country and America. Finally, if they
had life to live over, how would the person change it?

The North Dakota Writers’ Project America Eats Records, another WPA project, were filmed with the
Ethnic Group Files and are located at the end of reel three. The records span from 1937 to 1941 and
consist of correspondence, recipes, menus, and notes describing the diet and food preparation of North
Dakota pioneers and ethnic groups. It includes articles describing specific Sunday school picnics, 4-H
Club Achievement banquets, church dinners and suppers, and articles on food preparation in specific
North Dakota counties. This data was assembled for a proposed publication entitled "America Eats", for
which a manuscript (11 leaves) was prepared and submitted to the federal WPA office in 1941 and is
located at the very end of the microfilm reel. Apparently the book was never published.
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North Dakota Viriters! Projoect NDWP Lotter #1
Social-Ethnic
Studios® INSTRUCTIONS FOR INTERVIEWING

Boforc oallihg on informant, know definitcly what information you want to obtain,
Beforo asking informant any qucstions, state the purposc of your visit and the
uso to be mado of the matorial gathcred, For your porsonal historios (Social=
othnic cstays), your .xplanation should be approximatoly as followss
Thp Writers' Project is mcking a study of the Stato of Ngrth Dukota in
torms of its psople-=where they come. from, how they happéncd to comec to
North Dakotu; thcir problems of oarning « living in & now country; thoir
part in the upbuilding of the country; intorcsting stories they have to
tell of pionecar days; thoir cxpericncos during the difforeat periods, ine
cluding the depression; and thoir viows on proscnt conditions., At tho
prosont timo throughout tho Stitc the followine groups ara cooperating in
tho study: Scandinavicns, Finns, Russions, Gormans, Fronch, Syricns,
Canadians, Ukrainions, Duten, Lithuanians, En~lish, Grocks, and Amoricons
who have com: here from the castern states. We should liko to havo this
community rcpresentced in the study; and you have bLoom rccommonded to tho
-projoct as a person with accurate knowlodgo, 2 good memory, and good
Judgmente Any cssistancc you give us must bc entivcly voluntary on your
"parte . This matorial will be uscd for no other purposo %lhan in the writing
of this story, «nd your nome will not be uscd without your pormissica.
Tho topies to be covercd arc outlined in the ~ttached instrucsions for writing
your cssaye - Theso topies aro to bo woven into onc complete story, and you should
make the story as completc as possiblce Whercver a qusstion is.not answorod,

‘writo‘thc offico rcgarding it, oxpleining why it wos not answcrod, ctee

With overy ossay, try td got intercsting storics Prom informant, and, if nccessany
writo thesc gtorics up scparatolys

In interviowing, cstablich n fricndly and confidontial rclation with informant.
Do not corss-cxamins him, but usc thosc instruetions as o puide to be kept in
mind and adapted to the spocific situntion an. ... son. Your mcthod should bo ta
gct informant to tolking frecly about himsclf, and in the coursc of. casy, notural
oonvorsation, draw him out, guiding“tho conversation skillfully along oach topig,
and cndoavor to cxhaust oach topic boforc lcaving it. Nover contradicts Oftoh
tim s two or thrco visits arc better than onos Do not tirc informant. Alwoys

esk informent if you may call again if you nced ndditional information, cvoi if
you do not belicvo you will rcturn,

If you havo any difficultics or anticipate any problems in-conncotion with this
work, WRITE THE STATE OFFICE D TEDIATELY. .
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Instructions ior writin- pevsonal hdstories (socialeothnic 05says )t

In the upper right=hand. corner .ol the first page ol each perscnal history
should be the following:s
Bounty:
Neme of
field worker
Addréss:

Wame of ine
formant (Person
interviewed):
Place of intere

view:

Seges 12=130-~77 Blank Tovmship .
Kddress: T “Ne Ds

(Keep tho essay in first person and in exact words of informant as nearly as

Bossible)

I, I was born in » on , 18

('
(The story is continued to cover the following, topicss)
Brief description of old country home (farm or residence, and countryside or
village)

Ils Education and rolipgion in 0ld Countiry.
Leaving school to vorke
Occupation of informant in 01d Country. Toll of labor conditions, woges,
method of farminr, equipmoni, livestock, etce; “orms of ren®nl, or owmership
and taxes; labor organizations; wnges for labore Attondance et church,
confirmation, etce

I1I, Recreation = partios, songs suns, (got words, as woll as titlos.) dirferont
kind of dances; describo typienl weoddinge

IV, Reasons for dociding to omigrato from country of birtl, whother due to pol=
itical, oconomic, or religious oppiressione (Give full story with dotails.
Do not simply stato "for bottor opporturitios; to oseapo sorving in army"s)
What woro tho actual storios ho had hoard of opportunitics oxisting in
America; or what cctunl conditions oxistod in 0ld Country that informant
found intolcrable? Stato instancos or incidentse

Ve Proparations for trip to Amorica: How vas trip firancod=-by rolatives in
this country who sont monoy for transportction, by solc or proporty in old
country, otc.? What porsonal offocts woro sold; what did informant bring
to Amorice with him? “oro farcwoll partios given? Desoriboe Did other
mombors of group omigrato at tho same time or previously or later?

VI. Datc and placc of doparturc for Amoricce Describo occan voyago, routo,
conditions on board, storms, amusing incidonts, c¢tee Arrival in Ameriea,
first improssions, disappointments, surprisos, ctce

VII, What attractod informant to place of first rcsidoncoj; did othor mombors of
samo racicl group live thorc? Where did thoy como from? Toll of first Job
in Amorica (wogos, conditions, ctce ns comparcd to thosc in 0ld Country), or
of taking a homcstocads Languago difficultiose Tcll amusing incidents or
oxporionces of first days or yoars in Amcricr. "Vhat hes been ocoupation of
informent sinco coming to this country? Whoro informant did not comec diroote
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1y’ to -North Dakota,: give the abovu information for oach plnc: of rosidence;
longbh of residencce, obces r.asor®for moving to now 1oc'xL10n in cach casce
Tcll of first North Dalota home, ncighbors,. privations, carly portics (sueh
ds duneirs partics, box socinls, literawry mectings, debates, cice)e

VIIIs ae Ask informent for tho story of his furming cipericncos from arrival ‘to
present date, showing chonges in method of farmirg, in cquipment, in acreage
cultivatcd, in lond ovmershive==-prozress and roverscs==what hc cornsiders hcst
sourcc of farm incomc, poorost, dif'fipultics‘of farming ir North Dc.ko‘tg g

© ) ; ] reatment ,

be Toll the full story of his furming oxpuricnces during the depr.:ssion, of
his sale o1 cattle to the Governmente~his attitude on it; how his standord of
living was lowercd; what he thought the causcs of it wvore,

ce Tcll fully what hc thinks of th: County Apricultural Conscrvetion Associa=
tion (erop control programs of tho Soil Comscrvation Scrvicc==(vhent allote
ment, ©tce)

de What clfoct has the doprossion hed on inform:nt's foemily in rocord ottende
ing school, finding work, holding jobs, ctce? Tcll Fully,

celhnt does he think of the Govarnment's dam building progrcm--of the proposed
irrigotion projects==etce? '

fe Whnt is his attitude tov,srd the progrems oI‘ the Farm Scourity Administra=
tion and WPA?

ge Hos he received cny benefits under the FSA or 'JPA prorrame? Explaine

.helhet does he think of present concitions? Vhet does he think of Government
cid for North Dikotr people, of its administr-tion, its frults, cnd its bene=
fits? Whot would he supgrest to i"*n'ove prosent conditions in this country?

IX. Tell story of raising foamily (birthpl“cr, n. tiomli ty of wilc- nomes, agEos,
birthplacos, prosont occupctions ol children), of thoir schooling, otee
When wes English first usod ir tho homo? 1Is it uscd altogethor ot tho proscnt
time? What nowspapors cnd magezinos hos informent subscribed to? What ct
tho prosent time? Whoro rmblis 1wd? Any foroipre=language nuvrspﬂpur or mngee
zinos; whore publishod?

Xe Whot forms of rocroction are populor with informent's family at prescent time?
Whet hobbivs? What docorctions, furniturc, housohold oquipmont, foods, ctce
sct homo cpart as a =Aroricanr homo?

X1, Pid informont favor Amorica'e ontering the World War? Tcll TFully., Did he
losc monoy in the poste=war brnk failurcs? Toll full story, if possiblece
Yhat wos his poriod of groatest prospority, of ereatest loss? Tcll Fully,

XIIs Whot dovs informint think of preosont Eurorocn siturtion? Whet pert, if any
should Americe play? How docs hc think his nctive country is being affocted
by it? Whet part should thet country play? Give informent's viows fully avd
in his oxnct wordse

XIIle In looking back over his 1ifc, csk informnnt to comparc the two countricge=
America and his notive country, in which way cnch is suporiore If ho had his
lifo to live ovor, how would he changeit? Toll o full story horc,
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MICROFILM LIST

Microfilm Reel 1
Note to Researchers
Instructions for Interviewing
Instructions for writing personal histories (social-ethnic essays)
The Record extracts, 1902 & 1904 (regarding German Russians in Mclntosh County)
“Where Life is Better” by James Rorty (extracts). 1934-1935 (5 p.)
“On New Shores, Chapter VI, by Konrad Bercovici. “The German Russians of North Dakota” (6 p.)
“Toward an Understanding of the Russian Germans,” by S. Joachim (26 p.)
“The German Russians in North Dakota” North Dakota Historical Collections. Vol. *1 (3 p.)
Socio-Ethnic Speeches—
Address of Major Powell to North Dakota Constitutional Convention, Aug. 5, 1889
“Bridging the Economic Gap,” by Mrs. Florence Kerr (11 p.)
Address by F.C. Harrington before the U.S. Conference of Mayors, 1939
Working outline of other State Writers’ Projects file—
“Outline and program for the Negro Press in Chicago” (4 p.)
“The Irish of New York™” (4 p.)
“Suggestions on the Writing of Portuguese in New England” (14 p.)
“Cults, religion and magic in Chicago” (5 p.)
“Outline for Social-Ethnic Study of North Dakota. Theme: Hard Wheat” (38 p.)
“Manual for the National Social-Ethnic Study of the Lithuanian in America” (55 p.)
“Scandinavians in the Northwest, 1861-1939: Instructions for Socio-Ethnic Field
Studies” (15 p.)
Supplementary instructions to the American Guide Manual: Manual for Social-Ethnic
Studies” (13 p.)
“North Dakota Socio-Economic Conditions and Problems: Outline” (15 p.)
General Ethnic Group (2 files with this label)
[North Dakota Ethnic Group Biographies]
American
Austrian
Bohemian
Canadian
Danish
Includes: "History of Danish settlement in Hill Township [Cass County]." by
Waldemar C. Westergard
Dutch
English
Filipino
Finish
Includes: “Essay on Finnish People”
French
Includes “Wild Rice the town”
French Canadian
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German

Germans from Russia-Benson County

Germans from Russia-Cavalier County

Germans from Russia-Logan County: "A History of Our German-Russian Settlers." by
Nina Arntz

Germans from Russia- McHenry County

Microfilm Reel 2

Germans from Russia-McIntosh County
Includes: "German-Russia Pioneers." by W.A. Moench

Germans from Russia-McKenzie County: "German-Russia Pioneers." by Herbert Roth

Germans from Russia-McLean County

Germans from Russia-Morton County

Germans from Russia- Pierce County: "Germans from Russia History of Pierce County."
"Interview of O.T. Tofsrud," by Hazel Stern.

Germans from Russia- Stark County

Germans from Russia- Ward County

Greek
Hungarian
Icelandic
Includes: "The Icelandic Settlement of Pembina County." by Sveinbjorn Johnson
Irish
Irish-Welsh (1 biography)
Jewish
Lithuanian
Includes: Letter from Department of Commerce, Census of the Lithuanians in
North Dakota.” By Leon E. Truesdale
Luxemburg

Norwegian: General Information, Socio-Ethnic, Norwegians. Appendix - Census of 1890
Norwegian-Adams County
Norwegian-Benson County
Includes: Hallingen magazine issue, included in Jenson Interview.
Norwegian-Bottineau County
Norwegian-Burke County
Norwegian-Burleigh County: General Information, Socio-Ethnic, Norwegians. Appendix
- Census of 1890, by Fred Anderson
Norwegian-Cavalier County
Norwegian-Center: General Information, Socio-Ethnic, Norwegians. Appendix - Census
of 1890
Norwegian-Divide County
Norwegian-Griggs County
Includes: General Information, Socio-Ethnic, Norwegians. Appendix - Census of
1890. The First Norwegian Settlement in Griggs County, By Omon P.
Herigstad.
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Includes: "The First Norwegian Settlement in Griggs County." "Conditions in
Norway Contributing to Emigration to America." "The Coming of the
First Settlers." "Old Country Customs in the Settlement."
"Americanization and Growth of Settlement.” List of Sons of the More
Common Norwegian Dishes." By Owen B. Herigstad.
Norwegian-McHenry County
Includes: "Picking Buffalo Bones." By Melhouse family
Norwegian-McKenzie County
Norwegian-McLean County
Norwegian-Oliver County
Norwegian-Pembina County
Norwegian-Richland County
Norwegian-Sargent County
Norwegian-Towner County
Norwegian-Traill County

Microfilm Reel 3

Norwegian-Williams County

Norwegian (lowa)-Griggs County

Norwegian (Minnesota)-Griggs County

Norwegian Icelandic: "Norwegians and Icelanders in the Red River Valley."

Polish

Russian

Scandinavian: General Information, Socio-Ethnic, Norwegians. Scandinavian. Appendix
- Census of 1890.

Swedish: General Information (Socio-Ethnic) Swedes. "History of Swedes in North
Dakota." Maple Sheyenne, by Myrtle Bemis

Swedish: General Information (Socio-Ethnic) Swedes. "History of Swedes in North
Dakota." Barnes County: Hobart, Litchville, Wasa, Klara. Bottineau County:
Souris. Burleigh County: Bismarck, Slaughter. Maple Sheyenne: Herby, Fargo.
Griggs County. Grand Forks County: Grand Forks. McLean County. Ransom
County: Alice Town township. Steele County: Hofva. Traill County. Walsh
County: Adams. Emigration from Sweden. Foreign Born Swedes by Counties,
From the 1900 Census., by Myrtle Bemis

Swedish: Foreign born Swedes by Counties Census 1900.

Swedish: General Information (Socio-Ethnic) Swedes, by J.T. Frederick

Swedish-Adams County

Swedish-Benson County
Includes: "Settlement of Swedes from Hickson, North Dakota at Klara, Benson

County, ND, 1887", by B.P. Ronglie

Swedish-Bottineau County

Swedish-Burke County

Swedish-Cavalier County

Swedish-Dickey County
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Swedish-Divide County

Swedish-Eddy County

Swedish-Griggs County: General Information (Socio-Ethnic) Swedes, from State
Historical Society of North Dakota, Vol., p. 272-274, Griggs County

Swedish-Oliver County

Swedish-Richland County

Swedish-Rolette County

Swedish-Sargent County

Swedish-Towner County

Swedish-Traill County

Swedish-Williams County

Swiss
Syrian
Includes: "Brief History of the Attiyeh." "Aim of the Attiyeh Society." "To the
Attiyehs." "Program of the Attiyeh Society Convention." "Committees.”
Ukrainian

Includes: "Churches of Butte, McLean County, N.D." by Marie Moseanko
America Eats Records
Instruction — Letter from Ethel Schlasinger, State Director, North Dakota Writers’ Project
Source Material Series

Adams County: “Sunday School Picnic,” by Alyce M. Sims, 1937 (3 p.)
Barnes County: “Sixth Annual 4-H Club Achievement Banquet,” by Fred J. Reher, 1937 (2 p.)
[Unknown County]: “A Typical Meal,” by Paul Rognlie (3 p.)
Cass County: “Outline of Essay according to the letter of instructions sent to me by the state
office, by Claire Jackson (3 p.)
“An Annual Church Supper in North Dakota, 1941 (9 p.)
Foster County: “An American Meal” (Masonic Lodge, Aurora #56), by E.L. Horton, 1937 (3 p.)
Grand Forks County: “Appreciation Supper” (Grace Baptist Church, Grand Forks, N.D.), by Mr.
Osborn, 1941 (7 p.)
Griggs County: “An Annual Church Dinner in Griggs County” by Claire Jackson, 1941 (6 p.)
Logan/Mclntosh Counties: [untitled], by Nina Arntz, 1937 (2 p.)
McHenry County: “Typical Meals,” by Ralph Holm, 1937 (3 p.)
McKenzie County: Typical Meals,” Olga J. Lassey, 1937 (2 p.)
McLean County: Article published in the Washburn Leader newspaper, 1939-1941
Waffle Supper at Lutheran Church Tuesday, Feb. 16 & 24, 1939
Pancake Supper Next Big Event, Nov. 30, 1939
Pancake Supper Date Set for December 3, Nov. 21, 1940
Batter Boys will be Ready at Zero Hour, Nov. 28, 1940
1940 Pancake Supper is Now Past History, Dec. 5, 1940
Pancake Feed to be served November 7, [n.d.]
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Side Glances on and off Main Street, Nov. 6, 1941
Pancake Supper is Now Past History, Nov. 13, 1941
Mercer County: “American Menu,” by Mr. Keller and T.S. Brown (1 p.)
Mountrail County: “Typical Meals: Country Church Suppers (2 p.)
Oliver County: Center Eveready Homemakers Club Menu (2 p.) and “Norwegian Dinner” (1 p.)
Richland County: Narrative of a Supper Given at Wahpeton (First Congregational Church), by
F. G. Callan, 1937 (3 p.)
Traill County: “Typical Meals,” by Clarence Anderson, 1937 (2 p.)
“Typical Meals” (3 p.)
“North Dakota Dines” (3 p.)
“America Eats” (2 p.)
“Thanksgiving Dinner in a School Dormitory” (2 p.)
“Poppy Seed Biscuits (Bohemian Kolasky) (1 p.)
Bowman & Slope Counties: “Recipes” by Clifford Puckett (23 p.)

Correspondence Series, 1941
Manuscript Series (3 versions, each 11 leaves)

“Final draft, mailed to Washington 12/9/41”
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