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Norene A. Roberts Photograph Collection, 1980s-1990s 

399 photographic prints : gelatin silver and color 

309 negatives : polyester ; 35 mm 

4 negatives :polyester ; 4x5 in. 

165 negatives : color ; 35mm 

273 slides : color ; 35mm 
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OVERVIEW 

 

Links:  Finding Aid to the Roberts Norene Papers 
        View collection in Digital Horizons 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

Provenance:  Donated by Norene Roberts, 1995 (Acc. 2412). 

 

Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this 

collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to images in this collection are held by the Institute. 

 

Citation:  Institute for Regional Studies, NDSU, Fargo (item number) 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Norene Roberts received her Masters and Ph.D. in American Studies from the University of 

Minnesota in 1972 and 1978, respectively. Following her doctoral work, she was employed by 

the Minnesota State Historical Society as an architectural historian. In 1979 she established 

Historical Research Incorporated, for which the projects in this collection were completed. Some 

http://library.ndsu.edu/archives/collections-institute/photography/finding-aids
http://library.ndsu.edu/archives
http://hdl.handle.net/10365/310
http://digitalhorizonsonline.org/cdm4/results.php?CISORESTMP=results.php&CISOVIEWTMP=item_viewer.php&CISOMODE=thumb&CISOGRID=thumbnail,A,1;title,A,1;image,A,0;creato,200,0;none,A,0;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOBIB=title,A,1,N;image,A,0,N;creato,200,0,N;none,A,0,N;none,A,0,N;20;relevancy,none,none,none,none&CISOTHUMB=20%20(4x5);identi,none,none,none,none&CISOTITLE=20;title,none,none,none,none&CISOHIERA=20;image,title,none,none,none&CISOSUPPRESS=0&CISOTYPE=link&CISOOP1=exact&CISOFIELD1=source&CISOBOX1=Norene+Roberts+Photograph+Collection+2015&CISOOP2=exact&CISOFIELD2=image&CISOBOX2=&CISOOP3=exact&CISOFIELD3=creato&CISOBOX3=&CISOOP4=exact&CISOFIELD4=CISOSEARCHALL&CISOBOX4=&c=exact&CISOROOT=%2Fuw
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of her work includes those in this collection as well as numerous projects in Minnesota. In 1995 

she moved from Minneapolis to Massachusetts. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The Norene Roberts Photograph Collection was accessioned as part of her papers that she 

donated to the Institute for Regional Studies in 1995. Those papers have been processed as 

Manuscript 190. The collection contains 407 photographs in color and black & white. Most if not 

all were taken by Ms. Roberts. Most but not all of the prints have corresponding negatives. Those 

that do have been so noted on the back of the print. The photographs are arranged within each 

series alphabetically by town. The collection includes many images of post offices across North 

Dakota and different streetscapes in those same towns. The photograph collection is organized 

into three series: North Dakota towns, North Dakota schools & church, and Slides.  

 

The Towns Series contains photographs of post offices, courthouses, libraries, and different 

streetscapes. The two towns with the largest selection of images are Devils Lake and Grand 

Forks, N.D. Devils Lake is mainly streetscapes with a few post office images, while Grand Forks 

holds images for a variety of different locations such as the St. Michaels Hospital, Dinni Flats, the 

DeRemer House and downtown businesses. 

 

The Schools & Church Series documents eight buildings including Belmont, Roosevelt and 

Washington schools in Grand Forks; the public schools at Fordville, Hoople, Minto and Pisek; 

and Zion Lutheran Church at Hoople, N.D. Washington School images are the most numerous 

with both interior and exterior views. Most of the school photographs are in color and contain 

several different views of the buildings. There are also a number of images of St. Joe’s Chapel at 

Minto, N.D. 

 

The Slides Series has been organized by geographic location, as well as a separate file for North 

Dakota post offices. The later file is sub-divided alphabetically by name of the town. The Fargo 

and Grand Forks files include slides used in presentations related to buildings located in the 

respective communities. Both contain some historical images, thus images not taken by Ms. 

Roberts. The Fargo file also includes some general downtown views and buildings. The Grand 

Forks file also includes images of the Gedney building and St. Michael Hospital. Of special note 

are the images taken by Ms. Roberts of post offices in a number of North Dakota towns. This was 

part of research Ms. Roberts did regarding historical architecture of these public buildings. 

Consult the contents listing for towns represented. 

 

 

FOLDER  CONTENTS  (number of items) 

 

1   Finding aid, and Biographical information 

 

   Towns Series 

 

2   Bismarck, N.D. (2) 

2a   Carrington, N.D. (5) 

   Devils Lake, N.D.— 

3    Streetscapes (13) 

4    Streetscapes, b&w (18) 

5    Streetscapes (24) 
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6    Streetscapes, b&w (24) 

7    Post Office and Arial view (3) 

8   Dickinson, N.D. (11) 

   Fargo, N.D.— 

9    Federal building (2) 

10    Buildings (9) 

   Grand Forks, N.D.— 

11    Post Office (2) 

12    St. Michael’s Hospital exterior, Sept. 1994 (24 color) 

13    St. Michael’s Hospital interior, Sept. 1994 (24 color) 

14    Beare House (2 contact sheets : 40 images : 35mm) 

15    DeRemer House (2 contact sheets : 14 images : 6 x 7 cm. & 4  

     copy neg.) 

16    Dinni Flats & school (4) 

17    Downtown buildings, 8x10s (22) 

18   Hettinger, N.D. (9) 

19   Jamestown, N.D. (1) 

20   Langdon, N.D. (2) 

21   Lisbon, N.D. (3) 

22   Mandan, N.D. (6) 

23   Minot, N.D. (2) 

24   New Rockford, N.D. (b&w) (5) 

25   New Rockford, N.D. (color) (6) 

26   Oakes, N.D. (2) 

27   Park River, N.D. (15) 

28   Pembina, N.D. (7) 

29   Rugby, N.D. (11) 

30   Sawyer, N.D. (9) 

   Valley City, N.D.— 

31    Post office and streetscapes (8) 

32    Streetscapes (b&w) (12) 

33    Streetscapes (17) 

34   Wahpeton, N.D. (10) 

 

  Schools and Church Series 

 

35  Grand Forks, N.D. -- Belmont School (3) 

36  Fordville, N.D. School (9) 

37  Grand Forks, N.D. -- Washington School (30) 

38  Hoople, N.D. School (4) 

39  Grand Forks, N.D. -- Roosevelt School (4) 

40  Minto, N.D. School, b&w (16) 

41  Minto, N.D. School interior (9) 

42  Pisek, N.D. School & St. Joseph’s Chapel (5) 

43  Hoople, N.D. -- Zion Lutheran Church (6) 

 

  Slides Series 

 

44  Fargo, N.D.— 

44.1-41   ―Fargo Slide Talk‖ 

44.42-46   Downtown scenes 
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44.47-51   NDSU scenes 

45  Grand Forks, N.D.— 

45.1-69   ―Grand Forks Slide Show‖ 

45.70-80   Gedney Building, 1990 

45.81-89   St. Michael’s Hospital, Aug. 1989 

45.90-107   General views 

46.1-9  Hoople, N.D.—Zion Lutheran Church 

47.1-8  Park River, N.D. 

48  Post Offices of North Dakota— 

48.1-4   Bismarck 

48.5-8   Carrington 

48.9-12   Dickinson 

48.13-16   Fargo 

48.17-20   Grafton 

48.21-24   Grand Forks 

48.25-28   Hettinger 

48.29-32   Langdon 

48.33-36   Lisbon 

48.37-40   Mandan 

48.41-44   Minot 

48.45-54   New Rockford 

48.55-58   Oakes 

48.59-72   Pembina 

48.73-81   Rugby 

48.82-85   Sawyer 

48.86-89   Valley City 

48.90-93   Wahpeton 

49.1  Walsh County, N.D.—One room school 

50.1-4  Warsaw, N.D.—St. Stanislaus Catholic Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright 2009 by Institute for Regional Studies & University Archives,  

North Dakota State University Libraries 


