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OVERVIEW 

 

Link:  Finding aid to Iver Udgaard Photograph Collection 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

Provenance:  Donated by Jan Jackson, 2006 (Acc. 2789). 

 

Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection is held by the Institute. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Iver Udgaard Papers (Ms 349), Institute for Regional Studies, 

North Dakota State University, Fargo. 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Iver Udgaard was born on October 10, 1863 in Lesje, Norway. He immigrated to the United States at the 

age of nineteen and lived in Minnesota for a year before moving to Mardell, North Dakota, located east of 

Cooperstown in Griggs County. He worked as a mail carrier during the pioneer era of the area, working a 

route in North Dakota between the towns of Tower City and Lee. He then moved to Cooperstown and 

worked as a salesman and bookkeeper for Knud Thompson, a machine shop operator. From 1887 until 

1890, Udgaard was employed by Odegaard & Thompson as a banker and in 1894 he was elected treasurer 

of Griggs County, a position he held for two years. After briefly relocating to Centralia, Washington, 
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Udgaard returned to the Cooperstown area to farm and did so from the period of 1897-1900. He was then 

employed as a cashier for the First National Bank of Cooperstown until 1910, when he returned to 

farming, the career he maintained until the end of his life. Mr. Udgaard was an active Mason. 

In 1902, Udgaard married Gena Helling (1879-1966), of Cooperstown, and this union produced two 

children, Mildred (Udgaard) Johnson (1903-1985) and Edwin Udgaard (1904-1968). Iver Udgaard died 

on November 17, 1935 after a period of illness that resulted from a stroke the previous year.  

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The Iver Udgaard Papers contain business papers concerning Mr. Udgaard’s business affairs, as well as 

the affairs of the First National Bank of Cooperstown. This collection also contains several papers and 

items relating to Mr. Udgaard’s life history and Masonic activities. The papers have been organized into 

four series: Biographical materials, Business correspondence, Business papers, and North Dakota. 

 

The Biographical Materials Series includes Mr. Udgaard’s eulogy, Masonic certificates, a pinback 

button from the 1917 opening of the Masonic lodge in Cooperstown, and clippings concerning the deaths 

of Mr. Udgaard and members of his immediate family. 

 

The Business Correspondence Series consists of correspondences received by Udgaard during the 

period of 1903-1932. Folders 3-35 have been arranged alphabetically by the name of the business (as 

these were kept together in this order); the contents of Folders 36-52 have been arranged chronologically 

by year. These papers concern banking and various accounts and debts held by banks in Cooperstown and 

other banks in North Dakota. Correspondences concerning Udgaard’s personal banking, business, and 

insurance affairs also are present. 

 

The Business Papers Series consists of ledgers, legal documents, and balance sheets related to accounts 

held at the First National Bank of Cooperstown, other banks, and also Udgaard’s personal accounts. 

These date from 1903-1930, with Folder 55 being undated. 

 

The North Dakota Series consists of three folders of materials related to Cooperstown and Griggs 

County. Folder 56 contains materials relating to Cooperstown High School, dating from the period of 

1907-1920, which includes two sheets of handwritten football cheers, graduation notices, and a 

Cooperstown High School annual from 1907. Folder 57 includes materials relating to North Dakota, 

including several typewritten histories of Cooperstown and Griggs County and a 1925 toast written to 

North Dakota. Folder 58 contains periodical clippings that primarily concern activities at the school. 

 

 

SEPERATIONS RECORD 

 

The following material has been separated from the manuscript collection and placed in the appropriate 

area. 

 

Photographs (Institute Photo collection 2112) 

 35 photographic prints related to the Udgaard family, friends and Cooperstown, N.D. 
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BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

Box/Folder Contents 

 

1/1  Finding aid 

 

  Biographical Materials Series 

 

1/2  Biographical Materials 

 

  Business Correspondence Series 

 

1/3  A. Starr Best, 1908 

1/4  Ballord Trimble Lumber, 1908 

1/5  Cummings State Bank, 1906 

1/6   Drexel State Bank, 1909 

1/7  Equitable Life Assurance Society, 1910-1911 

1/8  Farmer’s Blacksmith and Supply Co., 1910 

1/9  Farmers and Merchants Bank, 1906 

1/10  First National Bank of Fargo, 1906-1910 

1/11  First National Bank of Cooperstown, 1904-1909 

1/12  Funto Farm, 1920 

1/13  Globe Clothing Company, 1910 

1/14  George McAllister, 1909 

1/15  Griggs County Auditor, 1906 

1/16  H.M. Rich, 1908-1911 

1/17  Hammer Condy, 1909 

1/18  Home Lumber Company, undated 

1/19  International Mercantile Marine, 1904 

1/20  Mandan Indian Shriners, 1931 

1/21  Marinette Lodge, 1927 

1/22  Marshall Oil Company, 1910 

1/23  McCoy Lumber Company, 1908-1909 

1/24  McCulloch Brothers, 1908-1910 

1/25  Minnehaha State Bank, 1910-1911 

1/26  Murray Bros. and Ward, 1909 

1/27  National Collection, 1909 

1/28  Northwest Credit Corporation, 1930 

1/29  Oakland National Bank, 1909 

1/30  S.L. Clark Company, 1910 

1/31  Stromberg Motor Devices, 1909 

1/32  Union Central Life Insurance, 1907-1911, 1931 
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1/33  Union Savings Bank, 1909-1910 

1/34  Wells and Dickey, 1908-1909 

1/35  Winnesheik County State Bank, 1908-1909 

1/36  Correspondence, 1903 

1/37  Correspondence, 1904 

1/38  Correspondence, 1905 

1/39  Correspondence, 1906 

1/40  Correspondence, 1907 

1/41  Correspondence, 1908 

1/42  Correspondence, 1909 

1/43  Correspondence, 1917 

1/44  Correspondence, 1920 

1/45  Correspondence, 1925 

1/46   Correspondence, 1926 

1/47  Correspondence, 1927 

1/48  Correspondence, 1928 

1/49  Correspondence, 1929 

1/50  Correspondence, 1930 

1/51  Correspondence, 1931 

1/52  Correspondence, undated 

 

  Business Papers Series 

 

1/53  Business Papers, 1903-1908, 1911 

1/54  Business Papers, 1924-1930 

1/55  Business Papers, undated 

 

  North Dakota Series 

 

1/56  Cooperstown High School 

1/57  North Dakota 

1/58  Periodical clippings 
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