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OVERVIEW 

 

Links:  Finding aid to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for North Dakota Collection (on microfilm) 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

Provenance:  Donated by Thomas Harvey, Minneapolis, 1987 (Accession 2208). 

 

Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  The Institute does not hold the copyrights. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Fire Underwriters Inspection Bureau, North Dakota Fire Insurance 

Maps, Oversize 10, Institute for Regional Studies, North Dakota State University, Fargo. 

 

 

HISTORY 

 

The Minnesota and Dakota Fire Underwriters was organized in 1894. In 1903, the name changed to 

Minnesota and North Dakota Fire Underwriters and in 1909 to General Inspection Company. In 1923 the 

name became General Inspection Bureau and in 1933 it became the Fire Underwriters Inspection Bureau, 

located in Minneapolis, Minnesota. It reorganized as Insurance Services Office of Minnesota in 1972. The 

insurance maps they prepared were used by fire insurance companies and underwriters in writing policies 
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on commercial and public structures located in smaller towns in North Dakota and Minnesota. What other 

states the company covered is not known. 

 

The Fire Underwriters Inspection Bureau was small in comparison to the Sanborn Map Company of 

Pelham, New York, which produced maps for larger cities, including Fargo, Bismarck, Grand Forks, 

Minot, and Williston in North Dakota. Meanwhile, the Fire Underwriters Inspection Bureau's policy was 

to map every town not already mapped by Sanborn, which usually was limited to small towns. 

 

Early edition fire insurance maps are particularly rare, because the bureau disposed of outdated editions 

when new editions were released. It is possible that early editions have been retained by local insurance 

companies. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The North Dakota fire insurance maps cover from 1921 to 1965, but the bulk of maps is from 1954 to 

1965. There are a total of 475 maps covering 409 towns in North Dakota. The maps are arranged 

alphabetically by town and date. They are similar in appearance to Sanborn maps except they usually 

include only commercial structures and not houses. There is an introductory paragraph giving population, 

type of waterworks system, fire department and equipment, any alarm system, and whether there is 

building and fire prevention ordinances. The structures are color coded and addition names, streets, and 

lots are given. The maps were done in two sizes, circa 26 x 22 inches and circa 13.5 x 10 inches. 

 

 

FOLDER LIST 

 

Folder 1  Year (number of sheets) 

 

Abercrombie  1961 

Adams  1958 

Alamo  1961 

Alexander  1959 

Alfred  1963 

Alice  1964 

Almont  1962 

Alsen  1963 

Ambrose  1955 

Amenia  1960 

Amidon  1964 

Anamoose  1960 

Anita  1957 

Antler  1959 

Appam  1962 

Ardock  1962 
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Argusville  1964 

Arnegard  1959 

Arthur  1963 

Arvilla  1963 

Ashley  1961 (2) 

Auburn  1961 

Ayr  1957 

 

Folder 2 

 

Balfour  1965 

Balta  1962 

Bantry  1962 

Barlow  1962 

Barney  1953 

Barton  1962 

Bathgate  1963 

Battleview  1962 

Beach  1960 (2) 

Belcourt  1963 

Belfield  1957 

Benedict  1962 

Berlin  1963 

Berthold  1962 

Berwick  1962 

Beulah  1959 

Binford  1960 

Bisbee  1960 

Blabon  1941 

Blaisdell  1962 

Blanchard  1962 

Bordulac  1962 

Bottineau  1962 (4) 

Bowbells  1958 (2) 

Bowdon  1959 

Bowesmont  1963 

Bowman  1955 (2) 

Braddock  1959 

Brampton  1963 

Brinsmade  1962 

Brocket  1962 

Buchanan  1964 

Buffalo  1953 

Burlington  1964 
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Butte  1964 

Buxton  1951 

 

Folder 3 

 

Calvin  1967 

Cando  1965 

Carbury  1959 

Carpio  1964 

Carrington  1964 (3) 

Carson  1951 

Cartwright  1959 

Cathay  1962 

Cayuga  1962 

Center  1958 

Chaffee  1957 

Charbonneau  1959 

Christine  1962 

Churchs Ferry  1962 

Cleveland  1964 

Clifford  1964 

Clyde  1963 

Cogswell  1963 

Coleharbor  1962 

Colfax  1960 

Columbus  1951 

Cooperstown  1955 (2) 

Corinth  1962 

Coteau  1962 

Conlee  1962 

Courtenay  1961 

Crary  1962 

Crete  1941 

Crosby  1954 (2) 

Crystal  1954 

Cummings  1962 

 

Folder 4 

 

Dahlen  1963 

Davenport  1964 

Dawson  1964 

Dazy  1964 

Deering  1962 
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DeLamere  1964 

Denhoff  1963 

Des Lacs  1962 

Dickey  1963 

Dickenson  1963 (8) 

Dodge  1962 

Donnybrook  1962 

Douglas  1962 

Doyon  1962 

Drake  1962 

Drayton  1954 

Driscoll  1962 

Dunn Center  1961 

Dunseith  1952 (2) 

Dwight  1951 

 

Folder 5 

 

East Fairview  1964 

Eckelson  1964 

Edgeley  1956 (2) 

Edinburg  1960 (2) 

Edmore  1960 

Edmunds  1941 

Egeland  1956 

Eldridge  1941 

Elgin  1961 (2) 

Elliot  1963 

Embden  1957 

Emerado  1963 

Englevale  1954 

Epping  1961 

Erie  1960 

Esmond  1960 

Fairdale  1962 

Farimount  1960 

Fessenden  1957 (2) 

Fingal   1964 

Finley   1953 (2) 

Flasher   1960 

Flaxton   1960 

Forbes  1963 

Fordville  1962 

Forest River  1962 
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Forman  1961 

Fort Ransom  1963 

Fort Yates  1963 

Fortuna  1962 

Foxholm  1962 

Fredonia  1964 

Fullerton  1961 

 

Folder 6 

 

Gackle  1964 

Galchutt  1957 

Gardena  1957 

Gardner  1957 

Garrison  1959 (2) 

Garske  1962 

Gascoyne  1953 

Geneseo  1962 

Gilby  1962 

Gladstone  1958 

Glasston  1958 

Glenburn  1963 

Glenfield  1941 

Glen Ullin  1961 (2) 

Golden Valley  1961 

Golva  1962 

Goodrich  1963 

Grandin  1966 

Granville  1965 

Grassy Butte  1959 

Grenora  1961 

Great Bend  1963 

Guelph  1963 

Gwinner  1963 

 

Folder 7 

 

Hague  1964 

Halliday  1957 

Hamilton  1963 

Hamlet  1962 

Hampden  1962 

Hankinson  1953 (2) 

Hanks  1962 



Oversize 16  Fire Underwriters Inspection Bureau North Dakota Fire Insurance Maps Page 7 of 12 

 

Hannaford  1959 

Hannah  1963 

Hansboro  1963 

Harlow  1962 

Harwood  1960 

Hastings  1964 

Hatton  1963 (2) 

Havana  1962 

Haynes  1963 

Hazelton  1957 

Hazen  1959 (2) 

Heaton  1949 

Hebron  1961 (2) 

Heimdal  1962 

Hettinger  1961 (2) 

Hensel  1961 

Hickson  1962 

Honeyford  1963 

Hoople  1962 (2) 

Hope  1952 

Horace  1964 

Hunter  1961 

Hurdsfield  1962 

 

Folder 8 

 

Inkster  1960 

Johnstown  1963 

Jud  1963 

Juanita  1941 

Karlsruhe  1954 

Kathryn  1962 

Kempton  1963 

Kensal  1966 

Kenmare  1959 (2) 

Kief  1961 

Kindred  1951 

Killdeer  1961 (2) 

Kloten  1963 

Knox  1962 

Kramer  1959 

Kulm  1956 

Kuroki  1959 
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Folder 9 

 

Lakota  1955 (2) 

Landa  1959 

Langdon  1963 (2) 

Lankin  1958 

Lansford  1959 (2) 

La Moure  1955 (2) 

Larimore  1958 

Lawton  1961 

Leal  1964 

Leeds  1952 (2) 

Lefor  1958 

Lehr  1952 

Lieth  1963 

Leonard  1958 

Lidgerwood  1957 (2) 

Lignite  1963 (2) 

Lincoln Valley  1959 

Linton  1956 

Litchville  1961 

Loraine  1962 

Ludden  1963 

Luverne  1964 

 

Folder 10 

 

McCanna  1963 

McClusky  1964 (2) 

McGregor  1961 

McHenry  1962 

McKenzie  1951 

McVille  1963 

Maddock  1950 

Makoti  1962 

Mantador  1963 

Manvel  1963 

Mapleton  1964 

Marion  1963 

Martin  1963 

Maxbass  1959 

May  1955 

Mayville  1956 (3) 

Medina  1961 
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Medora  1965 

Melville  1941 

Menoken  1960 

Mercer  1962 

Merricourt  1963 

Michigan  1960 

Millarton  1941 

Milnor  1961 (2) 

Minnewaukan  1955 

Minto  1952 (2) 

Moffit  1964 

Mohall  1958 (2) 

Monango  1963 

Montepelier  1955 

Mooreton  1963 

Mott  1953 (2) 

Mountain  1963 

Munich  1963 

Mylo  1963 

 

Folder 11 

 

Napoleon  1952 (2) 

Nash  1962 

Nekoma  1963 

Newburg  1957 

New Leipzig  1961 

New Town  1964 (2) 

New Salem  1960 (2) 

Niagara  1963 

Niobe  1962 

Niche  1959 

Nome  1964 

Noonan  1961 

Norma  1962 

Northwood  1960 (2) 

Nortonville  1963 

Norwich  1962 

 

Folder 12 

 

Oakes  1961 (3) 

Oberon  1952 

Oriska  1964 
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Orr  1963 

Osnabrock  1960 

Overly  1959 

Page  1964 

Palermo  1962 

Park River  1953 (2) 

Parshall  1965 

Pekin  1963 

Pembina  1958 

Penn  1962 

Perth  1961 

Petersburg  1963 

Pettibone  1961 

Pillsbury  1964 

Pingree  1964 

Pisek  1955 

Plaza  1957 

Portal  1964 

Portland  1964 

Powers Lake  1963 

 

Folder 13 

 

Rawson  1959 

Ray  1961 (2) 

Reeder  1961 

Regan  1962 

Regent  1961 

Reynolds  1961 

Rhame  1961 

Richardton  1950 

Robinson  1963 

Rock Lake  1957 

Rogers  1964 

Rolla  1957 (2) 

Rolette  1959 

Ross  1961 

Roth  1959 

Russell  1959 

Rutland  1955 

Ryder  1964 

St. Anthony  1963 

St. John  1961 

St. Thomas  1960 (2) 
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Sanborn  1964 

Sarles  1961 

Sawyer  1962 

Scranton  1961 

Selfridge  1961 

Selz  1962 

Sentinel Butte  1957 

Sharon  1965 

Sheldon  1908, 1961 

Sherwood  1959 

Sheyenne  1961 

Simcoe  1926 

Solen  1963 

Souris  1958 

Southam  1962 

Southheart  1962 

Spiritwood  1964 

Stanley  1961 (2) 

Stanton  1961 

Starkweather  1961 

Steele  1957 

Sterling  1962 

Still  1921 

Stirum  1941 

Streeter  1954 

Surrey  1962 

Sutton  1964 

Sykeston  1962 

 

Folder 14 

 

Tappen  1965 

Taylor  1961 

Temple  1962 

Thompson  1963 

Tioga  1963 (3) 

Tokio  1963 

Tower City  1963 

Tolley  1962 

Tolna  1965 

Towner  1964 (2) 

Trenton  1959 

Turtle Lake  1962 

Tuttle  1950 
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Underwood  1949 

Upham  1948 

Verona  1961 

Velva  1966 (2) 

Venturia  1962 

Voss  1962 

Walcott  no date 

Wales  1963 

Walhalla  1952 (3) 

Walum  1929 

Warwick  1963 

Washburn  1962 (2) 

Watford City   1959 (2) 

Webster  1962 

Werner  1926 

Westhope  1959 

Wheatland  1950 

Wheelock  1962 

White Earth  1962 

Whitman  1959 

Wildrose  1954 

Willow City  1961 

Windsor  1941 

Wishek  1961 (2) 

Wilton  1962 

Wimbledon  1952 

Wing  1963 

Wolford  1954 

Woodworth  1956 

Wyndmere  1954 

York  1962 

Ypsilanti  1964 

Zahl  1962 

Zap  1961 

Zeeland  1955 
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