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Anthrax 


Anthrax is an acute i nfectious disease. 
Nearly all types of mammals, including man, 
are susceptible to infection by the anthrax 
organ ism. 

The germ causing anthrax, Bacillus ant
hracis, is a spore-forming orqanisfTl that is 
very resistant to heat, drying an d the 
usual disinfectants. Once -the spo res in
fect a baril, corra l, or pasture the y may 
remain there for ye a rs. It is even thoug ht 
that they multiply in wet soil during warm 
weat her. 

Most cases of anthrax are caused by an
imals eating the causative orqanism. How
ever, the disease can be transmitted on 
surgical instruments and even hypodermic 
need 1 es. 

Nearly all animals that become infected 
with anthrax die. tn many cases the dur
ation of the disease is very short. Cattle 
have been observed that showed no symptoms 
before death. I n most cases, however, the 
animals have high fever,may be very thirsty 
and walk with a staggering gait. 

Swi ne usuall y show swell i ng of the re
gion of the throat and jowls. Recovery 
from anthrax in ~wine occurs muc~ oftener 
than in other species of animals. 



Since anth ra x is so highly in f ecti ous 
for man it is not desira b le t o open an 
animal suspected of having died of anthrax. 
At the time of deat h, or soon aft e r, an ima Is 
dying from ant hrax ble ed at the body open
ings or through breaks in the sk i n. This 
blood is dark and has a ta rry app ea rance. 

The di agnosis of anthrax is based on 
identification of the organism. This is 
accomplished by animal inoculation and 
bacteriologica1.culturing of "the specimen. 

Anthrax may be confused with prussic 
acid poisoning. 

What to do in cases of 

Suspected Anthrax 

I. If the animal is al ive, call your local 
veterinarian or the State Veterinarian's 
off ice. 

2. I f the an imal is dead, get a blood sam
ple by soaking a small piece of cotton or 
cloth with the blood and taking it to your 
veterinarian or to a veterinary diagnostic 
laboratory. The swab can be wrapped around 
a match and then soaked in the blood. The 
swab and match should then be placed in a 
stoppered bottle. When shipped, the bottle 
should be properly packed. A letter des
cribing the case should be attached to the 
shipping carton and the package labeled 
~nthrax Suspect". 
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In North Dakota the control of anthra x 
i s ha ndl ed by the State Veterinarian. In 
no case shou ld a vaccine be given except by 
d i rec tio n of t he State Veteri~arian. 

Carcasses of anima l s dying of anth rax 
cannot be d isposed of by any of t he re nde r
ing plants. The carcas ses sh ould not be 
skinned. 

The carcasses s hould be cqmpletely burned. 

When possib ~ e it is best to burn the 
carcass where it 1ies. This steri 1izes the 
g round a 1 so. 

When necessary to move the carcass haul 
it rather than drag it. Disinfect all 
equipment that comes in contact with the 
carcass. One of the best disinfectants 
against anthrax is a 10 percent formal in 
solution. 


