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Proso, or proso millet, has been grown since
ancient times in the Old World as an important
grain crop and for human food.

Proso millet has been used as a poultry and
stock feed in the north central states for
many years.

Proso is also known ashog millet, grain millet
and broom corn millet or "hershey”.

Proso millet grains are borne in a panicle,
like oats, instead of a spike as in the case
‘of foxtail millet. Proso is distinguished from

 foxtail millet and barnyard millet chiefly by

the head or seed bearing part.

There are several varieties of proso and, from
a practical viewpoint they are classified as

red or white depending on the color of the hulls.

Irving J. Mork
Extension Poultryman
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Distributed in furtherance of Acts of Congress of May 8 and June 30,1914.

AGRICULTURE COOPERATING

E.J. Haslerud, Director, Fargo, North Dakota
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2. Slightly more feed was required to produce a pound of gain
in body weight when proso millet was substituted for yellow
corn.

FEED CONSUMPTION - POUNDS FEED PER BIRD -
DURING 26 WEEKS

Lot T - Corn Lot II - 1/2 corn, 1/2 proso | Lot III - Millet
Millet
Mash -~ 40.5 Mash -- 41.9 Mash -- 42,9
Grain--28.6 Grain--32,0 Grain--34.6
Total -- 69.1 Total -- 73.9 Total -- 77.5

POUNDS FEED REQUIRED PER POUND GAIN IN WEIGHT

Lot I Lot II Lot III
4- week 1/2 Corn
period Corn 1/2 Proso Millet Millet
0-4 2.5 lbs, 2.6 1bs. 2.3 lbs.
4-8 2.6 2.7 2.8
8-12 3.2 3.3 3.3
12-16 3.5 3.7 3.9
16-20 4.7 5.0 5.2
20-24 7.4 7.8 7.6
24-28 13.4 14.1 15.6
Total 4.9 5.2 5.2

3. The substitution of proso millet for yellow corn resulted in
better growth in both males and females.

4. The percentage of death loss in poults apparently was not

definitely affected by the substitution of proso millet for
yellow corn.

5. The percentage of shrinkage in dressing turkeys for market
was not significantly affected by the substitution of proso
millet for yellow corn in the ration of growing turkeys.

6. The substitution of proso millet in whole or in part for
yellow corn produced better finished dressed turkeys with a
higher percentage placing in the top grades when all turkeys
were dressed for market at 26 weeks of age.
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