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HISTORY 

 

Fargo, North Dakota has its beginnings with the arrival of the Northern Pacific Railway at the Red River 

of the North—the boundary between Minnesota and the Territory of Dakota. In 1872 the railroad crossed 

the river at the present site of Fargo, then called Centralia. With the organization of Fargo Township in 

1874, a school mill was passed for the establishment of a school.  In May of that year a Miss Gillings was 

hired at $45.00 per month to teach the public school. In 1875 the first school house was purchased. As the 

town‟s population expanded, the need for additional schools was addressed by the Board of Education.  In 
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1883 a combination grade and high school was built.  On March 4, 1885 the Dakota Territory Legislature 

enacted a bill creating Fargo as an independent school district. The first high school graduating class in 

1886 had eight students. 

 

In 1875 the census showed there were 105 children of school age and by 1907 there were 3172. By 1957 

there were 10,164 students of school age. From the 1920s to the 1950s a number of rural school districts 

adjacent to Fargo have been absorbed by Fargo. The administration of the school district is the 

responsibility of the Board of Education, elected by popular vote; and superintendent of schools. To date 

there have been fourteen superintendents. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The collection was donated by the Fargo Public Schools.  It included photographs which have been 

organized and processed as Photograph 2002. The Fargo Public School District records have been 

organized into fourteen series: Board of Education meeting minutes, Memos, Administrative memos, 

Record of grades, financial records, Monthly reports of students, Superintendent‟s Office, Publications, 

Newspaper clippings, Petitions, Legal, History, Schools, and Subject files. 

 

The Board of Education Meeting Minutes Series is complete from the beginning of the school district 

in 1874 to 1980. Later minutes were retained at the district offices. The earliest years are recorded in 

ledgers and later the minutes are typed and bound. The minutes record the official proceedings of the 

board and their actions. There is no topical index with the minutes. 

 

The Board of Education Memos Series cover from 1966 to 1980.  Later volumes are at school 

headquarters. They are organized by school year and in a numbered sequence. These memos are directed 

to the board of education can come from the superintendent, principals and committees within the school 

district. They cover a broad range of issues for consideration or information for the board of education. 

This set has no index at the beginning of each volume. 

 

The Administrative Memos Series cover from 1966 to 1980. They are organized by school year and 

consecutively numbered (in 1970 there were 407 individual memos). At the front of each volume there is 

an index by number, date, subject and who initiated the memo. Largely the memos were generated by 

school staff for internal information use. Likely it was a way for the school administration and board to 

remain current on events, policies, and meetings in the school district. More recent administrative memos 

are at school headquarters. 

 

The Record of Grades Series document students enrolled and grades received for all grades in the public 

school system. They cover from 1896 to 1916 and are contained in large ledger volumes. They apparently 

were maintained by the central office from data supplied by individual teachers or school principals. The 

volumes are organized chronologically and then by public school, giving the name of the student, 

attendance, class grades and a remarks column that indicates whether graduated, promoted to next grade, 

held back or withdrew from school. 

 



Mss 263  Fargo (N.D.) Public Schools Records  Page 3 of 13 

 

The Financial Record Series contains a wide variety of financial related records documenting the 

operation of the school district. They have been organized into a number of sub-series, including early 

ledgers and journals, warrant registers (1894-1935), cash books (1883-1922), budget records, energy 

usage and expenses, and the Teacher Retirement Fund. 

 

The Monthly Reports of Students Series includes three volumes that cover 1882 to 1899. They provide 

monthly statistics on student population, including by sex, admitted, transfers, average attendance, 

tardiness, and absences. 

 

The Superintendent’s Office Series is only a small collection related to this position. It includes a 

number of “annual” reports presented by the superintendent regarding the district. It is not know if such 

reports were done on an annual or biennial basis. The correspondence preserved dates only from 1945 to 

1940 and then only letters with individuals and companies with names L-Z were preserved. They are 

primarily routine business matters with vendors, sales people and professional matters. 

  

The Publications Series reflects the few publications found within the records. They were pulled and 

developed into this series. Several are early documents related to the rules, regulations and policies of the 

early school district. There are also a number of more recent items related more to curriculum matters. Of 

special interest are two early publications, Course of Study and the Rules and Regulations Approved and 

Adopted Nov. 10,1885 by the Board of Education of the City of Fargo (1885), and School Laws of the 

City of Fargo (1885). 

 

The Newspaper Clippings Series covers the years from 1962 to 1986 and are a very good source for the 

activities of the Fargo school board and the schools in general. Most are clippings found in the local 

newspaper, The Forum, although there are some programs, and items issues by individual schools and 

programs. The early years are not complete but quickly they are more thorough in coverage. Through 

1969 the clippings have been placed in scrapbooks. A scrapbook covering 1972-April 1977 and loose 

scrapbook pages covering 1969-1971 was accessioned later through the district‟s central library 

processing office. Thereafter they are loose, in general chronological order. Most, if not all, of these 

clippings were compiled by long-time school board member Mrs. Ray Miller. The second run of 

clippings, 1959-1976, is very incomplete and likely was compiled by another person. No attempt was 

made to integrate these into the main collection. 

 

The Petitions Series reflects a variety of issues for which the public presented to the Fargo Board of 

Education. They have been organized by school, if appropriate, and the specific issue involved. Most of 

them date from the 1920s and involve new schools, additions, changes in the grades in particular schools, 

and even a request to teach the Norwegian language at the high school level. 

 

The Legal Series contains various documents and correspondence related to a number of legal cases 

involving the school district. Quite a number related to injuries, and even death, on playground 

equipment. The most involved is the case regarding long-time elementary teacher Ina Johnson who was 

removed from her position in the 1930s in a dispute with the superintendent and school board. There were 

petitions presented by parents for her reinstatement in 1942 and later in 1952 in order that she could 

qualify for retirement benefits. 
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The History Series reflects the number of historical writings found in the collection related to the history 

and development of the school district. There are also original copies of early school district rules and 

regulations. Perhaps the most unique documents are the certified copies of the Dakota Territorial 

Legislature‟ bills establishing the school district in 1883 and the 1885 bill amending the school district 

charter. 

 

The Schools Series is arranged alphabetically by the name of the Fargo school. This series was part of the 

original order in the records, although some additions were made to the series from records scattered 

throughout the collection. The contents span a wide variety of topics and date primarily from the 1910s to 

the early 1930s. They include contracts, correspondence and specifications for the construction of several 

of the schools, including much about the building of Central High School in the late 1910s. Other files 

contain reports of activities, petitions, and general correspondence. Of particular note are the original 

supply order stubs for the construction of the 1883 high school building, and quite complete files on the 

operation of the Fargo Nursery School from 1937 to 1965. 

 

The Subject Files Series reflect documents that could not be placed in any other series. The user should 

consult the container listing for specific holdings. Of note is a long run of school census statistics from 

1919 to 1959 and several early scrapbooks related to the school district. There is also an interesting 

scrapbook documenting the activities of the Central High School Radio Club from 1928 to 1963. 

 

 

BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

Box/Folder Contents 

 

1/1  Finding aid 

Board of Education Meeting Minutes Series 

 

1/2  April 22, 1874-January 8, 1877 

1/3  April 22, 1874-December 8, 1877 

1/4  May 22, 1880-March 28, 1882 

2/1  March 28, 1882-February 19, 1890 

3/1  February 25, 1890-July 20, 1904 

4/1  August 3, 1904-December 22, 1914 

5/1  January 6, 1915-May 1, 1925 

6/1  May 1925-June 1929 

6/2  July 1929-June 1932 

6/3  July 1932-June 1935 

6/4  July 1935-June 1938 

6/5  July 1938-June 1940 

6/6  July 1940-June 1942 

6/7  July 1942-June 1944 
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6/8  July 1944-June 1946 

6/9  July 1946-June 1948 

7/1  July 1938-June 1949 

7/2  July 1949-June 1950 

7/3  July 1950-June 1951 

7/4  July 1951-June 1952 

7/5  July 1952-June 1953 

7/6  July 1953-June 1954 

7/7  July 1954-June 1956 

7/8  July 1956-June 1958 

7/9  July 1958-June 1959 

7/19  July 1959-June 1960 

8/1  July 1960-June 1961 

8/2  July 1961-June 1962 

8/3  July 1962-June 1963 

8/4  July 1963-June 1964 

8/5  July 1964-July 1965 

8/6  July 1965-June 1966 

8/7  July 1966-June 1967 

8/8  July-September 1967 & Memos 

8/9  October 1967-June 1968 

8/10  July 1968-June 1969 

9/1  July 1969-June 1970 

9/2  July 1970-June 1971 

9/3  July 1971-June 1972 

9/4  July 1972-June 1973 

9/5  July 1973-June 1974 

9/6  July 1974-June 1975 

9/7  July 1975-June 1976 

9/8  July 1976-June 1977 

9/9  July 1977-June 1978 

9/10  July 1978-June 1979 

10/1  July 1979-June 1980 

 

  Board of Education Memos Series 

 

10/2  1966-1967 

10/3  1967-1968 

10/4  1968-1969 

10/5  1969-1970 

10/6  1970-1971 

10/7  1971-1972 

10/8  1972-1973 

10/9  1975-1976 
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11/1  1976-1977 (vol. 1) 

11/2  1976-1977 (vol. 2) 

11/3  1977-1978 (vol. 1) 

11/4  1977-1978 (vol. 2) 

11/5  1978-1979 

11/6  1979-1980 

 

  Administrative Memos Series 

 

11/7  1966-1967 

11/8  1967-1968 

11/9  1968-1969 

11/10  1969-1970 

12/1  1970-1971 

12/2  1971-1972 

12/3  1972-1973 

12/4  1975-1976 

12/5  1976-1977 (vol. 1) 

12/6  1976-1977 (vol. 2) 

12/7  1977-1978 (vol. 1) 

12/8  1977-1978 (vol. 2) 

13/1  1978-1979 (vol. 1) 

13/2  1978-1979 (vol. 2) 

13/3  1979-1980 (vol. 1) 

13/3a  1979-1980 (vol. 2) 

 

(Vol.)  Record of Grades Series 

 

1  1895-1896 

2  1896-1897 

3  1897-1898 

4  1898-1899 

5  1899-1900 

6  1900-1901 

7  1901-1902 

8  1902-1903 

9  1903-1904 

10  1904-1905 

11  1905-1906 

12  1906-1907 

13  1907-1908 

14  1908-1909 

15  1909-1910 

16  1910-1911 
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17  1911-1912 

18  1912-1913 

19  1913-1914 

20  1914-1915 

21  1915-1916 

 

  Financial Records Series 

 

22  Treasurer‟s Book, 1875-1878 

23  Journal, 1880-1884 

24  Ledger, 1880-1884 

 

25  Treasurer‟s Ledger 1, 1907-1935 

26  Treasurer‟s Monthly Reports, 1907-1935 

27  Secretary‟s Ledger 1, 1907-1935 

 

  Warrant Registers— 

 

28  1894-1900 

29  1900-1907 

30  1907-1915 

31  1915-1921 

32  1921-1925 

33  1925-1928 

34  1929-1931 

35  1932-1935 

36  1935 

37  Warrants called, 1899-1918 

 

  Cash Books— 

 

38  1883-1892 (“City Treasurer in Account with …”) 

39  1892-1899 (“City Treasurer in Account with … “) 

40  1899-March 1904 (“City Treasurer in Account with … “) 

41  April 1904-1914 

42  1914-1917 

43  1917-1920 

44  1920-1922 

 

45  Budget and Levy, 1915-1923 

46  Property valuations and taxes, n.d. (180-s?) 

 

  Energy Usage and Expenses (by school building)— 
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47  1905-1948/1949 (& Board of Examiners minutes, 1885-1891) 

48  1949/1950-1957/1958 

49  1958/1959-1967-1968 

 

  Teachers Retirement Fund— 

 

50  1914-1924 

51  1924-1935 

 

  Monthly Reports of Students Series 

 

52  1882-1885 

53  1886-1891 

54  1896-1899 

 

  Superintendent’s Office Series 

 

  Reports— 

13/4   1917-1919 

13/5   1924 

13/6   1928-1935 

 

  Correspondence, 1935-1940— 

13/7   L 

13/8   Mc 

13/9   M 

13/10   N 

13/11   O 

13/12   P 

13/13   Q 

13/14   R 

13/15   S, 1935-1937 

13/16   S, 1938-1939 

13/17   S, 1939-1940 

13/18   T 

13/19   U-V 

13/20   W 

13/21   X-Y 

13/22   Z 

 

  Publications Series 

 

13/23  Course of Study and the Rules and Regulations Approved and Adopted Nov. 10, 

1885 by the Board of Education of the City of Fargo, 1885 
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13/24  Course of Study, Art, Fargo Public Schools, 1931-1932 

13/25  Creative Activities, Fargo Public Schools, 1932-1933 

13/26  Fargo Board of Education Policies Manual, 1958 

13/27  Fargo Public School Rules and Regulations, 1913 

13/28  Music, Fargo Public Schools Elementary Grades, 1930-1932 

13/29  School Laws of the City of Fargo, 1885 

13/29a  A Student’s Manual: Fargo Senior High School, 1933-1934, 1935-1937 & 1939-1941,  

   1948-1950 

13/30  Third Grade Social Studies Unit on Early Fargo, 1967 

 

  Newspaper Clippings Series 

 

19/1  March 1962-January 1963 

19/2  Jan. 1963-March 1965 

19/3  March 1965-March 1966 

20/1  March 1966-December 1966 

20/2  January 1967-June 1968 

21/3  June 1968-July 1969 

14/1  July 1969-Feb. 1970 

14/2  March-September 1970 

14/3  September 1970-October 1971 

14/4  October 1971-July 1972 

14/5  July-December 1972 

14/6  January-July 1973 

14/7  August 1973-March 1974 

14/8  April-May 1974 

14/9  May-December 1974 

14/10  January-April 1975 

14/11  April-July 1975 

14/12  August-November 1975 

14/13  November 1975-April 1976 

15/1  May-October 1976 

15/2  October 1976-March 1977 

15/3  April-July 1977 

15/4  July 1977-February 1978 

15/5  February-June 1978 

15/6  June-October 1978 

15/7  October 1978-March 1979 

15/8  April-July 1979 

15/9  July-December 1979 

15/10  January-May 1980 

15/11  May-November 1980 

15/12  December 1980-May 1981 

15/13  May 1981-May 1982 
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15/14  May 1982-May 1983 

16/1  June 1983-May 1984 

16/2  May 1984-March 1985 

16/3  April-December 1985 

16/4  January-May 1986 

16/5  1959, 1969, 1971, 1972-1973 

16/6  1973-1974 

16/7  1974-1975 

16/8  1975-1976 

24/1  1972-April 1977 (scrapbook) 

25/1  Clippings on loose scrapbook pages, 1969-1971 

 

  Petitions Series 

 

16/9  Agassiz School addition, 1926 

16/10  Agassiz district new school, 1929 

16/11  Central High School, use of swimming pool by residents, 1933 

16/12  City of Fargo, 1915 

16/13  Clara Barton and Hawthorne having 7
th
 and 8

th
 grades, undated 

16/14  Roosevelt School, new building, 1928 

16/15  Hawthorne School, addition of gymnasium and auditorium, 1925 

16/16  Hawthorne School, playground, 1912 

16/17  Hawthorne School, principal Jennie Carnine, 1925 

16/18  Hoover, Supt., teachers against removal, updated 

16/19  Horace Mann, adding 7
th
 and 8

th
 grades, 1927 

16/20  Horace Mann, gas and water on third floor, 1925 

16/21  Horace Mann, addition of 7
th
, 8

th
, and 9

th
 grades, 1926 

16/22  Horace Mann, protest sending children there, 1915 

16/23  Huntington‟s Addition new school, 1926 

16/24  Kindergarten, 1915 

16/25  Kindergarten re-establishment, ca. 1926 

16/26  School in Belmont Park area, undated 

16/27  Teacher salary raises, 1919 

16/28  Teaching of „Norse‟ language in high school, 1931 

 

  Legal Series 

 

16/29  Anderson, Inga—Death of son John W. case, 1921 

16/30  Babcock, E. S., 1921 

16/31  Behling, C. W., 1924 

16/32  R. J. Cheney & Co., 1919-1926 

16/33  Florence Crittenton Home, teachers at, 1916-1922 

16/34  Janitors as traffic police, 1929 

  Johnson, Ina— 
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13/35   Correspondence, 1938, 1941 

13/36   Correspondence, 1942 

13/37   Correspondence, 1943 

13/38   Board of Education meeting minutes, Nov. 6, 1941 

18/14   Board of Education meeting minutes, Dec. 10, 1941 

13/39   Draft letter, Nov. 29, 1941 

13/40   “Heard at High School P.T.A,” Oct. 14, 1941 

13/41   National Education Assn., Committee on Tenure, preliminary report, 1942 

13/42   National Education Assn., Report on the Committee on Tenure, 1942 

13/43   Newspaper clippings, 1941-1942 

13/44   Notes on documents 

13/45   “Outline followed at conference, Nov. 6, 1941, by ? Clark 

13/46   Petitions for re-employment, 1942 

13/47   Petitions for re-employment, 1952 

16/35  Nichols, William C., 1921 

16/36  Pettit, Margaret E., 1932 

16/37  Rerich, Karen, 1953-1956 

16/38  Schick test, 1925 

16/39  Sewage Treatment Plant, 1934 

16/40  Taxation on telephone and transportation by I.R.S., 1922-1923 

 

  History Series 

 

16/46  Bill amending act providing Board of Education for Fargo, 1883 

16/47  Bill to amend act on Fargo‟s Board of Education, 1885 

16/48  Board of Education members index, 1970s-1950s 

16/49  “A Condensed Description of the School Properties of the city of Fargo …,” 

by E. Geo. Guthrie, 1928 

16/50  Fargo High School 

16/51  “The First Fifty Years of the Fargo Public Schools,” 1957 

16/52  General histories 

16/53  Letter to 9
th
 Federal Reserve Bank on bonding, including history of present buildings and 

 map, ca. 1918 

16/54  Newspaper clippings 

16/55  Rules and Regulations, 1905 

16/56  Rules and Regulations, 1913 

16/57  School staff, 1916; Course of Study of High School, 1917; and Payroll, 1915 

16/58  Superintendents and Principals index, 1874-1954 

 

  Schools Series 

 

17/1  Agassiz, 1911-1913 

17/2  Agassiz, 1914-1916 

17/3  Agassiz, 1927-1932 
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17/4  Ben Franklin, 1925-1929 

17/5  Ben Franklin, 1932 

17/6  Carl Ben Eielson, 1928 

  Central High School— 

17/7   1917-1921 

17/8   1918-1920 

17/9   1930-1932 

17/10   Construction correspondence, 1917-1918 

17/11   Construction correspondence, 1920-1921 

17/12   Construction correspondence, 1920-1921 

17/13   Construction correspondence, 1920-1921 

17/14   Estimates of labor and materials sheets, 1919-1920 

17/15   “Specifications for the new High School …”, 1917 

17/16  Clara Barton, 1916-1932 

17/17  Common School District #96 (North Fargo, N.D.)—Arbitration, 1923-1926 

17/18  Emerson H. Smith, 1926-1934 

17/19  Emerson H. Smith—Bonds, 1930 

  Fargo Nursery School— 

17/20   1937-1943 

17/21   1943-1945 

17/22   1945-1957 

17/23   1955-1960 

17/24   1960-1965 

22/1   Financial journal, 1948-1957 

22/2   Financial journal, 1957-1965 

22/3   Fargo Community Welfare Association funding journal, 1941-1957 

17/25  Hawthorne, 1916-1932 

  High School (1883-1917) 

18/1   William Ittner correspondence, 1921 

18/2   Supply order stubs, 1883 

23/1   Library Accession Book, 1917-1929 

18/3  Horace Mann, 1915, 1932 

18/4  Horace Mann—Construction and equipment, 1914-1931 

18/5  Jefferson, 1916-1932 

18/6  Lincoln, 1914-1922, 1932 

18/7  Longfellow, 1916-1917, 1928 

18/8  McKinley, 1922-1927 

18/9  Opportunity, 1976-1978 

18/10  Roosevelt, 1914-1921 

18/11  Roosevelt, 1922-1932 

18/12  Washington, 1916, 1932 

18/13  Woodrow Wilson, 1917-1921 

 

  Subject Files Series 
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16/41  Appraisal of school buildings, 1929-1932 

13/31  Citizens committee on study of Fargo School system, 1943 

13/32  Citizens‟ Group on Teachers‟ Salaries, 1942 

16/42  Insurance and inventories, 1911-1915 

16/43  Religious instruction issue, 1923 

16/44  Schedule for closing schools, May 1913 

13/33  School Board election, 1943—Radio talk of A. J. Johnson 

16/45  School censuses statistics, 1919-1959 

16/59  School Savings Bank, 1926-1041 

  Scrapbooks— 

13/24   1916-1917 

21/1   1918-1921 

21/2   Fargo High Radio Club, 1928-1963 
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