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For ef f e c t ~v e f ire- fi g h ting 
e ach commu n i ty s houl d h ave a fire 
cont ro l organ ization , with t l'ained 
workers r e ady to a c t when f ire s break 
o ut. Here i s a sugges ted f ire or
ganLzat i on pl~n that c oul d be put 
into operation at a communi ty fire 
meeti ng. 

(l} Choose a tire chief or leade •• 
Select an a5~1atant to act as chief 
or leader in the absence of the tire 
c'hiet. 

Decide Oh the boundaries in 
h 

Decide on the neee88a~y a1 

communication set-up 
l.l. d offer quick and efficient 

e r vle p in spreading a tire alarm. 
The 	local telep~one company undoubt

dl y can o fter many s uggest1oDs. 

(7 ) Decide on the amount of fire
fighting 	tra1ning eaeh crew member 

hould have. 
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IE FIRES 
R ESTRUCTIVE 

Fire was one of t he grea te s t 
h 8 Z a r d s No rt h D a ko tap ion e e r shad 
t o f ace. Now more th ftn a half cen
tury af te r settl emen t, FIRE s t ill 

s a s e rious hazard. 
P rairie ti re s , either direc tl y 

or i ndirectly, do the fo llow ing--

(1) Destroy tall a nd winter live
stock teed s uppl ies , i ncluding both 
pasture and staoks. 
(2) Destroy tences, teed lo ts , mach
i ner y and fa rm buildin&s . 
(3) Destroy fiel ds of ma ture gra1n , 
bo th in the t ield and i n the stor a ge 
bin. 
(4) Destr.Qy hum an and animal l i fe . 
OS) I nvit e seri ous water and wi nd 
erosion b y de stro ling g round cdver. 

6) Des troy tertil i ty and moistur 
hol ding h umus of the 801 1. 

(7) Des troy or se rio usl y dam age 
grass and trees. 
(8) Destro y t he be tte r 'var i et1eos 
g rass s e e d, a ll owin g th e e ar l ier 

turing weed seed w b eeome embedde 
In the s oi l , safe f rom fire s, to 
e v en t ually "take the p a stu re." 
(9) Destroy t he natu r al "bed" for 
Ji've s tock. 
(10) Destro y natural shel te r and 
home ot Wil dli fe, b ot h bi rd s'and 
animals . 
(1 1) Des troy re creat ion a nd scenic 
beaut y areas. 

Fire in these times is the enemies' 
best a lly 

Let's defea t it --- by always 
-BEina CAREFUL WITH FI 

Gu 

HOW TO PREVENT oFI 

(1) Talk fir e preven tion 
to your nei ghbor s a nd 
~very op po r tun i t y. Bring up the 
topic of fi r e pr e venti on f o r dis 
cussion at your meet ings. 

f r iend 

(2) Be careful wi th f ire in al l 
its fo rm s. 
(3) El imina t e al l f ire haz ards i n
so far a s p r ac t i cal. 

I. SREA 

2. PIPE 

'Become " f ire" ocmscious in your 
daily actions. REMEMBRJ: "A fire 
prevent ed is a battle won." Bet's 

in some battles o~ pr~ventlon on 
th e hom e fron t! 

WHAT ,IS A ,FIRE HAZARD 

All infl ammable material in the 
home , barn , g r ain field, prairie or 
f orest is a fi r e hazard. 

Some of our mo st common prairie 
fire haz ar ds: 
(1) Heavy weed growth along public 
ro ad s and rail roads. 
(2) Straw , brush, or tr a sh burning 
in unpr o t ec ted a reas or on hazardous 
ire days . A hazardous f1~e day can 

be des c ribed as any hot , dry a nd 
windy d ay. 
(3) Care les s n es s with ma t c he s or 
Itemokes." 

AV 


R I I R s 

(4 ) D efect~ve ex hausts on cars, 
trucks, or trac tors . 

(3) Improperl y i ns t all ed or defe ct 
ive fire arre s to r s on l o como t ives. 

HOWTO REDUCE PRAIRI 

FIRE HAZARDS 


(1) Plow fir e b reaks a s ho rt d1s 
t anc e fr om a nd parel l el t o roads, 
highways an d r ail ro ads in r ange 
coun t ry or p as tu re land. 
( 2) Burn o ld straw or hay s tacks 

after a sui table ti re break has 
l owed arotald them . Then burn 

t hem only when t he a l . 1. cool an 
a1st, as a f ter ft rain or snow, and 

prefe r rab l y i n th e evenings. ' Cal 
days should b e s elected. 
(3) Hurn-ou t dangerous and unslgh~
ly accumulat ions o t weeds and other 
trash, using care t o pre vent tire. 
getting ou t ot control, or else haul 
trash away to a sate burning spot. 

(4) As soon as grain is re.oved 
.rom a fiel d, p low breaks around the 

edge to prevent outside tires fro 
coming i n t o t he tield, and to pre
vent a stUbbl e fi re on you r tield 
from spreading to o the r f ields o r 
to those o f n eigh bo r s. 
(5) On b ig stretches of open range, 
i t is desirable to s ub-divi de these 
ar e a s with p lo we d fi re break$ . 

( 6) Make sure that the tr actor , 
t r u ck , or car has ade quat e p rote~
t ion against sp ar k th r owing. 
(7) Dead and down timb er, if st il l 
sound, can be salvaged tor fue l or 
o t her fa r m uses. 
(8) Be c a reful with fire and a s k 
o thers to do likewi se . 

,·/dlire 




READY 
ONT L ECO NDATIONS 

HAT OU OAN DO I N OASE 

OF PRAI RI E .F I RE 


When a fir e first starts , it i 
a r e l atively easy task t o ex tinguish 
i t. A few shovels o f d i r t properl 
appl ied , o r a fe w s wa t s with a wet 
c an v as or burlap swa tter, is al l 
t hat i s needed . Th e l onger a f ire 
1s al l owed to burn unhamper ed, t he 
more difficult it is to extlngut 
Because of this factor, certain me th
ods of fire fig ht i ng are sugges t ed. 

(1) 	 Get to the f .ire BS soon as po.s
bIe after1tstarts, and put it out. 

(2) If the t ,lre i 
you to put ou t alone, call your nei
ghbors to help you. If you ar 
to a town,askfo.r the assist 
the local f1re department. 
(3) Once a fi re i& stopped and ap
parently put out, don't Just le~v 
it. A gust of wind may fa,l up some 

noticed embers in to flames and re
ign1 te your fire. The safe thing to 
do is plow a furrow or two around 
t he bu r ned area Just as close 
possibl e to it. Throwing t he fu rrow 
into t he bur ned area t o make cer tain 
t ha t no live emb er s ar e acciden t l 
t hrown i nto the unburned portion to 
s t ar t ano ther fi r e is recommended. 

One pri ncipal of tire behavior 
to r emember 1s that a tire will burn 
most b ris kly during the warme s t, 
driest, part o f the day. This us
ua l ly i s a period of several hours 
shortly after noon. Fires fought at 
thi s time of the day will require 
considerably more eff ort to exting
u i sh than at any other time . 

Cooper4t iYf! g.lten~iOD Work io Allriculture ,and 

o 

SUGGES'TED 0 

For et f e c ti've fire- f ighting 
each communi ty should have a tire 
con trol o r g an ization , wi t h trained 
workers r eady to act when fi r es bre ak 
out. He r e i s a Bugges t e d fi r e or
ganization plan tha t could t3 put 
into operation at a commun i t,y fire 
meeting. 

(1) Choose 8 fIre c hief or leade 
elect an 8s.Eif:itant to act as chief 

or leader in the absence of the tire 
chief. 
(.2) D 
hleb 

D 
d 

in 

1 

) Plan out a communication set-up 
hlch Ylo uld offer quick and efficient 
e~vic F in spreading a fire alarm. 

The local t elephone company undoubt
e dl y can o ffer many suggestions . 
(7 ) Decide on the amoun t of f1J'e
figh t ing training eac h crew member 
should have. 
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SAVE THE 
HE S 
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