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WHY SILAGE 


Silage is one of the most important 
f eeds on l ives t ock f arms becau se : 

1. 	 Furnish es h igh quali t y succulent feed 
for ..ny season of the year at low cos t . 

2 . 	 It is th e nea r es t subst i tute for grass 
du ring the wint e r sea son, and dur in g the 
hot, dry month s o f summer. 

3. 	 Le s s los s i n h. rv e~ t i ng and sto ra ge , 
compared wi t h cu red r ougha ges . 

4 . 	 Les s wa s te in fee d in g. 

5. 	 Cr ops may b e ens il ed When t h e weath e r 
does no t permit cu r in g i nto f odder or 
h ay . 

6. 	 Weedy or stemmy crops make poor hay but 
may make fai r s ilage. 

1 . 	 Mor e nu tri e n ts can be stored in l e s s 
space. ( An a ve ra ge cubi c f oot o f corn 
s ilage f rom a 30- foo t silo contains over 

• 5 time s as much d ry ma tter 8S 8 cubic 
foot of hay i n th e mow.) 

8 . 	 No dange r f rom f i r e. 

9. 	 Mak es po ssibl e es t abl i shm ent o f fee d 
r eserve s t ha t can be kept fo r a per iod 
of • yea r or l ong e r without mu ch l oss 
in feedin g val u e . 

Why av A Silo 
An 	 abundanc e o f fe ed 1s a necessi t y. 

S ilage ma y be s tored i n silos 5 t o 15 
ye a rs wit h l e s s t h an 10 t o 15 pe r cen t 
s poilage . 

Any ki nd of surplus r oughage i s sui t 
able fo r s ila ge . 

5 I A Ii E 

High Quality Succulent Feed Any Season At Low Cost 

Crop -Fo r Silage 

cu t 	 when t he s e e d 1 s i n t he dough and Corn , and swee t and grain sor ghum s , 
be f o r e f r os t . Cutting and pr eparingare 	perhaps the most common c rops en s iled. 
the 	 sil age is nea r ly the same as fo r co rn .However, s ma ll g r ai ns, l egumes s uc h as 

a lfalfa and swee t clover , and gr a s ses have 
been f ound ver y s atis fa cto ry. If c r ops C. l egumes and gr asses s hould be cut a t 
o the r than co r n and s o r ghum s a r e u sed, it t h e sam e s t a g e as wh en cu t fo r h ay.

is necessary to employ spec ial me thods to 

insure good si l age . 


1. Pel"m i t \1'11 ting to redu ce t he moi s tu r e 

Fo r t he greate s t fe e d i ng value a nd to 65 to 68 percent . On a good drying


best s i l a ge from the va r ious crop s, the day , 2 hours 1n the swath s hould be l ong 

fol l owing recommendat i ons are listed: enough. In case the crop bec omes drier 


than 6~ percent , it can stIll be ensiled 

successfully but wil l r e quire mere pack
ing t o excl ude the a1r .

A. 	 Corn should be cu t when t he kern els are 
near l y g l a zed. (At leas t 75~ 2. To i ns ure th e kee p i ng quality of the 

Silage, when the wea ther doe s not per
mI t wilting in the f ield, materials

1 . 	 If fr()st a ppears, cut i mmediately • 
l ike c hopped hay o r corn and cob meal 

2. 	 Al l ow b und les t o wil t 1n the field 1t may be. added t o absorb t he exce ss mois 
t he cern 1s g ree n a nd sappy. Be s ure tur e . The addition of 100 to 300 pounds 
to hav e enough mots t ure I ef t to a ll ow of dry hay o r 200 to 250 pounds of cOrn 
th or ough pac k1ng. and co b me al pe r ton of the green crop 

Is recommended. Other gra1.ns that might3. 	 Cu t the fo r llge into 1 / 2 to 1 inch 
be 	added as a pre s erva t iv e are g N> undle ngt hs for b es t keep i ng qua lity and 
shelled corn, oats, wheat or barley ateasier pac k i ng. 
t he 	 rate o f 100 t o 150 pounds per ton 

4. 	 Add wa ter when making silage if moisture ot green crop . Thir ty t o 80 pounds of 
cannot be squeezed f r om the s i lage with bl ac ks trap molas s es per ton of material 
the hand. ens i l ed ar e al s o r ecommended . 

5. 	 Spread and pack the silage well to 3 . 	 Cut the ma teri al in 1/ 4 to 1/ 2 inch 
prev en t ai r pockets , which caus e sp oi l  lengths . 

ege and mold. 


4. 	 Al l s 11 age shoul d be cove~d WIth chaff 
6. 	 Bundles n.ay be packed in trench ail os o r de nse rougha ge mater i al and be wet 

wi t h f a ir S\lccess . However, it is very down sever al t i mes t he fi rs t week after 
Jmp ortan t ti l8.t the redder b e cu t and f1ll 1ng. Si l age 1s r eady fbI' fe e d ing

ensiled withou t excess wilti ng and t hat 	 i mmedia t ely a f te r the s 110 1s fIl l ed, 
bundles be packed thoroughly to prevent 	 but i t t ake s about two weeks ot fe rmen
mol d a nd spo 11 age. This me t hod shoul 	 t a tion t o preserv e t he Si l age and gIve 
be u sed only 1n 8 n emergency. 	 i t a de sirabl e f l av o r. 

~. 	 Legume s il age is about one-fif t h heav i e r 
than cor n silage. Bands shoul d be added 

B. 	 Cane, Sudan gr a ss and sunfl ower s a r p. t o the l owe r half of s ilos of light con
satisfactory sllage crop s end shOuld be struc tion t o prevent t he Si l o burs ti ng . 



ESSENTIALS IN PREP.lRINO GOOD 8ILAOE 

1. 	 Ai r t i ght 81 
2. 	 Sharp cu t ter kn i ve s a nd proper a dJ ust 


me nt of kni ves t o she ar plate i mpor tan t 

so th a t the c r op to be ens11ed can be 

cut Into s hot t lengths . 


3. 	 Pr oper distr ibution and packi ng ot mat
er i al into .110. 

Feed ing Sliag 
S1 1 age can b e fe d to all clas ses of 

l i ves tock but i 8 eepe c l elly des ipebl e f or 
da iry c a tt l e, bee t catt l e and sheep. The 
amounts of 6i l age r e commended in addit ion 
to goo d ha y f or t he va r i ous cl as ses of 
livestock are 88 f ollows : 

DAI RY CATTLE 

oo.s- t o 40 pounds depending on : 

1. 	 811te - 3 pound. I!I 11a«e tor every .100 
pound. live weight up to the maximum 
limit ot .0 pounds 811age . 

2. 	 Produetlon-A cow or low production 
should be ted more roughage and thus 
more Silage. A high producing eow 
should be red more grain and Ie •• 
roughage and eilage. 

3 . 	 Feed 8ilage 80 it will last until pns
ture season. 

YEARLINGS -1~ to 25 pounds per day. 
CALVES·-6 months and o'ver

a to 1~ p«unds per day. 


BEEP CATTLE 

COWS - 2:5 to 35 pounds 0 r mo re per day. 
YEARLINGS-l:5 to 215 pounds per day. 
CALVES -6 months and over

8 to 13 pounds per day. 

SHEEP 
Sheep utilize good bright silage free from 
mold and freezing, but troubles may occur 
if 	the s1lage 16 not of high quality . 
EWES - 2 to 4 pounds per day. 
LAMBS -4 mon t h s and over

1 to 2 pounds per day. 


HOR8E8 


Horses utilize good bright Silage free 

f r om mold and freezing in limited amounts , 

but moldy silage is rather poisonous to 

horses- a to 12 pounds of, 511 age for mAt -

ure horses with roughdge er~ SG t i sfpr ' ~ ry . 


Type Of Silo 

UPRIGHT SILOS 

Cement block, tile and wood stave 
silos are good permanent equipment. 

TRENCH SILOS 

A satisfactory means of storing feed. 
A wpll-drainp.d silo in a sandy cl ay sub
soil gives satisfactory storage. Covers 
on the trench silo give added cortvenience. 
Cementing the walls and floor make a more 
permanent piece of equipment . 

PIT 	SILOS 

A very sat1sfactory construction for feed 
storage . Economical it the walls are pl as
tered. Easy to fill with no £reezing en
countered. '!'hey are not ,entirely permanent, 
and the Silage is difficult to remove and 
they require a considerable amount of hand 
labor to bu1ld. 

CONCRETETILE OR BRICK WOODEN-HOOPSTAVE 

TRENCH 
 BOX 
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