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Rabanus Park, located southeast or the site, is used primarily as a 
stormwater detention field in the spring and summer.  Few recreational 
elements are available on site.  The nearest recreational park is over half a 
mile away from the site. 
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Using sustainable stormwater management practices, how can urban 
agriculture change the political and social views on sustainability?
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Warming House: Seasonal use (winter only)

Retention pond: Seasonal use 
Summer: hold water for irrigation of plots
Winter: Ice skating

Open-air shelter/ Office: Kitchenette, 
office with year round staff, 22 picnic 
tables, and male/female restrooms

Full assistance plots (6): Plots for 
users that require full assistance by 
staff member. Reserved for elderly 
users, handicapped users or for 
use as demonstration/ educational 
gardens 

Pumpkin Patch: Educational. Fall 
harvest festival.

Composting Areas (2): Educational. 
Space for garden waste, grass 
clippings, dead leaves and 
appropriate kitchen waste.

Greenhouse (4): Educational and 
rentable to start plantings in the 
spring.

Partial assistance plots (10): Plots 
for users that require additional 
assistance with maintenance 

Zero Assistance plots (209): Plots for 
rent that require zero staff assistance.

Parking area (2): 15 parking spaces 
per lot with 2 handicap accessible 
spaces per lot.
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Open space

6.5’ tall sign

5’ wide ashphalt path, meets ADA 
requirements

3’ Raised planter beds

Ground level gardening area, 
trellises and hanging strutures 
can be installed for crawling or 
dangling plants

3’ Raised planter beds

5’ wide ashphalt path, meets ADA 
requirements

Ground level gardening area, 
trellises and hanging strutures 
can be installed for crawling or 
dangling plants

Zero assistance plots will be 
rotated yearly in groupsand 
planted with ground cover while 
not in use which will be tilled in to 
maintain healthy soil for future use

View looking northwest through 
the “horseshoe” shaped shelter. 
The shelter has a building 
component that will house an 
office for a full-time employee 
and additional seasonal staff. 
The building also has restrooms 
and a kitchenette (available for 
rent). The open air portion has 
22 picnic tables and can be 
rented or used for educational 
classes.

Winter view looking northeast 
from the gazebo located at the 
south end of the site. The pond 
will be used in the summer for 
water collection and irrigation 
on site. In the winter the pond 
will be flooded to be used for ice 
skating and ice hockey. During 
the winter, the warming house 
will be opened and accessible 
for users.  

View looking northwest from the 
south end of the shelter. Large 
and small storage structures 
are placed through out the site 
and will be stocked with tools for 
users to have access to during 
the growing season. Large 
storage structures will have 
excess tools and machinery that 
staff will have access to.

View looking northwest throught 
the pumpkin patch. Across the 
path from the pumpkin patch and 
the shelter are the majority of 
the full and partial. These garden 
plots were placed as close to the 
structure as possible so that the 
staff on site can be able to help 
users when needed.

Connecting the site to the surrounding park system as well as providing a community 
garden for the surrounding residents lead the design process.  It has been observed 
that a significant population of immigrants live in the surrounding community and 
research shows that many immigrant families make use of urban agriculture as means 
to maintain cultural ties to their countries of origin as well as creating new friendships 
with other immigrants.  The current bus network will provide users from further away to 
access the site as well.

View looking southwest into the 
northern group of zero assistance 
garden plots. Users will have 
no limitations on the types of 
crops they can plant. Regional 
sun patterns will influence crop 
placement. 

Perspectives Materials

Permeable pavement will be 
used throughout the site. 

Concrete picnic tables will be 
used in the shelter to prevent 
theft of City property.

http://www.tiletechpavers.com/pavers/Concrete-Pavers-Cost.html

http://www.theparkcatalog.com/rio-rancho-table-and-benches/rio-rancho-tablebuff/315-1014

Wooden planter boxes will be 
used in the the garden plots for 
users that require assistance. 
The height shall be no more 
than 3 feet high to meet ADA 
requirements.

http://www.simplyplanters.com/planter-&-window-boxes/wood/1816+3538+4295047127.cfm

Wooden trellis structures 
will be available for all users 
upon request. Users that do 
not require assistance will be 
required to rent the structures 
and maintain them. 

http://www.smashingmagazine.com/street-and-wayfinding-signs-part-3/

http://edenmakersblog.com/?attachment_id=3739

On site signage will mimic 
the style of the pictured sign, 
although the color scheme will 
follow the color scheme used 
by the F-M visitors bureau and 
convention center.


