








History 

1881: The American Red Cross was founded 

1906: The great fire and earthquake of San Francisco 

1906 +1 month: 40,000 people were still living in tents 

1909: 5,343 cottages were in use, and the last camp of tents was closed down 

1930: The Housing Act was passed in England, which was aimed for government subsidized housing 

1934: 200,000 people in England were unable to afford housing and were displaced from the inner city to the 

suburbs. 

The United States created the National Housing Act to help 10’s of thousands of people evicted from their homes, to be 
homeowners once again. 

From the National Housing Act came the Federal Housing Administration that created mortgage plans, which 
increased home ownership from 40% in 1930’s to 67% in 2006. 

1939-1945:  World War 2 expressed the desperate need of emergency housing.  In this time frame also was the 
start to many new organizations like NGO’s (nongovernmental organizations), Oxfam, USAID (United States Agency for 
International Development) 

1949: The post war building boom, and the Housing Act, which in the end had a negative effect and caused “Vertical 

Slums” 

Around the 1930’s: The Self- Help Movement was started, which encouraged home owners to get involved in 

the building process of their homes. 

1976: Habitat for Humanity was established to help build homes for low income families and to teach them about 

building construction 

From the 1970’s: CDC’s (Community Design Centers) have been set up for people to come, learn, and get 

architecture and planning services for free.  

1999:  Architecture For Humanity was founded 

In the future: 

By 2015 there will be a 54% increase of the number of people affected by a natural disaster, according to the Oxfam 
International. 

CRED International Disaster Database the number of reported natural disasters has gone up from 903 in the 1970’s, 
1,824 in the 80’s, 2,971 in the 90’s and 4,485 in the 2000’s. 

In 2007 the Red Cross reported 160 million individuals that needed housing assistance because of a natural disaster. 

Minnesota has 27 tornados for an annual average. 
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