
One would think that the ever-increasing pervasiveness 
of digital communications could have only strengthened 
our relationships and the communities that we live in. 
Unfortunately, our obsession with digital gratification 
has only made us more lonely - and the cities we live in 
more isolated.
 A large part of this problem is the structure of living 
in a dense urban environment. Access to a computer is 
simple, and takes up little space within a small dwelling. 
There is no town square, no creative meeting point. The 
realm of creative meeting space is too often left to barren 
and isolated corporate plazas.
 The West Loop Community Workshop is essentially 
a simple idea - a sort of community “garage” that 
through membership would allow access to tools, space, 
and equipment many would have difficulty with in 
Chicago’s inner city. The building houses eight 40’ x 100’ 
workshops designed to flexibly adapt to revolving needs 
and equipment. However, some likely activities would 
include textiles, welding & metal working, wood 
working, and digital modeling. 
 It is through working with the tangible world 
and providing a communal building that all can access 
that we can bring people out from their isolated condos 
and apartments in tall glass towers. The West Loop 
Community Workshop is the center Chicago needs 
to start rebuilding its forgotten neighborhoods, one 
community at a time.

West Loop  
Community Workshop 

The design concept begins by placing 
three 40’ wide single-loaded structural 
bays side-by-side, then removing the 
center bay to provide an atrium space. 
This concept is then stacked a second 
time on top of the first, then placed 
upon paired columns that anchor the 
building to the Chicago street. Fire 
stairs at the West ends of the outer 
bays help anchor the upper floors, and 
stabalize the Southern cantilever. A 
large 3-story construction space is 
added to the southern bay, and finally 
a green roof and atrium glass unites 
the structure.



The Building exterior nods to the regimented structure 
of the Chicago grid. A roughly  symmetrical box of full-floor trusses 
on a 20’ grid is rested on an asymmetrical single-loaded 1st floor. The 
lengthy 40’ cantilever over the Southern portion is both a reaction to 
the planned public garden space, and a break from the vertical nature 
of the Chicago Loop directly adjacent.
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The proposed Site is located just Southwest of the dense 
Chicago Loop along the South Chicago River. The site 
was chosen both because of its impact on the community, 
and the site’s old manufacturing history’s effect on the 
project typology. Being on the edge of the developed 
Loop and the redeveloping West Loop allows for the 
building to serve as a crossroads to unite Chicagoans 
of disparate backgrounds and culture. The buildings 
proximity just South of the Eisenhower Expressway 
entrance to Chicago allows the building to also serve as 
an important gateway into the city.
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A series of interlaced glass boxes 
form a reflective space for occupants 
to sketch and conceptualize 
ideas. The 4’ x 7’ boxes provide a 
working surface and room for 2 to 
comfortably work and discuss.


