
One would think that the ever-increasing pervasiveness 
of digital communications could have only strengthened 
our relationships and the communities that we live in. 
Unfortunately, our obsession with digital gratification 
has only made us more lonely - and the cities we live in 
more isolated.
 A large part of this problem is the structure of living 
in a dense urban environment. Access to a computer is 
simple, and takes up little space within a small dwelling. 
There is no town square, no creative meeting point. The 
realm of creative meeting space is too often left to barren 
and isolated corporate plazas.
 The West Loop Community Workshop is essentially 
a simple idea - a sort of community “garage” that 
through membership would allow access to tools, space, 
and equipment many would have difficulty with in 
Chicago’s inner city. The building houses eight 40’ x 100’ 
workshops designed to flexibly adapt to revolving needs 
and equipment. However, some likely activities would 
include textiles, welding & metal working, wood 
working, and digital modeling. 
 It is through working with the tangible world 
and providing a communal building that all can access 
that we can bring people out from their isolated condos 
and apartments in tall glass towers. The West Loop 
Community Workshop is the center Chicago needs 
to start rebuilding its forgotten neighborhoods, one 
community at a time.

West Loop  
Community Workshop 

The design concept begins by placing 
three 40’ wide single-loaded structural 
bays side-by-side, then removing the 
center bay to provide an atrium space. 
This concept is then stacked a second 
time on top of the first, then placed 
upon paired columns that anchor the 
building to the Chicago street. Fire 
stairs at the West ends of the outer 
bays help anchor the upper floors, and 
stabalize the Southern cantilever. A 
large 3-story construction space is 
added to the southern bay, and finally 
a green roof and atrium glass unites 
the structure.
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The proposed Site is located just Southwest of the dense 
Chicago Loop along the South Chicago River. The site 
was chosen both because of its impact on the community, 
and the site’s old manufacturing history’s effect on the 
project typology. Being on the edge of the developed 
Loop and the redeveloping West Loop allows for the 
building to serve as a crossroads to unite Chicagoans 
of disparate backgrounds and culture. The buildings 
proximity just South of the Eisenhower Expressway 
entrance to Chicago allows the building to also serve as 
an important gateway into the city.
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Problem Statement
As technology further develops our abilities 
to communicate across distance, what role 
will public space play, if any, in the future 
shaping of our cities?



DIGITAL

COMMUNICATION



DIGITAL

COMMUNICATION

The greatest challenge with the increasing 
use of more & more advanced communica-
tion technologies is a distancing from the 
self and from the act of creation. The greater 
ability to connect with others comes with the 
negative consequence of living vicariously 
through the actions & experiences of others.



typology
Adaptive public space & 
community workshop.



community

centers



+ community

college



the workshop adapts 
the production elements of a community college to the con-
nective purposes of a community center. instead of a focus 
on communication, something easily facilitated by digital 
communication, the emphasis instead is on collaboration 
and creation.



theoretical premise/

unifying idea
The digital world must not be allowed to be-
come a cheap substitute for our tactile and 
perceptual experience of the world.



site



Chicago is known for great architecture. 
It is also known for great areas of division. The hectic pace 
of the city’s lifestyle along with its racial and economic 
divisions make an ideal site for a building to bridge these 
gaps.
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Space Allocation

Entrance Lobby 1000 s.f.

Private Offices 6@120 s.f.

Reception 150 s.f.

Director’s Office 160 s.f.

Public Toilets 6@120 s.f.

Break Spaces 3@300 s.f.

Meeting Space 150 s.f.

Wood Shop 2000 s.f.

Storage 2000 s.f.

Janitor 100 s.f.

Metal Shop 2000 s.f.

Computer Lab 500 s.f.

1-on-1 Spaces 10@80 s.f.

Lounge/Lunch Room 1500 s.f.

Flexible Machinery Room 2000 s.f.

Multi-Story Contruction Space 1000 s.f.

Gallery/Display 500 s.f.

Outdoor Display varies

Library/Resource Center 500 s.f.

Lockers 500 s.f.

Repair Shop 500 s.f.



concepts

























development



A box is first created to house the work-
spaces. This space will be elevated 20’ 
above the street level.



The box is “donuted” to provide for bet-
ter daylighting and a permanent year-
round green space.



The end of  the box is removed to engage 
the river.



The structure begins simply with a one-
way system of  heavy steel wide-flange 
girders and slighter beams.



Full-height trusses are then run along the 
one-way system.



Though a one-way system, the structure 
is braced by crossing full-height trusses 
in several locations to add rigidity to the 
frame. This is important due to a 40’ 
cantilever to the South.



Composite decking will help stiffen the 
truss further.



The same floor plan is copied above.



The building rests on paired columns 
running along the one-way system. The 
columns are removed on the grid on the 
South and East elevations to provide for 
a cantilever.



The green spaces are cut with light wells 
to provide for light to the main-level atri-
um.



Fire Stairs are provided at the West ends 
of  the building.



A 3-story construction space is added 
for the construction of  larger projects, 
including the possibility of  constructing 
prefabricated housing for lower-income 
residents of  greater Chicago.



A calwall roof  is draped over the entire 
structure, providing natural light into the 
green spaces and top-level workshops.



First Floor Layout

Circulation
Presentation/
Event Space

Office



Second Floor Layout

Workshops

Break-space



Third Floor Layout



Veritical Circulation

Monumental
Stair



3-story construction space.



initial structure





final

design



final

design

4’ x 6’ aluminum panel 
cladding

4-sided silicone glass with 6” 
extruded aluminum mullions

Community Gardens
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Reclaimed lumber wood
floors & finished ceiling on 
first floor

Poured concrete floors & 
painted steel deck ceiling on 
upper levels.

The basement is
used for storage &
mechanical



3-story

construction space



Bridge Crane for large-scale 
construction.

Vertical circulation &
observation decks.

24” x 12” steel beams.

Board-formed concrete
stair core.

3-story

construction space





study

“boxes”

Mechanical access &
diffuser

Aluminum panel cladding

Silicone-sealed glazing

Desk mounted to metal 
studs within wall

Dark box glazing
condition



connection

details

Steel angles with
friction bolts.

Steel web stiffen-
ers address twist-
ing moment.



Base detail of columns 
on 1st Floor. Decora-
tive condition.



Steel angles with
friction bolts.

Steel web stiffen-
ers address twist-
ing moment.



Elevator

Fire
Stair

Roof acces & green 
roof

Bridge crane



Soil
Drainage

Protection Mat
Root Barrier

Moisture Barrier
8” minimum rigid insula-
tion, sloped

Steel roof deck

Green Roof



mechanical

lighting





questions


