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problem statement 

How, as an outsider, do we begin to understand cultural values that are 
not ours, and how does one measure the degree of threat to a minority 
culture when cultural values are lost? 



typology 

A cultural center for rehabilitation, healing, and connections, facilitating 
and fostering the Hidatsa tribe of New Town, ND on the Fort Berthold 
Reservation. 



why important to me 

As a permanent resident and a refugee from Romania I have a lager 
understanding of the disconnect from my ancestral land and a immediate 
disconnect from my culture. This is something that I struggle with and try 
to balance in my everyday life. My culture is very important to me and is 
very much a big part of who I am and where I come from.  



New Town, ND 

New Town, North Dakota can be describes as a refugee town. It is a place where 
the Hidatsa tribe was forced to relocate when the Garrison Dam was commission-
ed and constructed. 



Garrison Dam  

Before  

After  



Garrison Dam 

NOW homes are still submerged 
under water by lake Sakakawea.   



flooding of Elbowoods  



Hidatsa tribe 

This tribe has overcome numerous accounts of warfare and disease, 
which has caused them to uproot and abandon their homes in hopes for a 
better living circumstances.  Almost every 50-100 years they have to pack 
up all of their belongings and fled to new locations along the Missouri 
River.  Until recently, when they were forced onto unfertile lands, which 
they were not accustomed, to when the Garrison Dam was 
commissioned. The families had merely a matter of days to up-root and 
relocate to neighboring parts if New Town. Their homeland was flooded 
by the construction of the dam. Today their homes, schools, churches, a 
hospital, burial grounds, and historical site lie under the Missouri River, 
also known as Lake Sakakawea. New Town can be seen as a refugee hub 
in a sense. People who were once strangers were forced to co-habitat in 
poor living conditions. 
  



Hidatsa tribe 

“Our tribe once lived under the waters 
of Devils Lake. Some hunters 
discovered the root of a vine growing 
downward; and climbing it, and found 
themselves on the surface of the 
earth…until half of the tribe had 
escaped; but the vine broke under the 
weight of a pregnant woman, leaving 
the rest prisoners.”(Schnieder, 1989) It is 
believed that a part of their tribe are 
therefore still beneath the lake.  This 
story has been passed down form one 
generation to another, but how did they 
end up over 200 miles from Devils 
Lake? From their first steps on ‘the earth 
surface,’ the Hidatsa tribe has faced 
one tragedy after another, forcing them 
to leave their ‘homes’ in order to keep 
their memories alive and preserver their 
culture. Unfortunately do to unforeseen 
circumstances, they are near extinction!  



Hidatsa tribe 



Hidatsa tribe 

Cultural preservation is KEY in trying to keep this minority culture alive.  According to the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, there are about 30 full-blood Hidatsa who are members of the 
Affiliated Three Tribes.  Most Hidatsa people also have ancestry also of the Mandan and 
Arikara tribes.  Factors such as the melting pot trends, entertainment, modernization, 
education, relocation, work, health, and family issues are causing identity crises of a 
culture. This culture faces many challenges and are struggling to keep their culture 
alive.  



Hidatsa tribe 
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Hidatsa tribe 



site 

North Dakota  



site 



process work  
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figure ground 



site plan  



floor plans  
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wall detail  



materials  



materials  



elevations  
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the end  

Special thanks to thesis advisor Cindy Urness 
 
Questions???  
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