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OVERVIEW 
 

Donor:  Richard and Lilli (Flato) Henricksen 
 
Accession Date:  March 2010 
 
Collection Number:  073 
 
Quantity: 3 folders  
 
Summary:  33 copied photographs of the Walter Emil Flato family, dating from 1907 to 
2008; a letter to the editor written by Walter Flato; and a memorial card and obituary for 
Walter Flato from 2008.  
 
Languages:  English 
  
Links:   

- Walter Emil Flato Family Photographs 
- Walter Emil Flato biography 

 
Access Restrictions:  Open to the public, available upon request. Copyrights to items in this 
collection remain with original copyright holders or are in the public domain. 
  
Citation:  Walter Emil Flato Collection, 073, Germans from Russia Heritage Collection, 
NDSU Libraries, Fargo, ND. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
Walter Emil Flato was born on November 22, 1916 in Bessarabia. He was the youngest child 
born to Daniel and Wilhelmine Flato. From 1938 to 1940, Walter was drafted and served in the 
Romanian army. On February 26, 1941, Walter married Irma Leischner, and the couple had 
seven children: Erich, Willi, Lilli, Egon, Wilfred, Linda, and Rose. In 1942, Walter was drafted 
into the German army. He served throughout World War II, being discharged in 1945, and was 
wound several times. In 1952, the Flato family immigrated to the United States, eventually 

http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/research/special-collections/index2.htm
http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/
http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/history_culture/photo/flato.html
http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/history_culture/oral/samples/flato.html
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settling in California. Walter and Irma’s two oldest sons, Erich and Willi, were both killed in a 
motorcycle accident in 1960. Irma (Leischner) Flato died on May 5, 1988. Walter E. Flato died 
on March 19, 2008, at the age of ninety-one.  
 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
The Walter Emil Flato Collection consists of thirty-three copied photographs of the Walter 
Emil Flato family, dating from 1907 to 2008; a letter to the editor written by Walter Flato; and a 
memorial card and obituary for Walter Flato. The collection has been organized into two series: 
Walter Flato and Photograph.  
 
The Walter Flato Series contains three items relating to Walter Flato. The memorial card and 
the obituary date to 2008. The letter to the editor was written by Walter Flato. It is a copy and is 
from an unidentified publication. Walter writes about his thoughts and background on bilingual 
education. The year 1986 is handwritten at the end of the article. 
 
The Photograph Series is comprised of thirty-three copied photographs of Walter Flato and his 
family spanning the many years of his life. The images were taken in Europe and in the United 
States.  
 
 
BOX AND FOLDER LIST 
 
2010 Small Collections Box 
 
Collection/Folder  Contents 
 
2010.32/1   Finding aid, detailed inventory, and initial inventory  
 
 
    WALTER FLATO SERIES  
  
2010.32/2  Letter to the Editor, 1986 – “Didn’t need aid” 
 
2010.32/2  Walter Flato memorial card, 2008 
 
2010.32/2  Walter Flato obituary, 2008 
 
 
2010.32/3  PHOTOGRAPH SERIES 
 
  2010.32.01 Daniel and Wilhelmine Flato family, 1907 
 
  2010.32.02 Walter Flato and a friend in Rumanian Army  

   uniforms, circa 1938-1940 
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  2010.32.03 Walter Flato with two army buddies, 1940 
 
  2010.32.04 Wedding portrait of Walter and Irma Flato, 1941 
 
  2010.32.05 Walter Flato standing next to a horse, 1942 
 
  2010.32.06 Portrait of Walter and Irma Flato, 1942 
 
  2010.32.07 Walter Flato, Edward Stutz, and an unidentified  

   man in German Army uniforms, circa 1943-1945 
 
  2010.32.08 Portrait of Walter Flato, 1944 
 
  2010.32.09 Image of a military hospital in Meran, Austria 
 
  2010.32.10 Walter and Irma Flato family, 1950 
 
  2010.32.11 Image of a ship 
 
  2010.32.12 Snapshot of the Walter and Irma Flato family, circa  

   1952 
 
  2010.32.13 Snapshot of the Walter and Irma Flato family, 1955 
 
  2010.32.14 Snapshot of the Walter and Irma Flato family in  

   Rendsburg, Germany; circa 1951 
 
  2010.32.15 Snapshot of the Walter and Irma Flato family, 1952 
 
  2010.32.16 Gravestone of Wilhelmina Isaar (1875-1964) 
 
  2010.32.17 Walter Flato standing next to a car, 1955 
 
  2010.32.18 Portrait of Willi Flato 
 
  2010.32.19 Walter and Irma Flato family, 1960 
 
  2010.32.20 Snapshot of the Walter and Irma Flato family, 1960 
 
  2010.32.21 Portrait of Erich Flato 
 
  2010.32.22 Portrait of Wilhelmine (Flato) Isaak, 1963 
 
  2010.32.23 Walter Flato, Irma Flato, and Emilie Leischner  

   (Irma’s mother) on a fishing trip; 1970 
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  2010.32.24 Walter Flato and his sister Wilhelmine Bantel, 1984 
 
  2010.32.25 Neighbor’s house of Walter Flato in Kulm,   

   Bessarabia, 1989 
 
  2010.32.26 Snapshot of Daniel Flato and Walter Flato, 1990 
 
  2010.32.27 Snapshot of the Flato siblings: Lydia, Wilhelmine,  

   Daniel, and Walter; 1990 
 
  2010.32.28 Walter Flato family, 2002 
 
 
  2010.32.29 Walter Flato, Linda (Flato) Knowles, Lilli (Flato)  

   Henricksen, and Amanda Knowles; 1995 
 
  2010.32.30 Portrait of Walter Flato in Rendsburg, Germany 
 
  2010.32.31 Portrait of Walter Flato 
 
  2010.32.32 Snapshot of Walter Flato, 2007 
 
  2010.32.33 Children of Walter Flato: Linda, Rose, Egon,  

   Wilfred, and Lilli; 2008 
 


