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Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the Institute. 

 

Provenance:  Donated by Father Robert W. Hovda, 1960 and 1965. 

 

Property rights:  The Institute for Regional Studies owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  The Institute does not own the copyrights. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Robert Hovda Papers, MS 154, Institute for Regional Studies, 

North Dakota State University, Fargo. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Robert Walker Hovda was born in Clear Lake, Wisconsin, on April 10, 1920, the son of Leslie Raymond 

and Helma Regina (Lohn) Hovda. Robert attended Hamlin University at St. Paul, Minnesota, from 1938 

to 1941, and graduated from St. John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota, in 1945. From 1945 to 1949, 

Robert was a seminarian at St. John's Seminary and was ordained a Roman Catholic Priest in 1949. Father 

Hovda served as Associate Pastor at St. Mary's Cathedral in Fargo, North Dakota, from 1949 to 1954, 

later becoming a parish priest at St. John's Church at Berlin, North Dakota, where he served until 1959. In 

1959, Father Hovda became instructor of theology at Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C. 

While there, Father Hovda completed advanced studies and was awarded the Degree Licentiate in Sacred 

Theology. From 1963 to 1965, Father served as Chaplain of St. Paul's Student Center at North Dakota 
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State University. Father Hovda later became a member of the Board of Directors of the National Catholic 

Liturgical Conference in 1963, and in 1965, was named the editor-in-charge of publications. 

 

During World War II, Father Hovda was a conscientious objector serving in the Civilian Public Service 

Camp. He has been active with groups sponsoring social justice and is now a member of the American 

Civil Liberties Union, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored people and the Congress 

of Racial Equality. Father Hovda is also a versatile religious speaker and the author of many books, 

including Sunday Morning Crisis: Renewal in Catholic Worship; Jesus Christ Reforms His Church; 

There's No Place Like People: Planning Small Group Liturgies; and Dry Bones: Living Worship Guides 

to Good Liturgy. He has also contributed essays and book reviews to religious and educational 

periodicals, and since 1963, has been editor of Liturgy. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

The Hovda collection consists of extensive correspondence and subject files. The correspondence covers 

from 1936 to 1959 and is arranged in three parts following Father Hovda's original order: Chronological, 

individuals, and speaking engagements. 

 

The Correspondence Series, arranged chronologically, is the largest and consists almost exclusively of 

incoming correspondence from 1940 to 1959. The file is very complete covering all aspects of Father 

Hovda's personal and professional life. The Individual's correspondence files are arranged alphabetically 

and chronologically therein and again, consist mostly of incoming letters. 

 

The Speaking engagements correspondence file is arranged chronologically and also contains some 

programs, brochures and newspaper clippings relating to speeches given by Father Hovda. 

 

The Subject Files are arranged alphabetically and cover a variety of topics. The files include some of 

Father Hovda's sermons, masses, novenas, and articles written by him. They also include materials 

concerning his involvement in politics and labor problems; specifically, the Northern Transit Bus Strike 

and the laundry strike in Fargo, North Dakota. 

 

 

BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

Box/Folder  Content 

 

1/1   Biographical material and inventory 

 

   Correspondence Series 

 

1/2   1940  

1/3       1941  

1/4       1942  
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1/5       1943, January - June  

1/6       1943, July - December  

1/7       1944  

1/8       1945  

1/9       1946  

1/10       1947  

1/11       1948  

1/12       1949  

2/1       1950  

2/2       1951 - 1952  

2/3       1953  

2/4       1954  

2/5       1955  

2/6       1956  

2/7       1957  

2/8       1958, January - July  

2/9       1958, August - December  

2/10       1959  

2/11       Undated  

2/12       Don Amussen, 1954 - 1956  

2/13       Anglicana, 1939 - 1943  

2/14       Jim Barden, 1943 - 1958  

2/15       Bob Brotherton, 1945 - 1953  

2/16       Harry & Marge Butler, 1936 - 1949  

3/1       Gerald Compton, 1945 - 1957   

3/2      Diocesan (Fargo), 1944 - 1959  

3/3       Jerry & Ronnie Fewel, 1953 - 1956  

3/4       Charlie Fogarty, 1950 - 1955  

3/5       Ruth Forberg, 1941 - 1943  

3/6       Peter Grady, 1953 - 1959  

3/7       Sister Helen Angela, 1946 - 1954  

3/8       Russ & Irene Johnson, 1941 - 1951  

3/9       Alten Kelly, 1949 - 1957  

3/10       Al Knight, 1957  

3/11       Ed Levin, 1943 - 1944, 1949  

3/12       Bob Ludlow, 1946 - 1950  

3/13       John & Rosemary Marshall, 1943 - 1953, 1959 

3/14       Elliot & Eleanor Marston, 1942 - 1943, 1949 

3/15       Bill Martineau, 1948 - 1950 

3/16       Phil Meighan, 1942 - 1949, 1955 - 1957 

3/17       A. J. Muste, 1944 - 1947 

3/18       Dennis & Kaye Nyberg, 1940 - 1950, 1956 

3/19       Buzz & Mary Oberg, 1941 - 1950 

3/20       John Osterrider, 1951 - 1952, 1956 
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3/21       Cort Peterson, 1940 - 1946 

3/22       Bob & Nancy Rambusch, 1952 - 1947 

3/23       Tom Reardon, 1947 - 1949 

3/24       Leonard & Rose Sackett, 1952 - 1955 

3/25       John Saindon, 1945 - 1958 

4/1       Carolyn Schmidt, 1944 - 1950 

4/2       Frederich Schuchard, 1956 - 1958 

4/3       Jim Schumacher, 1951 - 1957 

4/4       Brother Sebastion, O.S.B., 1953 - 1957 

4/5       George Sinner, 1949 - 1954 

4/6       Dick Sipe, 1950 

4/7       Howard Sorenson (Boniface, O.S.B.), 1946 1958 

4/8       Bill Strube, 1943 - 1955 

4/9       Russ & Millie Thorson, 1945 - 1953 

4/10       H. T. Victoreen, 1943 - 1945 

4/11       Hal Winchester, 1948 - 1959 

4/12       Norbert Zeimes, 1943 - 1952 

4/13       Dick Zumwinkle, 1942 - 1958 

4/14       Speaking engagements, 1951 - 1954 

4/15       Speaking engagements, 1955 - 1956 

4/16       Speaking engagements, 1957 - 1958 

 

   Subject Files Series 

 

5/1   Academic tenure and freedom, NDAC, 1955 - 1957 

5/2   Baccalaureate and commencement speeches, 1953 -1955 

5/3   "Cathedral Chimes", St. Mary's Cathedral, argo, North Dakota, September 11,  

    1949 - April 13, 1952 

5/4      Essays - Rev. Hovda 

5/5       Essays 

5/6       Fargo Laundry Strike, 1952 

5/7       Jamestown, North Dakota Youth Retreat, March 1957 

5/8       Labor and labor laws 

5/9       Masses and KSJB radio talk, 1951 - 1954 

5/10       Novenas, 1950 

5/11       Priest conference, Spence, Massachusetts, 1965 

5/12       Publications - Rev. Hovda 

5/13       Publications 

5/14       Religious inquiry class notes 

5/15       Sermon, speech, catechism notes, 1950 - 1958 

5/16       Newspaper clippings - Fargo Laundry strike, 1952 

5/17       Newspaper clippings - Rev. Hovda 

5/18       Newspaper clippings - Northern Transit Bus strike, Fargo, North Dakota, 1953 
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