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OVERVIEW 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the NDSU Archives. 

 

Provenance:  Unknown 

 

Property rights:  The NDSU Archives owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection is held by the NDSU Archives. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Edward Bjornholt Diary (SC 104), NDSU Archives, North 

Dakota State University, Fargo. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Edvardt Gustafsen Bjornholdt was born in 1878 in Hadeland, Norway, but grew up near Oslo on the 

Hakloa farm. He immigrated to America in 1903 with two cousins, coming to Montevideo, Minnesota. 

He worked on a local farm until the fall of 1904 when he homesteaded in McLean County, N.D. west of 

Garrison, N.D. In November 1907 he married Rachel K. Hanson. They farmed in the area. He changed 

his name after coming to America to Edward (sometimes Edvart) Bjornholt. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

Photocopies of the original diary of Edward Bjornholt together with an English translation. Diary begins 

with his departure for America in April 1903, coming to Montevideo, Minnesota where he worked for an 

Erik Molstad. The entries are usually short, telling what he did each day or where he was. The diary 

continues with his move to McLean County near the Emmet, N.D. post office. The entries document his 

establishing a homestead farm, interaction with neighbors, social events. Names of others are given in 

diary. The diary concludes on the day of his marriage to Rachel K. Hanson, November 4, 1907. 
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with his departure for America in April 1903, coming to Montevideo, Minnesota where he worked for an 

Erik Molstad. The entries are usually short, telling what he did each day or where he was. The diary 

continues with his move to McLean County near the Emmet, N.D. post office. The entries document his 

establishing a homestead farm, interaction with neighbors, social events. Names of others are given in 

diary. The diary concludes on the day of his marriage to Rachel K. Hanson, November 4, 1907. 
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