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OVERVIEW 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the NDSU Archives. 

 

Provenance:  Donated by William Sylvester in 1955 (Acc. 517). 

 

Property rights:  The NDSU Archives owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection is held by the NDSU Archives. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Records (SC 517), William Sylvester Interview, NDSU 

Archives, North Dakota State University, Fargo. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Born near Toronto, Canada, son of Richard and Mary (Kirk) Sylvester. Family homesteaded near 

Humboldt, Minn. in 1882. He farmed in the Humboldt area until 1917, bought the Anderson and Florance 

implement business at Humboldt, and was a house painter. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://library.ndsu.edu/archives/collections-institute/manuscripts/finding-aids/
http://library.ndsu.edu/archives


 Records  Page 2 of 2 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

Letter, and typed summary of interview (3 leaves) with Leonard Sackett concerning Humboldt Farm, 

owned by James J. Hill. Includes mention of Humboldt Farm's managers, a man named Valentine and a 

man named Donaldson, and of Donaldson's marriage to Belle Ferguson, a local school teacher. 
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