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STATEMENT OF INTENT
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THESS ABSTRACT

The project wil venture to the Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation located in western
South Dakota. The reservation is home
to arich culture of Lakota Sioux Native
Americans that, unfortunately, are living
in one of the most impoverished areas
in the country. Many are without proper
housing and livelihood necessities and
many struggle with ilness and addiction.
The areas that these people inhabit
lack any sense of a community; there
are no pathways or parks, no meeting
areas or sports fields. There is no
reason for them to feel like living in a
thriving community whist living in such
a disadvantaged state. By addressing
the disconnect and poverty issues
on the reservation and by specifically
focusing on small township and housing
revitalization and providing better public
amenities such as parks, pathways,
and common areas, life and sense of
oride of place can be brought back to
its inhabitants as wel.
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PROBLEM STATEMENT

How might better living conditions and resident safety be promoted through
imoroving Pine Ridge Indian Reservation housing and incorporating public gathering
spaces? (ie. parks, sports fields, community plazas, etc.)

[ts hypothesized that by improving housing conditions and incorporating gathering,
activity, and ceremonial spaces, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation can thrive culturally
as a working, connected community rather than an unsafe, disconnected housing
area,
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PROJ=CT TYPOLOGY

The topic of research will be addressing
the disconnect and poverty issues on
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in
western South Dakota, with a focus on
small township revitalization of housing
and providing better public amenities
such as parks, pathways, and common
areas.

The problem is that the lack of public
spaces and urban planning in the Pine
Ridge Indian Reservation communities
is affecting the residents’ health, safety,
and ability for economic advancement,
How might better living conditions
and resident safety be promoted
through improving Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation housing and incorporating
oublic gathering spaces? (ie. parks,
sports fields, community plazas, etc)

Its hypothesized that by improving
housing conditions and incorporating
gathering, activity and ceremonial
spaces, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
can thrive culturally as a working,
connected community rather than an
unsafe, disconnected housing area.
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THESS PROPOSAL
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NARRATIVE

Thereis a place inthe United States that
is the most impoverished area in the
nation. IFasked, not many people would
be able to tel you where this is located,
Spanning  approximately 2,700,000
acres across the southwest comer of
South Dakota is the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation, home to the nation's most
demoralized and forgotten people
(Schwartz, 2006). This reservation is
home to more than 40,000 Lakota
Sioux people, with that number at a
constant increase. Over 35% of the
residents are under the age of 18. Pine
Ridge is the second-largest Native
American Reservation in the country, it
Is divided into 8 districts: Eagle Nest,
Pass Creek, Wakoamni, LaCreek,
Pine Ridge, White Clay, Medicine Roat,
Porcupine, and Wounded Knee. The
average annual income for reservation
memobers is $2,600.00 to $3,500.00
and the unemployment rate is 8G-
85%, puting 97% below Federal
poverty levels and into a third-world
country category (Schwartz, 2006).
Life expectancy is low (48 years for
men and 52 years for women) and
suicide and infant mortality rates are
nearly 200% higher than the U.S.
National average. More than half the
reservation's aduits battle alcoholism,
diabetes, heart disease, and cancer.
These poor health conditions are due
to improper nutrition and overcrowded,
dilapidated housing conditions.

Most of the homes on the reservation
are small BA (Bureau of Indian Affairs)
houses bullt between 1970 and 1979
or low-value mobile homes. Thereis an
estimated average of 17 people IMNg in
each family home; some larger homes
contain up to 30 occupants. The Trioal
Council estimates a need for at least
4,000 new homes in order to combat
the homeless situation. Over 33%
of the houses lack basic water and
sewage systems as well as electricity.
Around 60% of homes in Pine Ridge
need to be bumed to the ground and
replaced with new housing due to
black mold infestation. Approximately
Q0% of these homes are located in
rural and isclated areas lacking any
elements that would make it a thriving
community (i.e. parks, playgrounds,
pathways, sports  flelds,  common
areas, etc.) There are no banks, movie
theaters, or liobraries. There are also
no forms of public transportation and
very few own an operable automaobile.
Predominate forms of transportation
are walking or hitchhiking (Schwartz,
2006). Al of these statistics lead to
ask: How might better Iiving conditions
and resident safety be promoted
through improving Pine Ridoe Indian
Reservation housing and incorporating
oublic gathering spaces?

This project holds personal interest
to me as a designer because | grew
uo in South Dakota and spent many
summers on Pine Ridge working on
senvice projects. | was drawn here for
this thesis project because | felt that it
IS an area in extreme need and often
forgotten,
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USER/CLENT DESCRPTION

This design caters to the community
members of Oglala, South Dakota.

CHILDREN

50% of the community is under age 18
SO it was important to desion for the
children of the area.

COMMUNITY MEMBERS
The young adult, adult, and elderly
members of the community.

POW WOW ATTENDEES

Pow Wow attendees, Pow Wow
vendors, and the occasional visitor/
tourist.

t's important to desion for the entire
population because the space being
addressed is therr everyday Iving
surroundings.

CLIENTS

The clients for this project are the tribal
government of Pine Ridoe Reservation/
the US governement and the town of
Oglala.
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MAJOR PROJECT ELEMENTS

The elements within this project's
development all focus on the creation
of a centralized community and cultural
space. With that as the theme of the
oroject, there are many other elements
that support it.

COHOUSING

Cohousing plays a major role in
the development of Oglala as it
provides residents with a  coesive
community atmosphere that promotes
togethemess.  Elements  Iying  within
the cohousing are shared park and
gardening spaces.

PLAZA + POW WOW RNG

The community plaza space and
POW WOW ring provide a centralized
gathering area for the residents. The
Pow Wow ring plays a key role in the
community as cutural activities and
traditions are important to this area.

ACTMTY CALENDAR

Providng  activities  year round for
the residents would bring another
level of community involverment and
cohesiveness.
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OGLALA, SD SITE NFORMATION

SOUTH DAKOTA

The project site is located in Southwestermn
South Dakota in Shannon, Jackson,
Bennett and Sheridan counties. It's
3,468.86 square miles (2 milion acres).
Pine Ridge Reservation is one of nine
reservations in South Dakota,

Oglala lies in the Southwestern part of the
Pine Ridge Reservation. Its 14 miles north of
Pine Ridge city and 20 miles from the site of
the Wounded Knee Massacre.

Oglala lies along Highway 18 just north of
Oglala Lake.




PROJECT EMPHASIS

The primary goal behind this projectis to
Create a cohesive, thriving community
that enhances the health and wel-
being of it's residents. There will be
a strong focus on cultural elements
such as Oglala's biannual Pow Wow
and other Sioux traditions. Enhancing
the IMng conditions of the residents
by Incorporating a cohousing system
and redefined residential planning wil
also strive 1o revitalize and renew this
community.

With those elements in mind, the
first step wil be creating a centralized
gathering space focused around the
traditional Pow Wow ring. Creating this
space to accomodate the resident’s
year round and also the vendors and
visitors coming for the biannual Pow
Wow wil be extremely important.
The plaza space wil be central i
the design of the cohousing that wil
focus radially around it. Cohousing wil
dlow the resident's to live in a more
cohesive way, closer to their traditional
IVing situations, and shared park and
gardening spaces will create a sense
of community.

Because this project seeks to create
a cultural and cohesive place for the
residents, emphasis will be placed on
the cuttural and communal aspects
of a centralized plaza space and
cohousing.  While this project  will
serve mainly the local residents and
the biannual Pow Wow tourists, it wil
hopefully be a catalyst for more positive
development in the Pine Ridge area.
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A PLAN FOR PROCEEDING.

Although much information is available
for the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
statistically, it's lacking in information on
the elements that are degrading the
resident’s safety and components that
create a good quality of life, In order
to obtain information regarding these
outcomes, certain  experiments il
have to be conducted. The proposed
methodology involved is advantageous
to this project specificaly because
dternative  research  methods  have
not touched on creating community
through common places and how
this would improve the livelihood of the
residents. The following information
wil need to be aqathered: number
of residents, occupied houses, size
(area) of Oglala, SD, existing roadways,
number of adults, number of children,
crimes committed, and population
density. Other data that wil be helpful
will be history of the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation and the Lakota Sioux tribe.
History of their rituals, ceremonies,
religious beliefs, family beliefs, and
traditional way of Iving will be collected
and analyzed in order to integrate an
appropriate design fitting to the people
and cutture of the Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation. Another helpful piece of
iNnformation would be conducting a
survey or monitoring activity on site to
see what types of day to day activities
take place (i.e. sporting events, and
the flow of foot traffic). There could be
some limitation in the ability to efficiently
collect all data (goove) needed.

Al information may not be readiy
availlable to collect, and in order to
iNnvolve human subjects in research;
approval from the Institutional Review
Board would be needed. However,
this information is crucial in creating a
successful design, and will be needed
to move forward with the design
process. Once the information is
collected, it wil need to be analyzed;
sorting through the statistics and
creating appropriate  graphics  and
maps to display the results wil do
this. The information wil then be used
to  implement appropriate  design
solutions for the current problems. The
site is located in Western South Dakota
in the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation,
specifically the Oglala Township. The
area of the site is roughly 13.4 square
miles.
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RESEARCH RESULTS + GOALS

The lack of acceptable iving conditions
and public amentties are affecting the
safety and Ivelihood of Pine Ridge
Indian  Reservation residents.  This
iImpoverished section of reservation in
western South Dakota is amongst the
poorest in the nation. The crime rates
are high, along with addiction and
disease, and any type of community
for reservation residents to cal their
home' is inexistent. There are no parks
or playgrounds, pathways or gathering
spaces. Homes are in disaray
amongst  the countryside  causing
unsafe and unused areas for children
and adults alike. It is hypothesized that
by Improving housing conditions and
incorporating  gathering  and — activity
spaces, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
can thrive cuturaly as a working,
connected community rather than
an unsafe, disconnected housing
area, The folowing seven lterature
reviews attempt to  demonstrate
and make relevant the hypothesis.
In an article by Anas (2008), a group
of architecture students from CU
Boulder designed and bult a series of
sustainable homes for an area of the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. The
group had researched extensively the
conditions of the housing arrangements
on the reservation and designed a
cost-effective  sustainable  prototype.
The students were wel researched
in their desion fleld and were guided
by wel-informed  professors.  They
collaborated with a group of people
natve to the reservation and
addressed thelr  housing  needs.

Housing is one of the most important
things to consider when redesioning
a community on the reservation. The
diapidated and un-livable housing
IS causing the residents health and
safety problems along with poor layout
disconnecting their community. Since
the landscape architecture of the area
is what will be mainly adoressed in the
project, it's important to have a pre-
designed housing prototype that meets
sustainablity and health standards
along with supporting the hypothesis of
this project proposal. By incorporating
the ideas of the CU Boulder students,
and their sustainable reservation home
orototype, the hypothesis is reinforced
and can begin to take shape. In a
case study by Most and Lee (2012),
the designers created an informative
portfolio of the conditions and statistics
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.
Their goal was to assist the tribal
leadership with informing and providing
reservation statistics, information, and
needs for groups that were interested
in providing assistance. Most and Lee
worked hard in collaborating with the
tribal officials on their needs and took
many photographs that documented
the people, culture, and terrain. They
aso  organized much  information
from sources such as books, tribal
documents, Census Bureau and
other govermmental reports, and the
Odglala Lakota College archives. The
information provided by this case study
wil help retain evidence regarding the
reliefefforts that have beenimplemented
on the reservation and regards efforts
that have succeeded and falled and
how to buld from those projects.

continued on page 13..
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In a proect by photojounalist
Huey (2012), documentation was
created to portray the lives of the
Pne Ridge Reservation members
through photographs and  personal
storyteling. It's an ongoing project,
as people on the reservation can
suomit their stories to the author and
hell contnue the project. He has
compiled over 100 personal stories,
photos, and information of the people
of Pne Ridge Indian Reservation.
The personal stories and photographs
depict everyday life in the culture and
leads to what improvements can
be made for the betterment of the
reservation. It is important to leam the
socio-cultural aspects of the people
Iving on the Pine Ridge Reservation
in order to know stories and personal
need information of the people that
experience reservation IMng  dally.
In an article by Schwartz (2006), a
statistical analysis and information of
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation is
compilled. It provides demaographic and
employment information, as well as, life
expectancies and health condtions,
health care, education, housing
Issues, transportation, and dally life on
the reservation. When conducting a
oroject that could affect people’s lives
positively or negatively, it's important
to know the accurate statistical
information of the demographic in order
to know what needs to be improved.
Through Schwartz's research,
conclusions can be made about what
areas of the reservation are most
negatively affected, and the remedies
in landscape architecture and urban
designthatwilneedto beimplemented.

Pne Ridge Indian  Reservation
township  neighborhoods  are most
commonly characterized by their poor
layout, often a division by a major road
or highway with speed lmits 55 miles
oer hour or faster, and, of course, lack
of any community or public space.
Many homes have recreations of
religious ceremonial spaces in front
of or behind them because of a lack
of designated space for the residents
to perform their ceremonies as a
community. In a project conducted by
the National Center for Craftsmanship
(NCC) (2012), the Center collaborated
with the Lakota Sioux people of Pine
Ridge to foster cutura awareness
and buld community through the
restoration of a traditional Lakota
ceremony  grounds  and  facility.
The NCC assisted in delvering a
orogram  for  design,  construction,
and vocational skils training for this
project. It provided an opportunity for
training and development of Lakota
youth and adults in deconstruction,
green bulding, team problem soving,
leadership, and other vocational skils.
One of the most important things to
the Lakota Sioux people is family and
culture. Reinforcing and  displaying
ther  cutue  through  tradtional
ceremony grounds is important in a
new community design. It's a tradition
the Lakota Sioux Native Americans
hold in high esteem and it should be
recognized within - their - community.

continued on page 14..
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In a recovery project done by Vilage
Earth (2012), work was done to
support the grassroots organizations
on Pine Ridge Indan Reservation
that are working to reclam and
consolidate tribal lands and access
the resources needed for the Lakota
Sioux people to live on, protect, and
utiize, heloing to retum the balance
between economy, ecology, and
culture. This group has also worked on
restoring the native buffalo population
to the lands through the Adopt-a-
Buffalo project. In a project conducted
oy the Odglala-Lakota Cuttural and
Economic Revitalization Initiative and
Permacuture Guild (Brennan, 2010),
a series of projects 1o create resliency
and self-suficiency were conducted
on the reservation using permaculture
desion and indigenous tradition. The
program taught reservation students
about range management, straw bale
bulldng, food forests and kitchen
gardens, water catchment, greywater,
wind power, and high efficiency
stoves. Through educatng and
informing members and residents of
the reservation about these practices,
and reinstituting traditional Lakota Sioux
practices, inhabitants of the reservation
wil begin 1o develop sustainable
practices for the betterment of their
Ivelihood and the life of the community
andreservation. As seen through these
lterature reviews, action has been
taken through projects and studies
to try and remedy the issues found
on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

Through statisticalanalysis and personal
stories and images, conclusions can
start to be made about the needs of
the people Iving on the reservation. It's
Clear that no apparent research has
been made between the relationship
of communty design and the
Iivellhood of the reservation residents.
How might better Iving condtions
and resident safety be promoted
through improving Pine Ridge Indian
Reservation housing and incorporating
oublic gathering spaces? (i.e. parks,
sports fields, community plazas, etc.)
it's hypothesized that by improving
housing conditions and incorporating
gathering, actimvity, and ceremonial
spaces, Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
can thrive cuturaly as a working,
connected community rather than an
unsafe, disconnected housing area.
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THESS GOALS

Ol

02

03

Imerove time management skills and leamn to sel-motivate
myself through an entire project from start to finish,

Create understandable presentation graphics that
accurately portray the feeling of the space created,

Imorove my ‘writing for a design’ skill palette.
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SITE NVENTORY + ANALY SIS

OGLALA LAKOTA SIOUX HSTORY

one of 7 sUotrbes of the Lakota, dong with the Nakota & Dakota to make up the Great Sioux Nation
OGLALA 'to scatter one's own’

@ 3,000 members in the OGLALA Sioux tribe

e¥e) Bond together with 3 other Sloux tribes to form
oy he Sioux Alliance

ol Ot Laramie Treaty
quarantees ownership of the Black Hils
to the Lakota Sioux people

@ (Gold is discovered in the Black Hils

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation Established

Wounoed Knee Massacre

Atterpted to become their own nation

Awarded $122 milion settiernent in compensation
)y o the Black Hills, woulon't accept the money

©00¢

Atternpted to withdraw from all treaties
with the United States Govemment (gppx. 30)



PINE RDGE RESERVATION STATISTICS
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PEDESTRIAN CRCULATION
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5 minute walk
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CONCEPTUAL WORK
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1acre lot layouts
12 homes per acre
shared backyard

2



CEREMONAL + CULTURAL SFACE

OOW WOWS, QatNenngs

powwaw - “spirntual leacer”

lasting 1 day to 1 week
dance competition honorng Native American hentage

L FMENTS OF A POW WOW.




POW WOW RING + VENDORS

A traditiona pow wow is not only a place for ceremonial 0ancing, but
also a place for crafters to sell their fares. Booths are typically set up
around a pow Wow ing. The below graphic shows a possitle set-up.

o 2 e | ; @ O WOW ENTRANCE
| ¥ @ ~ooo\EooRs
M @ 00 o o0s

B @ CrFTVENDORS (24)
B @ c=rveoors (2
B @ CraTVENDORS (24)
N @ -0 \OowDRUM

conceptual work 28



CAMPGROUND

A campground would provide accomaodations for pow Wow go-ers,
The campground could accomaodate RV, tents, and tegpee rentals

Would be availeble.

12'x 40 gravel RV parking .
campste sionage .
12'x 20 gravel car parking .

tenting sites .

tee pee rental sites .
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PATHWAY SYSTEMS

PEDESTRIAN CRCULATION = 10668 ft.




CONCEPTUAL MASTERFLAN

ONO1 MASTERPLANNNG

WOW GROUNDS 6 SOCCERFELD

7 HOUSNG 2

8 COMMUNITY GARDENS
Y 2 BASKETBALL COURTS
10 2 BASKETBALL COURTS
PATHWAY SYSTEM

eeeeeeeeee

Image USDA Farm Service Agency

N 02 MASTERPLANNNG

WOW GROUNDS 6 SOCCERFHED

7 HOUSNG 2

8 COMMUNITY GARDENS
9 2 BASKETBALL COURTS
AYGROUND 10 2 BASKETBALL COURTS
PATHWAY SYSTEM

Image UsDJ
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FINAL DESIGN SOLUTION

01 COHOUSING
02 CENTRAUZED COMMUNITY + CEREMONAL SPACE
03 ACTMITY SPACE + COMMUNTY PROGRAMMNG

The god of implementing these 3 key elements is 1o make a place that

is personal to the culture and needs of the Lakota tribe, and in retum,
mental and physical health conaitions wil improve dong with giving Odalas
residents a better sense of community and pride of place.
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OGLALA MASTERPLAN

This design is centered around community and promaoting togethemess. The Lakota culture is rich with family ties
and helping one another out, thats why it was important to create spaces that alowed people to gather together,
The nucleus of this desion is the plaza space thats situated in the middie of the residential houses. All paths lead
to this space. This area alows for leisurely gatherings and also the biannual Pow \Wow that occurs in Oglala. The
Olaza also has a chidren’s space with playground and fountains. The area is equipped for the hundreds of visttors
that come to view the Pow Wow and the vendors that also attend,

Another important part of masterplanning Oglala was creating housing that alowed famlies to easly interact with
one another. Family is extremely important here, and often times homes are multigenerational, By implementing a
cohousing system of duglexes situated around neighborhood garden and park space, family members are adle
to interact with one another with ease and Iiving situations can be improved

elements of design

nal design solution 28



what is COHOUSING?

COHOUSING is coleborative housing in which the residents @ctively-particioate
in the Besign and operation of ther own neighborhoods. s Ereated for
multigenerational famiies with lots of open and shared spaces.

In Odlela, cohousing was incorporated throuch the implementation of duplexes.
The duplexes are dligned around a neightbornood garden and park space.
This space Is dedicated to the residents of that particular neighborhood and
promotes community and pubic spaces. & "

)

-

g A v
!@1 T@éﬂsa‘ duplex@%




- COHOUSING GARDENS + PARK

Each interior green space between the cohousing duplexes
orovides an intimate place for residents of that neighborhood.

ISala Vs N alaTals
Ots and 'yard' space

he space provides garcen p

GARDEN PLANTINGS

SUPPORT POSTS
RECYCLED WOOD PLANTERS



PLAZA + CU_TURAL SPACE

The plaza space is the nucleus of the design. It provides meeting grounds and
amenities for the residents, and also a space for the traditional Pow \Wow.

FLAZA DESIGN NSPRATION
lakota sioux beadng pattems

CHLERENS PLAYGROUND +
4 ROSNIFANS]

COMMUNTY CENTER

WOUNDED KNEE MEMORIAL




- VWOUNDED KNEE MEMORIAL
N

s an important area to have

N Oglala. Me

2 N«

SANDSTONE PAVERS
2x3

ALUMNUM TREE RNG
victimis names etched

. AMUR MAPLE
Acer gnnala

ALUMNUM TREE RNG
SANDSTONE PLANTER BASE

SANDSTONE PAVERS
PACKED GRAVEL BASE

TREE ROOT SYSTEM
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= PLAZA TREES + SEATING

Nare TN
Dalk

Jdtree 0
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| though the plaza is a mal
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antings are placed througnoLt
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e sedalng al

AMUR MAPLE
Acer gnnda

BLOCK SEATNG
sandstone 2x3x24 ‘

IN-GROUND WHLL LIGHTNG
PACKED GRAVEL BASE

TREEROOT SYSTEM
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- POW WOW RNG

The Pow \Wow ing is one of the most important cultural elements of this
space. s the nucleus of the communtty. In this area, residents can gather
on the green grass in the centter of the 1N, lounge on the steps encircling t,
and most iImportantly, host their biannual Pow \Wow festivities.

SN, The canopy of the Pow Wow ring was inspred
by the patter created on a traditional dream

DREAMCATCHER
Treated cypress

SUPPORT POST
freated cypress

IN-GROUND WELL LIGHTING
SANDSTONE PAVERS

CONCRETE POST SUPPORT

nal design solution 86



CHLDRENS PLAYGROUND + FOUNTANS

Because over half of the pop children, It was important to
INncoroor: aT@ an area for TWQ’W a“ A\“mg WWh the 2 sketoal courts and
d, an area was Crex e@ with a Olaygrouna system md Interactive

~ ()
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:oumta\mb

AT

FLAYGROUND SANDSTONE PAVERS

IN-CROUND WELL INTERACTIVE FOUNTANS

LGHTING




ACTVITY SPACES +

COMMUNTY PROGRAMMNG

JANUARY

CHLDREN'S AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS |

SCHOOL / WINTER

FEBRUARY

CHLDREN'S AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

MARCH

CHLDREN'S AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

APRLL

CHLDREN'S AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
SPRING GARDEN PLANTNG

MAY

SPRING GARDEN PLANTING

CHLDRENS ACTMITES @ REC CENTER

SUMMER

JUNE
GARDENNG
SASKETBALL LEAGUES
SOCCER LEAGUED
CHLDRENS ACTMTES @ REC CENTER
CAVPNG

LAKE ACTMTES

JULY
GARDENNG
CHLDRENS ACTVITES @ REC GENTER

AUGUST

GARDENNG

CHILDRENS ACTIVITIES @ REC CENTER

POW WOW FESTMVITES

SEPTEVMBER

CHLDREN'S AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

SCHOOL / WINTER

OCTOBER

CHILDRENS AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

NOVEVBER

CHLDREN'S AFTER SCHOOL PROCRAMS

DECEMBER

CHLDREN'S AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS

Now that a space is provided, activities can begin to start happening that wil further

community cohesiveness,

PRMARY ACTMTY SPACES

chidrens playground
interactive fountains

soccer field

4 outdoor basketodl courts
neignbornood gardens

COMMUNTY CENTER AVENITES

indoor gathering spaces
indoor basketoal court
larget community kitchen

final design solution 87



DISCUSSION + LMITATIONS

From this research, 'm hoping to
attain enough vital information to better
the living conditions in the Pine Ridge
Indian  Reservation, specificaly  the
Oglala  township. By accumulating
the above information, conclusions
and designs can be made to better
housing conditions, social elements,
and livelhood of the residents.
Housing wil be improved to bLe
sustainable and contain  appropriate
utiiies and be free of black mold.
Number of residents per household
can be reduced to a manageable size
because even housing will be provided
to accommodate the entire population
of the township. Roadways wil be
imoroved and maintained, providing
the needed connective flow for
residents to and from meeting areas,
social gatherings, as well as sporting
and entertainment events.  Pedestrian
sidewaks  wil  be incorporated
throughout the site creating  key
connections between develooments.
Social spaces, such as public meeting
areas for elders to hold discussion and
i0ea sessions with residents, will bring
back valuable history lessons and
traditions of how the Lakota people
accomplished qgoals.  Elements  of
safety wil be included to lower crime
rates, through the use of simple,
oroven, and cost effective means such
as lighting, distinguished pathways,
and buffer zones. Amenities will be
provided for children (i.e. parks, sports
flelds) with proper pathways to reach
them so that the feeling of community
can be felt throughout all generations.

Common cultural grounds  wil be
created for a unified link for all Lakota
Residents to jon together and
celebrate the Lakota Sioux's rich
heritage and traditions. This design
will hopefully contribute to a plan
to rejuvenate the entie Pine Ridoe
Indian Reservation with the Oglala
township being a prototype that the
other Indian nations and reservations
coud follow. It would be a goal that
resident's physical and mental health
and safety could be improved through
creating a connected community
with elements that not only make it a
desirable place to live, but a place to
immerse themselves back into therr
culture and become reconnected with
longstanding traditions. This research
IS Important because it's not only
physically reviving an area that has never
been designed, it is inking a culture,
a unified people, back together and
creating an opportunity for Pine Ridge
residents to live in a healthy, thriving,
deep rooted community.  Since the
Lakota people are extremely protective
over family, personal connections, and
their environment, limitations on the site
visit will be attaining appropriate photos
and information  without  disrupting
and disrespecting the culture and
the lives of the local residents.
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THEIS RESOURCES
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PREVIOUS DESIGN STUDIO EXPERENCE

2ND YEAR STUDIO

FALL SEMESTER 2008

Intro to Landscape Architecture Studio
INSTRUCTOR | Kathleen Pepple

SPRING SEMESTER 2009

Parks and Open Spaces Studio

INSTRUCTORS | Mark Lindauist + Dominic Fischer

8RD YEAR STUDIO

FALL SEMESTER 2009

Environmental Art and Site Design Studio
INSTRUCTOR | Stevie Famulari

SPRNG SEMESTER 2010

Community Design Studio

INSTRUCTOR | Kathleen Pepple + Jay Kost

4TH YEAR STUDIO

FALL SEMESTER 2010

Uroan Design Studio

INSTRUCTOR | Jay Kost + Niki Carlson

SPRING SEMESTER 2011

Ervironmental Remediation and Plant Design Studio
INSTRUCTOR | Stevie Famulari

5TH YEAR STUDIO

FALL SEMESTER 2012
Envitronmental Planning Studio
INSTRUCTOR | Mehran Maoani
SPRING SEMESTER 2013
Design Thesis Studio
INSTRUCTOR | Jay Kost
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be AARON HUEY, photographer

Aaron spent 7 years amongst the Lakota people of Oglala. During

his time there, he documented their stories and took many beautiful
photographs. He's an award winning photographer and has had his
work on the Pine Ridge Reservation featured in National Geographic.
He's a reoccuring speaker at numerous TED talks and is an activist in
the Honor the Treaties’ movement.

I'm thankful for the life his photos brought to this project.



QUNN SACKRETER H

21 8th ST N #3171
Fargo, North Dakota 58102
+1 605 956 0074

quinnheesch@gmail.com

~ ‘/;’»%Ti,r ons, the - ARt~




