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Efficient Public Transit Alternative Travel Density



Why 

- population size

- transportation options

- future growth plan

- gaps in downtown 
  develeopment

Minneapolis ?
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Existing 
Light Rail
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Office

Parking Structure

Parking Lot

Building Uses
535 Residents

648 Residents

190 Residents

113 Residents

23 Residents

42 Residents

Density

Residents Per Block



Vehicle Circulation Bicycle Circulation



Selecting a 
Smaller Site
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Selecting a 
Smaller Site

Proposed site for future design

8.5 Acres

	 - 3.75 acres of designable space
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Site Analysis

vehicle intensity vehicle directions

connections within .25 mile 

bike lanesbuilding interactions

target center

minneapolis public 
library



Existing Site
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low density - single 
use building
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Program Elements
Transportation

- platform design - 
      entering, exiting, ramps

- overhead shelter for platform

- bicycle lanes

- prioritize light rail and pedestrian       `  	
   connections - destinations around site

- vehicle circulation -
     removal of vehicle circulation on site

- reduce parking on ground level

      opportunities underground

Open Space
	
- plaza / linear park through site

- green space - limited park space in 
    downtown, incorporate into site design

- space for informal seating

- amphitheater seating

- performance space for arts and 
       entertainment district

- cultural connection to warehouse 	     	
      district - public art, sculptures, etc.
- vendor space - destination for      
      surrounding workers

- make connections to destinations 
      surrounding site 

Buildings

- maximize residential spaces by 
       promoting density

- face frontages towards light rail 		
       station - sense of enclosure

- private zones for sales or patio seating

- facades to replicate warehouse   
       district history

- mix of building uses on main floor - 	              	
       retail, restaurants, bars, etc

- underground parking where possible

	 - buidling sizes 
		  - 4-7 stories

		  - 7,500 - 9,000 sq. ft.

warehouse district history

downtown culture

light rail corridor

material selection

destinations



Conceptual 
Development



Centralized Focus Prioritize Light Rail

Surrounding Connections Pedestrian Connections

Green Space Overhead Canopy

Create DensityStore Front Interaction 

Final Design Solution
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Legend:
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amphitheater seating in topography

primary pedestrian & light rail intersection

passive open green space

light rail shelter & stop

skyline back drop & warehouse district sign

performance space

informal seating area

patio space

proposed new building

10 green rails
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Centralized Focus Prioritize Light Rail

Light Rail Focus

glass wall - 
enclosure from elements

ada ramp

planting area

glass roof- 
overhead protection
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Light Rail Focus

Centralized Focus Prioritize Light Rail
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PEDESTRIAN ZONEPROPOSED BUILDING

13’ 10’18’ 14’

OPEN GREEN SPACE

13’
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Surrounding Connections Pedestrian Connections

Limestone bricks

Planting area

Hidden up lighting - changing colors

Soil base

Metal mesh 

2” by 2” metal supports for 
mesh to mount on

Performance Space
View of performance space with skyline back drop: 

perspective facing west

Pedestrian Connections
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Evening Glow
View of proposed lighting in the pedestrian circulation areas: 

perspective facing east

Pedestrian Connections

Surrounding Connections Pedestrian Connections
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Green Space Overhead Canopy

Green Spaces

Green Space Seating
View of built in green space seating: 

perspective facing west
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RAMP PLANTER SIDEWALKPEDESTRIAN 
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PROPOSED 
BUILDING

GREEN SPACE 
BUILT IN SEATING
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Green Spaces

Green Space Overhead Canopy

typical path lighting

6” x 6” steel I beam 

two directional light sources 
10.5’

typical bicycle racks

6” x 6” steel I beam 

2’

2.5’

typical bench

6” x 6” steel I beam 

7.5’ x 2’ x 4” finished wood surface 

1.5’
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Infrastructure Infill

residential 

office

retail

underground parking

existing buildings

Create DensityStore Front Interaction 
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Framework

Paving Surface 

Vegetative Spaces

Site Furnishings 

Buildings

N

Conclusion
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Questions - 


