The project “Inspire” is based on the belief that
architecture facilitates better health (along with
inspiration) from innovative spaces. Architecture
makes this connection to the people with design.

Architectural elements of landscape, daylighting,

materiality, form, and others; will be in our hands to

R E F U G E E C E NT E R create an environment for new refugees of help,
healing and hope.

Historically, America was built by immigrants who
laid the foundation for the modern United States. The
primary reasons people immigrated to the U.S. were
to escape persecution, gain equal rights, and have
religious freedom.

Refugees that are coming to the United States today
come for the same reasons. In fact, history shows
that the numbers are increasing, Since 2000, North
Dakota has accepted 3,694 refugees from 34
countries. As of FY 2011, Nepali-Bhutanese make up
the largest proportion of refugees (810).

They are followed closely in numbers by the former
Yugoslavia (761), Somalia (594), Irag (404), and
Sudan (338). On average, the state accepts an
additional 8 asylum seekers each year.

While these numbers appear low when compared
with most other Midwestern states, in 2002 North
Dakota ranked 6th nationally in number of refugees
per capita despite ranking 48th in total population.
Statewide, in 2010 refugees made up 20% of North
Dakota’s entire foreign born population, first in the
Midwest!

For this reason, it's our responsibility as designers to
provide inspirational, yet efficient solutions for these
groups of people to make their adjustment easier.
Fargo as a community can be enhanced by newly
arrived refugees as they will add their touch to make
the community culturally richer.
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How these elements will affect the people who use the | | ] B _l---q T

space is key to healing them through design as it is Sl i 101 s I A

based on the human relationship of nature with spirit.

Several design elements are used as a guideline as the
means to identify the intention of the space. SOUTH ELEVATION

The purpose of this new Refugee Center will provide a
safe place where refugees can begin the healing
process through inspiring design that is welcoming
and inspirational. Addressing the mental issues of
these new people will help eliminate major barriers,
promoting self-sufficiency and providing a change to
start a new life in a new community.
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life and move forward to make their dreams come true
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Second, the design of this building will promote .i%ﬁ%%:&%%a"‘h”’"%.=

communication between local residents and new A R
arrivals. This will help create an easier transition into a . e e e !'
new community for refugees. S

By using nature, this center creates the connection

between the indoor-outdoor spaces to work as one, NORTH ELEVATION
and with sustainable design strategies, the facility

creates an environment that will help to inspire

healing.

The large glazing walls for the entrance of the building
invite daylight, making the space more welcoming and
comfortable for the newly arrived refugees as they
begin their process of entering the community.
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plan allows people to move easily from the indoor to i L R SN T BN
the outdoor space. ' :

The library it is connected to indoor-outdoor space by
the large glazing wall from one side and to the hallway
to the other side.
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The material of the exterior design is “parklex”

(engineered wood product). Using the dark brown WESTECEVRLION
color and grain of the wood produces a natural

envelope for the building. The wood flooring is

juxtapose to the glazing walls, creating a combination

of natural elements to the interior of the facility.
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The English language learning class is adjacent to the
lobby of the building, where people can move easily
from one space to another, while allowing views S
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The hallway is a the major design element in this
building, presenting the idea of creative design using
circular movement as people move through the
building. All spaces are connected to this interior
corridor, allowing ease in the movement from one
space to another, while giving transparency to the
processes which occur inside.
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