
The location for the Moorhead Arts Center is between the 
Hjemkomst center and the Rourke Art Museum, and acts 
as a bridge between the two separated established cultural 
institutions in downtown Moorhead.  Here, the community, and 
transient guests, can observe and interact with the new exhibits 
and enjoy what the community has to offer. 
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EMERGENT URBANISM:

Architectural Placemaking in Response to 

a Minnesota High Speed Train Network

Background
In the late 1960’s, Moorhead was hit hard by urban renewal. 
The downtown area lost not just buildings, but an urban 
scale, replaced by parking lots and enlarged building setbacks.  
At the time, it was thought of as progress; the older buildings needed 
expensive maintenance and new looking façades every few years, to keep 
up appearances as places to do business in the modern world.  Many of the 
previous buildings that were torn down were built with stores facing outwards 
and with an architecture welcoming to the human scale.  With the change in thinking, 
the idea was to build a new, modern, enclosed shopping center, surrounded by parking 
for automobiles in the center of the city, with a City Hall.   The structure we are left with today 
faces inwards, leaving its largely featureless exterior and parking lots to face the downtown.  

Premise:  
The main premise for my thesis is that development will occur around the most commonly used form of 
transportation.  Therefore, the built environment will be altered by this change to suit the needs of the predominant 
form of transportation.

Idea:  
Changing the predominant form of transportation can encourage a change in the architecture within a city.

 

HOSPITALITY

In the images above and below, the green wall panels are 
designed to be easily assembled and replaced, making them  
easily manageable.  The green walls are offset by horizontal 
louvers that extend along the curve of the wall, as the building 
curves to the north.  In the planters, wrapped growth medium is 
placed into a panel on the side of the building so that plants can 
flourish.
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By attracting the residential population of existing nearby 
colleges, the revitalization of downtown Moorhead will 
benefit from substantial growth of residential apartment 
dwellings, and will encourage a pedestrian atmosphere.
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The above diagram depicts a section of the south elevation 
along Center Ave.  The green roof is made up of stepped 
concrete planters, so that the growth medium will not spill off of 
the roof. 

Below shows a section through the curtain wall, where solar 
panels can slide inside at night, or in inclement weather.

The urban spaces in this proposal are open to the public, with 
trees, benches, and fountains acting as slight levels of enclosure, 
so that they are still in the public eye, but distanced from the 
main flow of traffic.  These interventions allow people to sit and 
enjoy areas around the edges of the spaces, where one can 
mingle, sit, read, or people watch.

After the mall redesign, many of the stores will continue as 
retail shops that Moorhead residents and visitors can shop at.  
A balanced mix of uses for the proposed structure, including 
commercial, residential, civic, and cultural, as well as providing 
venues for food and entertainment, will create a vital, meaningful, 
and enjoyable urban center for guests and the community.

Located adjacent to the bus terminal, and visually from the train 
station, is a hotel.  This hotel is for guests of the community, 
bringing in a wide audience, such as visiting college prospects 
and their parents, business travelers, families visiting relatives, 
and vacationers.  This structure consists of arching exterior 
beams, with a conventional steel girder grid allowing for an 
atrium to have natural lighting down to the first floor lobby, which 
boasts exterior green walls.  

In order to handle an increase in urban living and working, there is a need for a form of 
transportation that allows many more people to live and work in the downtown area.  
Featured in the above image, the proposed bus terminal allows people to commute, and 
visit the Fargo-Moorhead area.  The proposed Bus Rapid Transit system would be able to 
transport people in mass, quickly, over key hours of the day, into and out of the cities.  

This bus depot is surrounded by a plaza where people can relax and enjoy the 
surrounding gardens, and views of the river.  

The Red River is largely visible from the train station, where the River bows, and is visible down two 
directions; approaching and receding.  

The train terminal is located North of the existing mall, over the current Amtrak tracks, which would be 
expanded and allow for high speed rail access. The station is open and wide, and features an arching 
rooftop, allowing for the dispersal of train exhaust, by moving it up and out of the station. The passenger 
lounges supports North-facing views of the river which allow natural light. This Northward orientation 
provides natural shade in the summer, avoiding large increases in temperature. The passenger lounges 
flanking the terminal provide spaces for travellers to situate themselves and their belongings, and relax in 
a comfortable environment between departures.
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Solution:
My proposed solution to the depopulation and loss of interest in the downtown Moorhead area is to erect a 
transportation center built around the existing Moorhead Center Mall. This proposal will provide a catalyst for new 
urban growth within downtown Moorhead by adding residential units and urban venues to explore.   By designing 
the new center with primarily pedestrian ideals in mind, and developing free of the parking lot dilemma, this allows 
us to begin to move toward a human scaled architecture that responds to people.  

This thesis explores the opportunities and implications of modifying the modes of transportation within Moorhead 
and its effects on urban growth. Instead of establishing new development on the fringes of the city, this will seek to 
reinvigorate the centers of the two cities with a vibrant, active and pedestrian based center.
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Over the past decade, interest in urban growth has increased 
exponentially, as renters enter the market and choose to live 
in urban areas.  For Moorhead to compete in the emerging 
new market, more options for housing downtown should 
be considered.  This solution proposes more residential 
development in the area, focusing on offering housing options for 
a wider audience.  Here, the apartments are set in the center of 
the community, located adjacent to the bikeway along the river, 
parks to the north, and new play areas in the urban center.  

HOTEL FLOOR PLATE

HOTEL PLAN

GREEN W
ALL ASSEMBLY

The Moorhead Arts 
Center is located 
along Center Ave. 
and offers the 
community an 
exterior view of 
selected works along 
the outer corridors 
of the museum.  
The transparency 
between the 
architecture and 
the people passing 
allows for a visual 
interaction of exterior 
and interior to take 
place.  
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EXISTING PROPOSED CITY HALL

1: Residential  Sq. Ft. 96,000

2: Arts Center Sq. Ft. 24,500

3: Outdoor Plaza

4: Hotel  Sq. Ft. 150,000

5: Bus Terminal  

6: Train Station Sq. Ft. 105,000


