
NEW PRODUCTIVE LANDSCAPES: DESIGNING FOR SUSTAINABLE URBAN FOOD

UNITEvD STATES

HARDINESS ZONE 4A

RIVER ECOSYSTEM

THESIS STATEMENT THE INTEGRATION OF URBAN AGRICULTURE INTO PUBLIC SPACES, SUCH AS AN 
URBAN PARK, WILL INCREASE THE VIABILITY AND SUSTAINABILITY OF THE PRACTICE 

DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS

mississippi river

9500 JOBS 5000 RESIDENTS

“FOOD IS THE GATEWAY DRUG TO SUSTAINABILITY...”

-  STEVE COHEN

NORTH LOOP DISTRICT
A NEW URBAN VILLAGE

  

north loop district

site

office district

“north loop village will be among the largest developments in minneapolis 
creating unprecedented opportunity to build new neighborhood around 
public gathering spaces...”

Target field
$390 million

Transit hub
$67.7 million

Residential
7 new apartments in next 
two years

Street level frontage
4 new restaurants in past year

The north loop district in downtown minneapolis is an integrated urban neighborhood. Although 
previously an undeveloped historic warehouse district, the area is enjoying a burgeoning resurgence 
as a neighborhood with housing, employment, entertainment, restaurants and retail.  The city of 
minneapolis has designed a plan for the district that is currently underway and involved the recent 
construction of the new baseball stadium, Target Field.
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Rotating crops can be a very effective method of getting the most out of a 
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ASHWOOD MEADOW

for fans who are without a ticket but still wish to enjoy a pleasant atmosphere as well as the game. The 
sounds of the game can be heard and there is the possibilty of setting up a screen out side the stadium.  
Also for those not wishing to enjoy the game but rather the only available public space in the relative area.

ASHWOOD GARDENS

A city run farm that provides produce to local vendors as well as resodents. The total space devoted to the 
gardens is apporximatey 6-7 acres.The entrance to the gardens is marked by a circular area designated 
by paving patterns that can be used as a farmer’s market weekly, as well as a smaller event space.  
Greenhouses adjacent to the plaza provide possible shelter should weather demand.
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