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OVERVIEW 
 

Donor:  Molly (Koch) Scheidel 
 
Accession Date:  27 July 2010 
 
Collection Number:  133 
 
Quantity:  1.5 linear feet 
 
Summary:  One book, Compendium of History and Biography of North Dakota, published 
in 1900 that was once owned by Walter S. Emery, Sr.; an application for Citrus Grove, circa 
early 1900s; and a newspaper, Townsend National Weekly – Vol. 5, No. 49, December 27, 
1941.  
 
Languages:  English  
  
Links:   

- Compendium of History and Biography of North Dakota [F636.C6]  
- Compendium of History and Biography of North Dakota – Biography Index (NDSU 

Archives)  
 
Access Restrictions:  Open to the public, available upon request. Copyrights to items in this 
collection remain with original copyright holders or are in the public domain. 
  
Citation:  Molly (Koch) Scheidel Collection, 133, Germans from Russia Heritage 
Collection, NDSU Libraries, Fargo, ND. 

 
 
BIOGRAPHY 
 
Walter Emery, Sr. was born on June 26, 1861 on a farm in Somerset County in Maine. He was 
the son of Edwin and Mary (Ricker) Emery. In 1861 at the outbreak of the Civil War, Walter’s 
father, Edwin, joined the Seventh Maine Volunteer Infantry. Several months later he became ill 
and eventually died. Walter worked on the farm in Maine until the spring of1883 when he moved 

http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/research/special-collections/index2.htm
http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/
http://odin-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/display.do?tabs=detailsTab&ct=display&fn=search&doc=NDSU_ALMA21172481340001321&indx=1&recIds=NDSU_ALMA21172481340001321&recIdxs=0&elementId=0&renderMode=poppedOut&displayMode=full&frbrVersion=&dscnt=1&scp.scps=scope%3A%28NDSU_ALMA%29%2Cscope%3A%28NDSU_CDM%29%2Cscope%3A%28NDSU_DSPACE%29%2Cscope%3A%28NDSU%29%2Cprimo_central_multiple_fe&frbg=&tab=tab&dstmp=1377182127235&srt=rank&mode=Basic&dum=true&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=Compendium%20of%20history%20and%20biography%20of%20North%20Dakota%20&vid=ndsu&gathStatIcon=true
http://library.ndsu.edu/db/biography/results?publication=17
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west. He settled in Minnesota and later moved to Wisconsin. In the fall of 1883, Walter settled 
on a farm in Barnes County, North Dakota. In Valley City in March 1884, Walter married 
Martha Beal, who was born on February 17, 1866 to Henry and Emily Beal. Walter and Martha 
(Beal) Emery had eight children: Edwin, Amos, Viola, Angie, Earnest, Walter, Esther, and 
Mattie. Walter would eventually become a very prosperous famer in Barnes County. Walter 
Emery, Sr. died on May 9, 1946 at the age of 84.  
 
Molly (Koch) Scheidel was born on November 15, 1930 to Arthur and Mattie (Emery) Koch. 
Molly is a granddaughter of Walter Emery, Sr.  
 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
The Molly (Koch) Scheidel Collection consists of a book, Compendium of History and 
Biography of North Dakota, published in 1900 that was once owned by Walter S. Emery, Sr.; an 
application for Citrus Grove, circa early 1900s; and a newspaper, Townsend National Weekly – 
Vol. 5, No. 49, December 27, 1941. The collection has been organized into two series: Book and 
Subject. 
 
The Book Series contains one book that once belonged to Walter S. Emery, Sr. The book was 
published in 1900 and is titled Compendium of History and Biography of North Dakota. A 
biography of Walter S. Emery, Sr. is featured on pages 213-214 in the book. The book features 
information pertinent to the history of the State of North Dakota as well as a compendium of 
biography of North Dakota giving insight into the life of early settlers of the state. The pages of 
the book are in good condition, but the cover and spine are not. Inscribed in the book is: 
“Property of Walter S. Emery, Sr.” 
 
The Subject Series is comprised of loose material that was found in the book. One item is an 
application for Citrus Grove from the Herradura Plantation Company in Valley City, North 
Dakota. The application dates to around the early 1900s. The application is not filled out, and it 
has pencil scribbles on the back. The other item is a newspaper, Townsend National Weekly, Vol. 
5, No. 49. This newspaper dates to December 27, 1941. The headline reads: “Amendment to Law 
Ready.” 
 
 
BOX AND FOLDER LIST 
 
Box/Folder  Contents 
 
1/1   Finding aid, inventory, and historical information  
 
 
 
 
 
   BOOK SERIES 
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2 Compendium of History and Biography of North Dakota. Chicago: Geo. 

A. Ogle & Co., 1900. 
 
 

SUBJECT SERIES 
 

1/2 Application for Citrus Grove, circa early 1900s  
 
1 Townsend National Weekly – Vol. 5, No. 49, December 27, 1941 
 


