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OVERVIEW 

 

Donor:  Samuel Rudolf 

 

Accession Date:  7 February 2003; 10 January 2004 

 

Collection Number:  134 

 

Quantity:  1.75 linear feet  

 

Summary:  Books and documents relating to the Rudolf, Ketterling, Ruff, and Schauer 

families; dating from the 1880s to the 1990s.  

 

Languages:  German & English  

  

Links:   
- Family History of Gottlieb Ketterling and Margaretha Woehl with Obituaries from 

Wishek, ND Area [CS71.K427 2000z] 

 

Access Restrictions:  Open to the public, available upon request. Copyrights to items in this 

collection remain with original copyright holders or are in the public domain. 

  

Citation:  Samuel Rudolf Collection, 134, Germans from Russia Heritage Collection, NDSU 

Libraries, Fargo, ND.  

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Samuel Rudolf, Sr. was born on November 20, 1916 in McIntosh County, North Dakota to 

George and Caroline (Krein) Rudolf. On February 18, 1947, Samuel married Ernestine 

Ketterling, who was born in Zeeland, North Dakota on September 2, 1917 to Gottlieb and 

Margaret (Woehl) Ketterling. Samuel and Ernestine (Ketterling) Rudolf had one son: Samuel. 

Samuel Rudolf, Sr. died on December 6, 1983. Ernestine (Ketterling) Rudolf died on December 

28, 2006.  

 

http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/research/special-collections/index2.htm
http://library.ndsu.edu/grhc/
http://odin-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/display.do?tabs=detailsTab&ct=display&fn=search&doc=NDSU_ALMA21164099560001321&indx=1&recIds=NDSU_ALMA21164099560001321&recIdxs=0&elementId=0&renderMode=poppedOut&displayMode=full&frbrVersion=&dscnt=1&scp.scps=scope%3A%28NDSU_ALMA%29%2Cscope%3A%28NDSU_CDM%29%2Cscope%3A%28NDSU_DSPACE%29%2Cscope%3A%28NDSU%29%2Cprimo_central_multiple_fe&frbg=&tab=tab&dstmp=1377182271293&srt=rank&mode=Basic&dum=true&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=Family%20history%20of%20Gottlieb%20Ketterling%20and%20Margaretha%20Woehl%20with%20obituaries%20from%20Wishek&vid=ndsu&gathStatIcon=true
http://odin-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo_library/libweb/action/display.do?tabs=detailsTab&ct=display&fn=search&doc=NDSU_ALMA21164099560001321&indx=1&recIds=NDSU_ALMA21164099560001321&recIdxs=0&elementId=0&renderMode=poppedOut&displayMode=full&frbrVersion=&dscnt=1&scp.scps=scope%3A%28NDSU_ALMA%29%2Cscope%3A%28NDSU_CDM%29%2Cscope%3A%28NDSU_DSPACE%29%2Cscope%3A%28NDSU%29%2Cprimo_central_multiple_fe&frbg=&tab=tab&dstmp=1377182271293&srt=rank&mode=Basic&dum=true&tb=t&vl(freeText0)=Family%20history%20of%20Gottlieb%20Ketterling%20and%20Margaretha%20Woehl%20with%20obituaries%20from%20Wishek&vid=ndsu&gathStatIcon=true
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Samuel Rudolf was born on March 17, 1951 to Samuel and Ernestine (Ketterling) Rudolf. On 

June 2, 1973, Samuel married Mary Layland, and they had two children: Karla and Kyle.  

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 

The Samuel Rudolf Collection consists of books and documents relating to the Rudolf, 

Ketterling, Ruff, and Schauer families. The collection dates from the 1880s to the 1990s. The 

collection has been organized into four series: Book, Subject, Electronic Media, and Document.  

 

The Book Series contains three books in the German language. One book is not dated but the 

other two date to 1914 and 1938. One book, Die Heilige Schrift [2004.12.02], has an inscription 

on the flyleaf: “Christ Ruff & Martha Ruff received this Bible as a Wedding gift from George 

Rudolf on March 13th 1940. Also my 27th birthday. We give our thanks to our Beloved father 

by reading this daily guide.” This book also contains inscriptions of family history information 

for the family of Mr. & Mrs. Christ Ruff.  Names mentioned include: Mr. & Mrs. Christ Ruff, 

Christian Ruff, Martha Rudolf Ruff, Jacob Ruff, George Rudolf, Carolina Krein, Rudolph 

Christian Ruff, Adam Warner and Lydia Warner, Mr. & Mrs. Adam Warner, Rev. LR Schulz, 

James Stanley Ruff, Rev. Edward Schmidt, Verna Irene Ruff, Rev. John Haersch, John Rudolf 

and August G. Rudolf, and Elizabeth Rudolf. The third book, Leiderschatz [2004.12.03], has the 

following inscription: “George Rudolf, Geo Rudolf and Sam Rudolf, Fargo.”  

 

The Subject Series is comprised of mainly of miscellaneous items that did not directly relate to 

any other series. The series includes a church program entitled “To God be the Glory, 100 Years 

of Ministry 1893-1993.” This program is from the St. Andrews Lutheran Church in Zeeland, 

North Dakota; dates to June 12-13, 1933; and was printed by the Wishek Star. There is also a 

memorial card for Samuel Rudolf, Sr. He was born on November 20, 1916 and died on 

December 6, 1983. Services were held at St. Luke Lutheran Church in Wishek, North Dakotan 

on December 9, 1983. The series also has a German language Bible lesson and a newspaper 

clipping concerning Rudolph Ruff.  

 

The Electronic Media Series includes three CD-ROMs with scans of the front and back of the 

original homestead certificate of Martin Schauer from 1893.  

 

The largest series in the collection is the Document Series. Within this series are photocopies 

are certificates, letters, and other documents relating to the Rudolf, Ketterling, and Schauer 

families. The documents are all copies; no originals are in the collection. The series includes 

funeral programs; confirmation, birth, and baptismal certificates; diplomas; marriage certificates; 

and homestead certificates.  

 

 

SEPARATION RECORD 

 

Another book was donated along with the collection. This book, described below, was been 

separated from the rest of the collection and placed within the GRHC Library. The book was 

been cataloged and can be found using the NDSU Library Catalog.  
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 Gronau, Rudolf, Drei Jahrunderte Deutschen Lebens in Amerika, Ruhmesblätter der Deutschen in 

 den Vereinigten Staeten (Second edition), Berlin, Germany: Dietrich Reimer (Ernst Vohsen), 

 1924, (Druck von J.J. Augustin in Glueckstadt und Hamburg), pages 696. 

 

 

BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

Box/Folder  Contents 

 

1/1   Finding aid, inventory, and historical information 

 

 

1   BOOK SERIES 

 

1. Engelbrecht, August. Wartburg Fibel (ABC Book). Chicago: Verlag 

des Wartburg Publishing House. [2004.12.01] 

 

2. Luther, Dr. Martin, Die Heilige Schrift, Stuttgart, Wuerttemberg, 

Germany: Stuttgart, Wuerttemberg Bibelanstalt, 1938, pages 297, plus 

40 pages [includes Christian Ruffgenealogy] [2004.12.02] 

 

3. Rust, M., Leiderschatz, Kassel, Germany: Druck des F.G. Oncken 

Nachfolger, 1914, pages 207. [2004.12.03] 

 

 

   SUBJECT SERIES 

 

1/2   Church program – St. Andrews Lutheran Church, 1993 

1/3   Memorial card – Samuel Rudolf, Sr., 1983 

1/4   Bible lesson – “Nimm und Lies” 

1/4   Newspaper clipping – “Rudolph Ruff Wins Assistantship at University of  

   ND” 

 

 

 ELECTRONIC MEDIA SERIES 

 

1 CD: Homestead document scan (3 copies)  

 

 

2 DOCUMENT SERIES 

 

1. Funeral program for Herr George Rudolf, 1964 

2. Certification of births letter, 1942 

3. Certification of birth and confirmation letter, 1942 (2 copies) 

4. Certificate of baptism – Heinrich (Henry) Rudolf, 1910 

5. Certificate of baptism – Andreas Rudolf, 1905 
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6. Certificate of baptism – Anna (M) Rudolf, 1914 

7. Diploma – Samuel Rudolph, 1932 

8. Marriage License – George Rudolf and Christina Stevahn, 1948 

9. Certificate – Georg Rudolf, 1884 (2 copies) 

10. Certificate of baptism – Immanuel Rudolf, 1918 (2 copies)  

11. Certificate of baptism – Ernstina Ketterling, 1917 (2 copies) 

12. Certificate of baptism – Samuel Rudolf, 1919 (2 copies) 

13. Diploma of Honor – Ernestine Ketterling, 1925 (2 copies) 

14. Certificate of confirmation – Samuel Rudolf, 1930 (2 copies) 

15. Certificate of confirmation – Emma Margaretha Ketterling, 1933 (2 

copies) 

16. Certificate of confirmation – Ernestina Ketterling, 1931 (3 copies) 

17. Certificate of confirmation – Jacob Rudolf, 1917 (2 copies) 

18. Homestead certificate No. 2579  – Martin Schauer, 1893 (8 copies) 

 


