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OVERVIEW 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the NDSU Archives. 

 

Provenance:  Unknown 

 

Property rights:  The NDSU Archives owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyrights to this collection is held by the NDSU Archives. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Hugh McDonald Papers (SC 674), NDSU Archives, North 

Dakota State University, Fargo. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Born at Upper Charles, New Brunswick, Canada. His mother, Grace McNair, was the second wife of 

James McDonald. The family moved to Missouri, later settled near Caledonia, N.D. Hugh worked on 

various farms, started farming on his father's place, later established his own farm. Married Elizabeth 

"Mamie" Irwin in 1882. Retired from farming in 1951 and moved to Caledonia, N.D. where he later died. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

Letters, typed summary of interview with Leonard Sackett concerning his father, James McDonald, an 

early settler at Caledonia, and the Grandin boats on the Red River. James McDonald died when a wagon 

load of wheat overturned and tipped into the Sheyenne River. Interview mentions Asa Sargeant and 

George Weston, early Traill County settlers. George Weston was later elected Register of Deeds and 

County Clerk. Letter from Neal Sargeant, son of Asa Sargeant, mentions steamboats "Alsop," "Pluck," 

and "Grandin" owned by the Grandins and used to haul grain. 

 

FOLDER LIST 

 

Folder Content 

 

Letters, typed summary of interview with Leonard Sackett concerning his father, James McDonald, an 

early settler at Caledonia, and the Grandin boats on the Red River. James McDonald died when a wagon 

load of wheat overturned and tipped into the Sheyenne River. Interview mentions Asa Sargeant and 

George Weston, early Traill County settlers. George Weston was later elected Register of Deeds and 

County Clerk. Letter from Neal Sargeant, son of Asa Sargeant, mentions steamboats "Alsop," "Pluck," 

and "Grandin" owned by the Grandins and used to haul grain. 

 

 

 

 
 

Copyright 2013 by NDSU Archives 

North Dakota State University Libraries 

 


