
ARCHITECTURE and EROS
the hunt for fulfillment
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staff offices
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secondary entrance
wild game processing
equipment storage
cold storage
dry storage
restaurant kitchen

Dwelling in the Ritual Preparation for the Feast Festival Celebration Reflection/Storytelling
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outdoor firepits
bar/lounge
library

Artifact - Poetic Creation
Candlelight, reflected by a mirror, symbolizes the self-fulfilling flames of desire. As the hunter devotes his every thought and action to the chase, 
like that of a smitten lover, he splits the image of himself. The motion as he draws his bow creates a distance between the now separate halves. 

“Perception is our primary form of knowing and does 
not exist apart from the priori of the body’s structure 

and its engagement in the world.”
    

“Eros is lord of the world; he pushes, directs, controls and appeases everyone .... ”

- Alberto Pérez - GómezAlberto Pérez - Gómez
 architectural historian and philosopher
 “Architecture and the Crisis of Modern Science”

- Giordanno Bruno
 Italian friar, philosopher, mathematician, poet, and astrologer
 “Built Upon Love” - Alberto Pérez - Gómez

context images -
illustrations printed by

Francesco Colonna
“Hypnerotomachia Poliphili:
the Strife of Love in a Dream”

story -
re-written by

Alberto Pérez- Gómez
“Polyphilo or the Dark Forest Revisited:
an Erotic Epiphany of Architecture” 

thesis presented by 

Shawn Pauly
Graduate Architecture Student
North Dakota State University
ARCH 772 design thesis spring semester 2014
thesis advisor Stephen A. Wischer

software used: revit, autocad, photoshop, illustrator

This project 
observes how Architecture 
may work to address our inherent 
human desire for completeness. Through the 
ritual-like qualities of an ancient tradition, the hunt, it looks to 
open a space of interpretation which engages larger cultural issues, and in 
doing so, transforms its audience into a community of participants rather than spectators. It 
examines the importance of a symbolic and poetic experience, and the necessary interpretive distances 
evoked by those experiences, for promoting a sustainable culture.

As humans, we are in constant pursuit of fulfillment, a holistic fulfillment. We search for meaning and purpose in our 
lives and crave a deeply rooted connection with the world. Plato speaks to love as being our purest understanding 
of fulfillment. Guided by sensuous desires and attraction [Greek God Eros] love touches all forms of fulfillment: 
physical, mental, social, emotional, and spiritual. Our culture attempts to address all these same characteristics 
through experiences of literature, art, and architecture. It merges the practical and the poetic. However, those 
experiences can never be approached without active engagement or participation, both physically and mentally. 
German philosopher, Hans-Georg Gadamer, describes the festive ritual as the active art of celebration. It is beautiful 
because it is immersed in culture and demands participation. A festive ritual unlocks ancient traditions and connects 
us in time and place with a community. I hope to accentuate the importance of these ritual experiences and inspire 
a passion to actively participate in a culture. Through the design of a hunting lodge I hope to engage the ancient 
ritual of the hunt. The hunt, a pursuit driven by passion and requiring an active involvement in the chase, symbolizes 
our hunt for love and holistic fulfillment.

Poliphillo is dreaming, 
his perception affects his reality.

Poliphillo travels through 
the dark forest.

Poliphillo is compelled by desire ... ... teased by the five nymphs of the senses

<-   Spaces within the building speak to each other from a  

view across from the Bar/Lounge
symbolic experience through participation and distance
The bar/lounge provides a space for gathering, a space for participation. In this public area, guests get the opportunity to interact with each other, local patrons, the lodge staff, and even some educated and passionate 
wildlife management specialists who have offices within the building. This becomes a place for high activity, story-telling, and learning.  Guests become exposed to many important facets of the hunt. But even within this 
engaging space, views always reflect back to the singular flames of desire off in the distance. The lights from the personal units across the courtyard remind us of why we have come to the lodge, our own individual love of 
the hunt. But there are more flames than just our own. We  are not alone. We are part of a community, part of a brotherhood of passionate hunters, which transcends even time and stretches across generations.

Entrance - view from parking lot to covered walkway
traveling a distance to reconnect 
Guests approach the building from the east road, Park Lane. The entrance is somewhat ambiguous to define through the trees, but once guests have 
parked, the long covered walkway is revealed. The building’s entrance and lobby span the ravine like a bridge connecting the two hills. The exterior 
covered walkway then works to pull guests from either side of the bridge, across the distance, and into the centrally located entry point. As they enter the 
building, at a point hovering above the middle of the ravine, their view to the west is expansively opened. The separate halves of the building work to 
frame the view on either side, while the creek meanders from beneath the viewer’s feet out towards the lake off in the distance. From here, a choice must 
be made to explore the building further, right or left?

Hypnerotomachia Poliphili:
the Strife of Love in a Dream

This ancient tale depicts a man, Poliphillo, who in a dream, travels great distances in search of his one true 
love, Polia. Along the way he encounters many obstacles and is forced to make difficult decisions, but that is 

the life changing power of experience. He is propelled through the journey by his desires, which lead him 
beautifully to Polia, but something is still lacking. The two continue to search for love, but now travel together. 

They learn many valuable lessons through their experiences, and this eventually reveals their love for each 
other. They come to share in a moment of true symbolic unity, but not until they participate in ritual celebra-

tions, much like the poetic experience of a modern-day wedding ceremony. Poliphillo has come to know love, 
but eventually awakes from his dream. The experience, ‘real’ or not, has nevertheless affected his perception 

of the world and changed his life. 
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“Humans were 
originally created with 
four arms, four legs, 
and a head with two 
faces. Fearing their 
power, Zeus split them 
into two separate 
parts, condemning 
them to spend their 
lives in search of their 

other halves.”    

When the distance between the two mirrors is at its furthest, the halves gaze directly at each other, reflecting the others image into eternity. When the hunter’s bow is fully drawn, the halves reconnect in a 
beautiful moment of unity. The individual flames of desire are no longer visible. They have been transformed into an even stronger, unified communal glow, which illuminates everything beyond the self.

Plato’s Symbolon - Origins of Love

“Love is born into every human being; it calls 
back the halves of our original nature together; 

it tries to make one out of two and heal the 
wound of human nature.”

    

“Love’ is the name for our pursuit of 
wholeness, for our desire to be complete.”

    
- Plato’s Symposium

- Plato’s Symposium

- Hans-Georg Gadamer
 German philosopher
 “The Relevance of the Beautiful”

- Plato

 distance across the central courtyard.   ->

Poliphillo and Polia come to 
experience love through desire, 

strengthened over distances.

Poliphillo is deeply moved by his experience of love ...
 ... he awakes ...

... forever changed by the beautiful dream. 

Poliphillo with a queen who represents Free Will

He is forced to chose between three doors. He 
rejects the active life and the contemplative life and 

chooses the middle door, a voluptuous life of 
sensuous desire. He finds his true love Polia 

behind the middle door, but they do not recognize 
each other. Erotic desire has brought the two close 

together, but it is not enough to complete the 
holistic unity embodied in love. 

The Palace of Venus

The two partake in festive rituals and 
ceremonies of love and procreation. 
They begin to recognize each other 
and the meaning encapsulated within 

their desires is glimpsed as an 
experience of true love. 

view across from a Single Dwelling
desire strengthened through distance

This rendering is of a view from one of the individual dwelling units. Its wooden materials and soft warm light emitting from the solitary porch lantern make it a cozy 
place of residence, but it seems to be lacking something. As one looks to the distance, activiity can be seen. The strong glow through the trees illuminates images 

of merriment, social interaction, and story-telling. If one so chooses, they too can share in the festivites. They need only to travel the distance. 

view across from the Restaurant
reconnection of two worlds

The structural timber columns are obviously man-made. Manufactured in a mill and erected to serve a practical human purpose, they also 
seem to share a striking resemblance to the structure of the forest outside. Both practical and poetic, they provide an opportunity for a 
symbolic experience. One that blends the interior and the exterior, connecting the human world of creation to the natural environment. 

Exterior view from the west
return from the hunt

Weary and exhausted from a laborious devotion to the chase. A warm earthly glow beckons the hunter back home. But not for rest; rather, for celebration. The experiences of the day 
have taught the hunter many things, re-opened his eyes and heart to an ancient forgotten love of the world. It is now time to share those emotions with his brothers.

“If there is one thing that pertains to all festive 
experiences, then it is surely the fact that they allow 
no separation between one person and another. A 

festival is an experience of community and represents 
community in its most perfect form.”

This project proposes the 
design for a hunting lodge in  
Minnesota. It explores the 

pursuit of both practical 
and poetic human desires 

across a distance.

Image of  an androgyne, detail on ancient greek amphora.-
Plato´s Dialogue, “The Symposium”: “On Platonic Love and The Myth of the Androgyne”.- 
by Aquileana 02/06/2014 
aquileana.wordpress.com/2014/02/06/%E2%99%A0platos-dia-
logue-the-symposium-on-platonic-love-and-the-myth-of-the-androgyne/


