An Edge World

This thesis explores the dramatic way in which edges influence human
perception while relating to architecture and a larger sociocultural context. The
horizon of our existential reality, the material world within which we exist, is
one composed of edges and defined by them. A world lacking this order is
impossible. Without edges, all that remains is indeterminate mass and
shapeless form. We exist in a world entirely characterized by edges, an edge-
world. Collectively, edges can be identified as any formal or formless entity that
serves the simultaneous roles of separation and unification. In the most
fundamental sense, this duality is present in all geometries from the edges of a
cube to the edges of a dinner table. It is through this understanding that “Edges
of the Mind” begins to explore the impact of edges upon the world.

Edges actively exploit human curiosity. Even the edge of a wall in a home follows
this pattern. A wall makes possible the existence of an adjacency between
spaces. Beyond its physical presence though, the wall facilitates an even more
significant unifying act. When human consciousness interacts with this edge, an
imaginative process sets in with the ability to imagine into the adjacent space.
The individual simultaneously populates both spaces, one physically, and one
mentally. The inhabited room is known while the room beyond is unknown.

These knowns and unknowns are the basic components of any edge for these
are the very things that edges act to conjoin and separate. Thus, it becomes
evident that this concept of edges is rooted far deeper into our lived reality than
mere physical experience.
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Enclaves of Discovery

A dramatic relationship with this edge-world was lived by the ancient Greeks.
They understood that edges act to define our vision and guide our
movements. The okeanos, or the ocean encircling the entirety of their known
world, was the ultimate edge. In fact, the significance of this edge is conveyed
even in their language as they differentiated their relationship to the
edge-world while navigating the okeanos. Costagierre was the word used to
define their comfort zone — within eyesight of the coast — the edge of land. To
stray into the pontos was to slip into the unknown, beyond view of the coast's
edge. No one dared venture beyond the edge of the costagierre into the
unknown expanse of the pontos were the edges that orient their perception
become absent.

If we take this ancient Greek relationship with the edge world and abstract it,
we can reinterpret the concept of okeanos as something synonymous with the
idea of familiarity — an edge between the known and the unknown
(costagierre and pontos). There is an English word for the act of engaging this
mental edge between known and unknown. The word is learn. Learning is
simply the act of transcending the realm of familiarity (costagierre) into a new
enclave of discovery (a pontos).

The trajectory of this logic begins to point this project concept toward a resting
place within the context of present day architecture. For what is architecture
but an arrangement of edges? Cities, towns, and the whole of the built
environment can be understood as complex networks of edges.
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Urban Pontos

The North Lawndale Community of Chicago is an expression of an incredibly
abrupt urban edge. The intersection of two opposing gang societies coincides
with Douglas Boulevard effectively splitting the community in two. The
presence of this edge is intensified by the current condition of Chicago’s
educational system. Over the next year, fifty of Chicago’s schools will be
permanently closing - the largest mass closing of schools in our nation’s history.

Frightening repercussions of these events are already being witnessed by North
Lawndale which is losing four of its seven public schools. Where before a
student could walk to school without leaving his own neighborhood, his own
costagierre, he now must venture into an urban pontos, a dangerous unknown,
because his previous school is now closed. Students must now literally cross the
North Lawndale’s edge - the political edge of rival gang empires.

The aim of the project is to begin to reconstruct this intangible edge
architecturally into the form of a school. The architecture can take the place of
the edge in such a way as to make present basic edge duality and unite separate
surfaces of the city.

This occurs by drawing students in from either side of the edge to the edge
itself, the school. Here, in this safe haven, they are allowed to interact and,
together, engage the intellectual pontos of learning without being forced to
leave the safety of their own urban costagierre. So, by reconstructing North
Lawndale’s edge into the material form of a new school, a safe and dynamic

environment is born, inviting students to learn, exploring the edges of the mind.

Project Site -

Can a thoughtful composition of edges be arranged so as to

enable new encounters within a fragmented community?
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Folding Encounters

While translating the project concept into an architectural design, it was essential to
remain mindful that this thesis is, above all, about people and about relationships.
Within the human experience, language may be the most primal of edges. The use of
language is an act of unity. In its most basic form, it works to unite two separate courses
of thought claimed by two separate individuals. Language is the very definition of edge S S -
as it is the substance that populates the space between two people.

Knowledge is transferred between individuals through dialogue, a solely intermediary i —— _
event existing between separate beings. This phenomenon is an extension of the — <l N

understanding of any basic geometric edge. Just as language is intermediary in nature, y ‘ ' ! -- : - | L A A
so too is an edge of a box; the edge is a crossroads between two surfaces, an oy A I ./ Larap \ { P
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The goal is pursued through a process that first identifies the most basic form of edge: 7 | : - ) - i ‘: ' <\ /\ /\ Learn&\ \ \ \\ \ = —— % “Facult ' / - - b SWITT

the fold. Sequences of folding and refolding began to inspire architectural design. | - ” Facu , T _ _
However, this process did not necessarily seek to create spaces but rather to anticipate <t [ : 7 /M echanical Y g s ~—u_.ﬂ¥;e

encounters. Architectural experiences were created that cannot possibly be gauged B el = - . PG e i

subjectively in terms of any aesthetic quality. Rather, they must be understood through S3 _ S6
an inter-subjective lens. It is about promoting a convergence of perspectives within a

social context.
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Thus, a key emphasis was placed on creating settings for public interaction. Hallways,
staircases, and other exclusively transitional architectural typologies were treated as
horizontal and vertical social venues. Essentially, they became the edges that connect
the more static architectural settings within the design. It was significant to develop
these edges into highly habitable environments for conversations and social
encounters to thrive just as the building as a whole seeks to bring these same aspects
into the larger North Lawndale edge.

The architecture does not pretend to be capable of transforming a community or
resolving gang issues. It does, however, hope to enable encounters that were
previously impossible. This design is the result of a pursuit of that hope; it is an
optimistic composition of edges; it is an invitation to encounter edges of the mind.
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