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FOOD EXPORTS AGAIN SET A RECORD 

Uni ted S ta t e s expo r t s of food set a r eco rd in 1948-49 f o r t h e f o u r t h con-
secut ive yea r . 

^ 0 ^ * 5 2 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 pounds of food sh ipped to fo r e ign count r ies d u r i n g 
1948-49 is 15 pe r cen t m o r e than in t h e p rev ious y e a r a n d m o r e t h a n 5 
t imes t h e a v e r a g e t o n n a g e e x p o r t e d in 1935-39. E x p o r t s accoun ted f o r 
m o r e t h a n 16 pe r cen t of t h e food d i s t r i bu t ed d u r i n g t h e 12 months . 

E x p o r t s of g ra ins m a d e u p 82 pe r cen t of t h e to ta l t o n n a g e of food 
sn ipped abroad , a n even l a rge r p ropo r t i on t h a n in o the r p o s t w a r yea r s . 
I h e dol la r sho r t age t e n d e d to st imulate, pu rchases of g r a i n s by E u r o p e a n 
count r ies s ince these p roduc t s p r o v i d e food e n e r g y at l ower cost t h a n 
mos t o the r foods. 

n o . E x p o r t s of w h e a t and w h e a t p roduc t s (g ra in equ iva l en t ) to ta led 30,-
•84,000,000 pounds , up m o r e t h a n 3 pe r cen t f r o m 1947-48. Rice expor t s 
a m o u n t e d to 912,000,000 pounds , t h e s a m e as a y e a r ea r l i e r wh i l e s h i p m e n t s 
o i o the r g rams—corn , bar ley , g r a i n so rghums , oats, r y e a n d the i r p r o d u c t s -
to ta led 9,o53,000,000 pounds , a lmos t double those of a y e a r ear l ie r . 

F a t s and oils expo r t s a lso s h o w e d a de f in i t e inc rease las t yea r , ch ie f ly 
because of t h e increase in suppl ies of Uni ted S ta t e s vege tab le oils and 
a n i m a l fats._ The 889,000,000 pounds sh ipped abroad was a lmost 60 pe rcen t 
l a rge r t h a n in 1947-48. S h i p m e n t s of f ru i t s , vegetables , d ry edible beans and 
peas, soybeans a n d p e a n u t s a n d s imi la r foods to t a l ed 7,153.000,000 pounds , 
a 10 pe r cen t g a m over t h e p rev ious yea r . 

T h e on ly food g r o u p s f o r w h i c h expo r t s were, less in 1948-49 t h a n the 
prev ious y e a r w e r e mea t s a n d da i ry products . Meat sh ipmen t s a m o u n t e d 
to only 73,000,000 pounds , less than in each of t h e 3 preceding y e a r s and 
40 pe rcen t less than the 1935-39 average . Expo r t s of cheese, canned mi lk 
and dr ied milk to ta led 857,000,000 pounds . Whi le this was sma l l e r t h a n 
m any o the r p o s t w a r year , it w a s m o r e than 20 t imes the 1.935-39 average . 

Coun t r i e s pa r t i c ipa t i ng in t h e E u r o p e a n r e c o v e r y p r o g r a m took 63 
pe rcen t of our food expo r t s in 1948-49. F a r Eas t e rn coun t r i e s received 
19% percen t to r a n k second, whi le t h e L a t i n - A m e r i c a n Republ ics w i t h 
9.2 pe rcen t w e r e th i rd . A m o n g ind iv idua l count r ies or areas, t h e area 
of G e r m a n y occupied by t h e Uni ted S ta t e s and Br i ta in took t h e l a rges t 
sha re of our food expo r t s w i t h F a r Eas t a r ea s u n d e r A m e r i c a n mi l i t a ry 
cont ro l r a n k i n g second. ' 

F inanc ia l g i f t s and loans by t h e Uni ted S ta t e s G o v e r n m e n t again 
con t r ibu ted s igni f icant ly to record food expor ts . These g i f t s and loans 
l inanced i r o m 55 to 60 pe r cen t of sh ipmen t s in 1948-49. F inanc ing by mil i -
t a r y agencies of food expor t ed for civil ian f eed ing in occupied a r ea s con-
t i n u e to m a k e u p a l a rge p a r t of g i f t s a n d loans. 

J h e * Y u : i t e A ^ t e s , D e p a ^ m e n t of A g r i c u l t u r e p r o c u r e d a lmos t two-
th i rds of the total food e x p o r t e d in 1948-49. T h e food was acqui red e i ther 
specif ical ly fo r expo r t p r o g r a m s or u n d e r pr ice s u p p o r t operat ions . Uni ted 
s t a t e s mi l i t a ry agencies a n d count r ies rece iv ing ass is tance th rough Econo-
m i c Coopera t ion Admin i s t r a t i on d e p e n d e d heav i ly on t h e D e p a r t m e n t f o r 
p r o c u r e m e n t of m a n y foods .—USDA. 


