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TUBERCULOSIS OF DOMESTIC DUCKS 
By F. M. Bolin« 

t h r ^ t y p e " ! l
0 f tuberculosis organisms, one the human, 

one the bovine and one the avian. Tuberculosis caused by the avian 
H A ^ T * m

1
N , ° : t h D a k o i a c h i c k e n s a n d I t Is reported 

infects t h t? r a t U r <? i a t t h 0 a v i a n t^erculosis organism Z l l t s a11 ®Pccle® 0 birds, including waterfowl. No reports of tuber-
D a k o t a w c r e f o u n d i n t h e l i t c*a" ture although Schalk, Roderick, 1-oust and Harshfield« had shown 

i ntor H f ^ h L S p1"1!6011? C°UJd a C t a s c a r r i e r s o f ^ i a n tuberculosis. Later Harshfield Roderick and Ilawn* showed that crows and sheep 
T e c i e s In n T t f ° f i ™ U i n g a v i a n t ube rcu lo s i s T o o S 

r e P ° [ i f r o m th i s l a b o r a t o r y t h e i m p o r t a n c e of a v i a n 
. t ube rcu lo s i s t o t h e p o u l t r y a n d swine i n d u s t r i e s w a s discussed • 

I his report concerns tuberculosis in ducks. On January "4, 1950 
NortVh S S n f ° , f a l n a t u r f domestic duck was received from a western 
seated S t ? n t h ° l 6 t t e r ? ? P r y i n g t h e s i ) e c i m e n the writer stated m part, There were a couple ducks which had the same thing." 
I n n ! , T n f T i f ^ f j t u b e r c l e s i n t h e l iver , sp leen , m e s e n t e r y a n d 

I t ; ! 1 1 , 0 T y i d d / ( S I"a11 a c i d f a s t " staining organisms. 
, tuberculosis of ducks is rare, in order to identify the type 

? ^ " f ? P i g , a ? d a r a b b i t inoculated i t h 
S S. 0 f - t h ? b a e t e r i a obtained from the duck. On February 17 
culin Th!? S 1 WGr1 t e t ? l w i t h b o , t h avian and mammalian tubcr-
t h l I ' d n f T , a n d r a b b i t r e a o t e d t o the avian tuberculin while 

J l g f a ; I o d rcaet to either. These tests show that the duck 
was infected with the avian type of tuberculosis. 
f n l i P ° s t m

+
O T t e m examination the chickens and rabbit showed typical 

a C l d f a S t ° r g a i , i S m S - ~ ^ g showed no 

° f d u G k s ? / 1 0 t a I n a i ° r industry in North Dakota, 
if * S P fC 1 fS m i g ] l t s f t n 0 l i s , y interfere with disease contro 
of chickens, swine and sheep. In other words, the ducks could serve as 
a reservoir of tuberculosis infection for other types of animals and birds 
in ,11 t Z T l f T T 1 P a n i S S U f g c ' f e d f o r t h e con t ro l of t u b e r c u l o s i s 
r & i i ? n ! d SWme3- ^ a r k o t a11 h i r d s and swine before they 
houses r v n f ™ S I e a n f n d farrowing houses and brooder 
houses Cull frequently and market all animals and birds that do not 
f S !f % m i m g satisfactory gains on the ration fed. The continuous 
1 ceding of cull animals is an uneconomical procedure. 

Summary 
A case of tuberculosis of a duck caused by Mycobac-

terium tuberculosis var. avium is reported. 
The dangers of disease transmission from, one species to 

another is discussed. 
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