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BIOGRAPHY 

 

Jon G. Lindgren received a B.S. in 1960 from Iowa State University, and an M.A. and Ph.D., both from 

the University of Missouri. He began teaching at North Dakota State University in 1968 in the Economics 

Department, rising to the rank of associate professor before retiring in 2001. He was elected mayor of 

Fargo, North Dakota in 1978 and served until 1994. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

These mayoral papers of Jon Lindgren reflect some of the most controversial issues of Lindgren’s 

political career. The papers have been organized into six series: Abortion, Gay and lesbian awareness 

week, Leonard Peltier, Twelfth Avenue North bridge project, Cassette tape, and Subject files. 

 

The Abortion Series consists of documents and correspondence relating to the Women’s Health 

Organization of Fargo and related controversy concerning the clinic during the late 1980s and early 

1990s. Some of the documents include information about picketing and ordinances and other related 

legislation concerning the clinic and those protesting it. There is a transcription of a tape recording made 

of protesters outside of the clinic, documentation of police reports made by employees of the clinic, and 

press releases and newspaper articles regarding the clinic and the protesters. 

 

The Gay and Lesbian Awareness Week Series consists of official proclamations made by Mayor 

Lindgren recognizing the gay and lesbian community of Fargo. Much of the material in the series consists 

of correspondence regarding the gay and lesbian community and the official recognition of homosexual 

people. Other documents in the series include information about the Community Task Force for Human 

Rights, pamphlets, newspaper articles, and resource materials. 

 

The Leonard Peltier Series consists of documents relating Peltier’s story and his side of the events that 

led to the deaths of two FBI officials in South Dakota and his own subsequent incarceration for those 

deaths. The Peltier series includes handwritten correspondence from Peltier to Lindgren, who was a 

supporter of the movement to free Leonard Peltier. The series includes legal documents regarding the 

state of Peltier’s case and some related newsletters and newspaper articles. There is also a file consisting 

of material and pamphlets featuring paintings made by Peltier while he was in prison. 

 

The Twelfth Avenue North Bridge Project Series consists of documentation of the controversy over 

whether or not a bridge connecting 12th Avenue North in Fargo with 15th Avenue North in Moorhead 

would be built. Proponents of the bridge believed it was necessary to facilitate better traffic flow between 

the two cities and to help relieve traffic congestion downtown while opponents objected to the possible 

repercussions of directing an increased flow of traffic through a residential neighborhood. Documents in 

the series include minutes of Fargo City Commission meetings regarding various bridge projects, legal 

papers stemming from lawsuits and counter-lawsuits regarding the bridge project, as well as an agreement 

regarding the financing, ownership, and management of the bridge. There is a great deal of 

correspondence and a number of newspaper articles regarding the project. The series also includes some 

maps of the proposed bridge site and a report made on bridge feasibility. 

 

The Cassette Tape Series consists of two tapes. The first tape is a KFGO radio tape recording of a debate 

between Jon Lindgren and Herschel Lashkowitz on February 18th, 1982 over a proposed change in city 

government from the commission form to an eleven-member council. Lindgren spoke for seventeen 

minutes defending the city commission style already in use and raising some issues and potential 

problems of switching to the eleven-member council form. Lashkowitz then spoke for twenty-six minutes 

stressing the need for change and pointing out the merits of utilizing an eleven-member council. 
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The second tape in this series is of a satirical song, “12th Avenue North Bridge Song,” which was written 

and performed by the Plain People in 1988. The melody for most of the song is set to “Yesterday” by the 

Beatles with the conclusion of the song to the melody of “Bridge over Troubled Water” by Simon and 

Garfunkle. The subject files include a letter from the Plain People regarding the tape and a transcript of 

the lyrics. 

 

The Subject Files Series includes general correspondence, a number of newspaper articles related to 

Lindgren’s term as mayor, the lyrics of the “12th Avenue Bridge Song,” some political cartoons related to 

local officials, election materials, honors given to Lindgren, and some publications featuring the mayor. 

The series also includes some published and unpublished articles written by Lindgren regarding road 

usage and some documents from two briefings Lindgren attending at the White House regarding natural 

gas and tax reform respectively.   

 

 

BOX AND FOLDER LIST 

 

Box/Folder Contents 

 

1/1  Finding aid, and Biographical sketch 

 

  Abortion Series 

 

1/2  Picketing and ordinance information, related information 

1/3  Building permit (1981), Fire inspection report (1982) 

  Correspondence— 

1/4   1981-1984 

1/5   1985-1991 

1/6  Press releases (1984-1991) 

1/7  Newspaper articles (1984-1993) 

1/8  “Adopt a Lamb Today” promotional letter 

1/9  Transcription of a tape recording of protesting outside the health clinic (1984), List of  

police reports (1984) 

1/10  The Wine Press, newsletter (March 1984) 

 

  Gay and Lesbian Awareness Week Series 

 

1/11  Gay and Lesbian Awareness Week proclamations (1984-1993) 

  Correspondence– 

1/12   1982-1984 

1/13   1985-1987 

1/14   1988-1993 

1/15   Phone messages 

1/16  Community Task Force for Human Rights (1988-1989) 

1/17  Pamphlets 
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1/18  Articles 

1/19  Resource Materials 

 

  Leonard Peltier Series 

 

1/20  Chronology of the Leonard Peltier Case, (1890-1985), The Story of Leonard Peltier,  

(1977-1985) 

1/21  Legal proceedings (1977-1986) 

  Correspondence— 

1/22   1982-1984 

2/1   1985-1992 

2/2  Art by Leonard Peltier 

2/3  Articles (1986) 

2/4  International Office of the Leonard Peltier Defense Committee, newsletters (1989, 1990) 

2/5  Spirit of Crazy Horse (1991), The Inside Times (1990), newsletters 

 

  Twelfth Avenue North Bridge Project Series 

 

2/6  City commission meeting minutes regarding bridge projects and the Citizens Advisory  

Committee (1968-1986) 

2/7  Legal papers (1979-1987) 

2/8  Agreement for the Financing, Ownership, and Management of the Fargo-Moorhead  

Bridge Project (1987) 

  Correspondence— 

2/9   1979-1983 

2/10   1985-1989 

2/11  Fargo Chamber of Commerce information regarding bridge projects (1982-1984) 

  Newspaper articles 

2/12   1976-1982 

2/13   1983 

2/14   1984 

2/15   1985 

2/16   1986 

2/17   1987 

2/18   1988-1989 

2/19   1991-1992, no date 

2/20  Analysis of 12th Avenue 1976— by Linda Elofson 

2/21  Bridge feasibility study and supporting information (1979-1988) 

2/22  Facts about the 12th Avenue North Bridge Project, Chronology of Events, and supporting  

documents 

2/23  Maps of the proposed bridge site 

2/24  News conference (1976), Press Release (1981), Public Notice (1983) 

2/25  Pamphlets and fliers 

2/26  Possible contacts for information 
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2/27  Progress Through Planning, newsletter (1988-1989) 

 

  Cassette Tapes Series 

 

Tape  Tape of Lindgren/Lashkowitz debate over city government forms (1982) 

Tape  Tape of the “12th Avenue North Bridge Song” by the Plain People (1988) 

 

  Subject Files Series 

 

  Correspondence— 

2/28   1978-1985 

3/1   1986-1994 

  Newspaper articles— 

3/2   1978-1980 

3/3   1981-1985 

3/4   1986-1990 

3/5   1991-1994, no date 

3/6  Articles written by John Lindgren regarding road usage 

3/7  “The Bridge Song” by the Plain People (1988) 

3/8  Cartoons 

3/9  Election materials 

3/10  Honors 

3/11  Newsletters and publications 

  Trips to Washington D.C./White House Briefings— 

3/12   Natural gas bill (1978) 

3/13   Tax reform (1985) 
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