North Dakota Farm Prices

By Pgrry V. HEMPHILL
Assistant Agricultural Economist

he all-commodity index of farm prices received by North Da-
kota farmers on April 15th was 183 which is the highest the

index has been since October, 1920. Of the five commodity
group indexes (which when combined make up the all-commodity
index), the grains index, the meat animals index and the miscel-
laneous index have all been steadily advancing for the past six
to eight months. The dairy products index has shown but little
change for the past eighteen months. The poultry and eggs index
has declined 17 points the last four months. ’ .

The farm price of all spring wheat on April 15, 1945, was 1
cent higher than a month earlier making it $1.46 which is the
highest farm price for all spring wheat since February, 1925.
The feed grains, with the exception of rye, were all lower in.
price from that of a month earlier. Rye increased 7 cents for
the month ending April 15th, making it $1.10 per bushel which
is the highest farm price for rye since May, 1928. Flaxseed was
unchanged at $2.85 per bushel.

Beef cattle farm prices were 50 cents higher, veal calves and
sheep each 20 cents higher, while lambs and hogs were unchanged
for the month ending April 15th. There were no changes in the
prices of any of the dairy products. Chicken prices and egg prices
were but a fraction above that of the previous month and turkeys
were 1 cent higher. Changes in the farm price of the miscellaneous
commodities from that of the previous month were: loose hay
down 30 cents per ton, horses down $1.00 per head, milk cows up
$2.00 per head, wool down 9 cents per pound, potatoes up 10 cents
per hundred, alfalfa seed up 10 cents per bushel and sweet clover
seed prices were unchanged. - :
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Apr.. Mar. Apr.
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: 1945 1945 1944

North Dakota farm 183 182 . 179*

Grains 173 172 172

Meat Animals 228 223 214*

Dairy Products .. 191 191 192

Poultry & Eggs .. .. 187 188 172

Miscellancous ... > 168 163 136

U. 8. farm price index (All Groups) ... 203 198 196

U. S. index of prices paid by farmers ... 173 173 169
North Dakota ratio of prices received to

prices paid® ...

e 106 105 106
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‘Calculated by percentage
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