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"MUSHY" CHICK OR POULT DISEASE 
By 

D. F . Eveleth1 , F . M. Bolin2, and Alice I. Goldsby* 

"Mushv" chick or poult disease is a term used to describe chicks and 
on!11+ s that fafl to eliminate water so that fluid accumulates in the tissues. 
Tipse birds often appear to be the largest in the brood. They are appar-
ent W healthy until fust before they die. When the skin is opened there is e':, y i t i i fv i S S m a t e r i a l iust u rde r the skin and when the abdomen is 

Avoid Salt or Salty Waters 
Trials by numerous research workers have shown that a high salt 

r-mtent of the ration is often the cause of ascites m poults, and chicks. 
T "e "salt" may be the common salt, sodium chloride, or any one of the 
scries of othCT salts . The "salt" causing the damage may either be m 
the mash or the water. 

Use Rain or Snow Water 
Several poultry producers have repeatedly submitted chicks and poults 

- i t h S S t e s Some of them changed their water supplies by discontinuing 
r ' o u s e o f w e l l wTter for small chicks and poults and used either ram water 

L i ! f l Tn .11 oases where we received reports the owners stated 
me? w t o S t e a l e r t ^ S d X e r e was a decrease in losses due to ascrtes. 

Present evidence indicates that where ascites in chicks and poults is 
m m mon S Tc i s t e rn should be built so that rain water may be 
• •toA for the first four weeks of brooding. It it is impossible xo pioviue 

birds will be able to use all of the calcium and phosphorus available. 
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