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On June 30, 1964, a constitutional measure 
was approved by the voters in North Dakota 
allowing a separation of legislative budgets for 
the Cooperative Extension Service and the Agri
cultural Experiment Stations from the budgets 
of the institutions of higher learning. Following 
this change, and beginning with the 1965-67 bi
ennium, there has been a separate appropriations 
bill for the Extension and Station budgets each 
biennium.

The appropriations bill authorizes expendi
tures from the general fund, from local income, 
and from trusts and grants. The figures set by the 
legislature for expenditures from local income 
cannot be exceeded unless interim action is taken 
by the Budget Section of the Legislative Council. 
The pertinent language in the 1973-75 appropria
tions bill reads, ttr . . . public moneys from local 
sources, which shall include receipts from sale 
of grains, personal services, dairy products, live
stock, and other agricultural products at the North 
Dakota main experiment station, branch experi
ment stations and the cooperative extension di
vision, may be expended in excess of that specif
ically appropriated through biennial appropria
tions bills of the legislative assembly only in the 
event that an authorization has first been received 
from the subcomittee on budget of the legislative 
council.”

Estimates of expenditures from local income 
sources for the 1973-75 biennium were developed 
early in calendar year 1972 for inclusion in the 
budgets proposed to the administration of North 
Dakota State University, the State Board of 
Higher Education, the Executive Budget Director, 
and ultimately the 1973 Legislature. Considering 
the drastic and unanticipated changes in prices 
during 1973 for those items which are normally 
both sold and purchased and involving the sales 
income funds, it became apparent shortly after 
July 1, 1973, the beginning of the current bien
nium, that the legislative authorizations based 
upon these estimates were far too low to permit 
continuation of the programs at the main station 
and the seven branch stations. For this reason it 
would be necessary either to reduce the programs 
at the several branch stations and the main station 
to stay within the legislative maximums for ex-
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