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SOIL TESTING LABORATORY IN OPERATION 
by new soil testing laboratory at NDAC than ever before. New equip-

assure farmers of a thorough soils test and accurate recommendations. 
il by the laboratory can be only as good as the soil sample you send in. Your 
i £jive you complete instructions on obtaining samples and can advise you on 
pips to the laboratory in proper condition for testing. 
3 some idea of the m a n y tests that are made so that the recommendat ions you 
1 to you in the farm m a n a g e m e n t program. (See next page) 



Final color test to determine the phosphorus 
content of the soil. The intensity of the color is 
in direct relation to the phosphorus content of 
the soil. The color intensity is determined with 
a colorimeter. More than one hour is required 
to complete each soil test in the laboratory. 

The most important part of the entire soil testing procedure is 
the recommendation. The fertilizer recommendations are for the 
crop to be grown on the soil the next year and not for any crop 
that the farmer wishes to grow. It is for the 
crop that was indicated on the soil sample 
information sheet by the farmer. 

In making the recommendation, the labor-
atory data and information supplied by the 
farmer on the soil sample information sheet 
are considered. The recommendations are 
based on experimental work done by NDAC 
Experiment Station, 
on farm trials, on ex-
periments in o t h e r 
states and on obser-
vations by qualified 
technical personnel. 


