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Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the NDSU Archives. 

 

Provenance:  Donated by unknown. 

 

Property rights:  The NDSU Archives owns the property rights to this collection. 
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BIOGRAPHY 

 

The North Dakota Farmers Union was established in 1927. It received its national charter at the first 

convention held in Jamestown, North Dakota. Approximately 500 members were in attendance. Total 

membership for the state was about 13,000 farmers. North Dakota had the largest membership of the 31 

states with chapters. While production costs held steady after World War I, farm prices dropped. Farmers 

banded together to form cooperatives. Thus, the Farmers Union was born. (North Dakota Farmers Union, 

https://ndfu.org/about/history-2/). It remains active today. 
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The original collection of MSS 054 consisted of annual reports from 1939 to 1961. In 2021, a folder of 

biographical and historical information was discovered and added to the collection. This folder consists of 

materials relating to the conventions, two historiographies of the ND Farmers Union, and newspaper 

clippings. 
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Box/Folder Content 

 

1/1  Finding aid 

1/2  Annual Report, 1939 

1/3  Annual Report, 1940 

1/4  Annual Report, 1941 

1/5  Annual Report, 1942 

1/6  Annual Report, 1943 

1/7  Annual Report, 1944 

1/8  Annual Report, 1945 

1/9  Annual Report, 1946 

1/10  Annual Report, 1947 

1/11  Annual Report, 1948 

1/12  Annual Report, 1948 

1/13  Annual Report, 1949 

1/14  Annual Report, 1950 

1/15  Annual Report, 1951 

1/16  Annual Report, 1952 

1/17  Annual Report, 1953 

1/18  Annual Report, 1954 

1/19  Annual Report, 1955 

1/20  Annual Report, 1956 

1/21  Annual Report, 1958 

1/22  Annual Report, 1959 

1/23  Annual Report, 1960 

1/24  Historical and biographical information, 1937-1951 
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