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OVERVIEW 

 

Access:  The collection is open under the rules and regulations of the NDSU Archives. 

 

Provenance: Copy of diaries donated by Claude Miller, 1982 (Acc. 2081). 

 

Property rights:  The NDSU Archives owns the property rights to this collection. 

 

Copyrights:  Copyright to this collection is held by the NDSU Archives. 

 

Citation:  [Identification of item]. Mary Barrett Still Diary (MSS 63), NDSU Archives, North 

Dakota State University, Fargo. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHY 

 

Mary Barrett Still was born in Blufton, Wisconsin on October 14, 1866.  Her maiden name was Mary 

Alma Barrett.  Her father was Oscar Barrett.  The family came to North Dakota in 1870 and settled near 

Fargo.  She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.  She married Richard J. Still in Fargo on 

November 18, 1884.  Together they had twelve children.  Mary and her husband homesteaded near 

Harwood in Cass County, moving to Englevale in 1886.  They returned to Harwood in 1890 because of 

the drought, and Mr. Still worked as a carpenter.  They moved to Sherbrooke in Steele County in 1899.    

She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the M.B.A. Lodge, and the Pioneer Club.  She 

passed away on February 20, 1914 in Fargo. She was survived by her husband, eight children, her father, 
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and three sisters.  After his wife’s death, Mr. Still moved to Blaine, Washington where he lived until his 

death in 1944. 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 

 

Mary Barrett Still’s diary consists of her diary, 1910-1914.  It is typewritten, and includes a map.  Entries 

are short, but give concise details such as the price of groceries, the weather, and household chores. 
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